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                                                                                     RESOLUTION NO. 1213—16

[Resolution urging BOS and Mayor to support AB 915]
Urging Support for the Youth Community Incentives Act, to Support the Use of Best Practices and Community-Informed Services for System-Involved Youth at the County Level
WHEREAS, Due to juvenile re-alignment, there have been a number of facility closures within the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ), formally known as the California Youth Authority (CYA); and

WHEREAS, Due to these closures many young people who would have been committed to the DJJ are instead housed at the county level; and

WHEREAS, AB 915 would “provide counties with the financial resources to serve youth offenders using best practices, including case management and community-based treatment and reentry programs;”
 and

WHEREAS, At present, the state, as a result of the facility closures, “has saved $75 million from the system in the last two years, but those savings have not been returned to the counties for capacity building;”
 and

WHEREAS, These savings are available due to counties serving a significant number of DJF-eligible youth offenders locally each month, with a 60% decrease in the DJF population; and

WHEREAS, AB 915 will “allocate 75% of future savings from the state’s shrinking youth correctional facilities for the purpose of serving high-needs youth offenders locally;”
 and

WHEREAS, These savings will be directed to the counties based on this formula: 30% will be allocated to a block grant available to all counties for best practice supervision and rehabilitation models; 30% will be allocated to counties with net decreases in new admissions; and 15% will be allocated to a technical assistance fund to support counties in the ongoing implementation of model practices for serving DJF-eligible offenders; and

WHEREAS,  San Francisco’s Juvenile Probation Department has already undertaken practices which have reduced referrals to state detention and provided positive alternatives to incarceration that have been consistent with positive public safety outcomes, including the lowest rate of violent crimes among juveniles in decades;
 and
WHEREAS, The Juvenile Probation Department requires further funding in order to expand its  recreation programming for youth detainees and undertake facilities improvements that would allow full access to the Juvenile Hall recreation yard built in 2006; and

WHEREAS, AB 915 is supported by several leading advocacy organizations, including Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice, Communities United for Restorative Justice, Children’s Defense Fund, the Burns Institute, Legal Services for Prisoners with Children, Public Counsel, and others; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED that the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the Board of Supervisors and the Mayor to urge the California State Assembly to support the passage of AB 915, the Youth Community Incentives Act.
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