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                                                                                     RESOLUTION NO. 1112—14


[Calling on the City to Limit Tobacco Retail Permits in All Supervisorial Districts]

Calling on the City to set limits to the number of tobacco retail permits in all supervisorial districts.


WHEREAS, Evidence shows that greater exposure to stores that sell tobacco is strongly linked to higher smoking rates and tobacco-related harms
; and

WHEREAS, The costs of tobacco-related disease and death are close to $500 million each year for San Francisco
;

WHEREAS, Higher tobacco retail density encourages smoking by making cigarettes more accessible and available, by normalizing tobacco use, and through increasing environmental cues to smoke;
 and

WHEREAS, Higher exposure to tobacco products results in increased youth smoking rates; 
 and

WHEREAS, Research shows that the greater the exposure to tobacco outlets, the more likely a neighborhood is at risk for tobacco related death and disease, specifically low-income communities
; and

WHEREAS, San Francisco residents are not impacted equally by exposure to tobacco retail outlets; and

WHEREAS, San Francisco’s most disadvantaged neighborhoods are disproportionately impacted by high tobacco retail density.  The six supervisorial districts with the highest proportions of tobacco retail by population (3, 5, 6, 9, 10, and 11) also have the lowest median household incomes in the city. African American and Latino residents are more likely to live in districts with the highest number of outlets;
 and

WHEREAS, Youth continue to have ready access to tobacco in San Francisco, and the most recent California Healthy Kids Survey data of the SFUSD revealed that 51% of 9th graders thought it was “fairly easy” or “very easy” to obtain cigarettes;
 and

WHEREAS, A recent California study shows that student-smoking rates are higher for schools that had tobacco outlets within a thousand feet of the school; 
 and

WHEREAS, In San Francisco over 60% of tobacco retail outlets are within a thousand feet of schools; 
 and


WHEREAS, Reducing the concentration of tobacco outlets with permits to sell tobacco, particularly in more vulnerable communities, can reduce smoking rates and decrease tobacco related harms;
 and

WHEREAS, The Institute of Medicine—the US’ premier advisory body on health policy—recommends regulations to reduce the number and density of tobacco outlets to reduce tobacco-related disease and death; 
 and 

WHEREAS, Amending and adding to Article 19 in the San Francisco City and County Health Code to limit the number of tobacco permits available to a supervisorial district to 5 for each 10,000 residents in that district will significantly limit exposure to tobacco outlets and reduce harms to youth and community residents in all San Francisco districts; and

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Use Reduction Force as well as the San Francisco Department of Public Health supports emerging efforts to provide technical assistance and resources to assist corner stores to shift their dependency away from selling commodities that are harming our communities; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, In order to protect the health of all San Francisco residents, the San Francisco Youth Commission supports in concept reducing the disproportionate exposure of tobacco caused by higher tobacco density in areas with high numbers of people of color, low income residents, and youth by setting a limit on the number of tobacco retail permits that applies to all supervisorial districts.
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