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[Substance abuse treatment in YGC] 

RESOLUTION URGING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO IMPLEMENT DAILY SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT IN SAN FRANCISCO YOUTH GUIDANCE CENTER

WHEREAS, Juvenile detainees have been identified as a group that participates in high risk behaviors including substance abuse, early sexual activity, violence, and gang involvement; and, 

WHEREAS, Juvenile detainees often have physical and psychological disorders that contribute to behavior problems; and, 

WHEREAS, The majority of youth are detained for drug possession, and/or sales of illicit substances, and were under the influence at the time of incarceration; and, 

WHEREAS, in 1999,48% of teens knew a user of hard drugs, and in 2000, 44% of teens had used hard drugs; and,

WHEREAS, There are community-based organizations that have contracts with Juvenile Probation Department that offer substance abuse treatment services; and, 

WHEREAS, Among 12th graders, ecstasy use rose from 5.6% in 1999 to 8.2%in 2000, and for the first time, 8th graders showed increased rates in their use of ecstasy as well; and,

WHEREAS, Approximately 2.1 million youths age 12-17 had used inhalants at some time in their lives as of 2000; and, 

WHEREAS, The percentage of youth aged 12-17 that smokes marijuana once a month remained unchanged between 1999-2000 (37.2% in 1999 and 37.7%in 2000); and,

WHEREAS, The issue of adolescent substance abuse is just beginning to surface as a major priority in our nation; and, 

WHEREAS, Most substance abuse programs for adolescents focus on prevention not treatment; and, 

WHEREAS, There is no substance abuse treatment options for youth while detained in youth guidance center; and,

WHEREAS, Many crimes committed by juveniles have been linked to substance abuse; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to implement daily substance abuse treatment in San Francisco Youth Guidance Center.
JESSE A. COTTRELL, CHAIR
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