FILE NO.
                                                                                RESOLUTION NO. 0304-018


[Urging the passage of SCA-19]

RESOLUTION URGING THE SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO URGE THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO PASS SCA-19 AND LOWER THE VOTING AGE TO 14.

WHEREAS, According to a recent Interep report, teenagers in the Untied States spent $172 billion in 2001, contributing enormously to the U.S.’s tax base and economy, while not casting a single vote to influence how that tax money was spent; and,

WHEREAS, This practice of taxation without representation was one of the main reasons for the U.S.A.’s war of independence with England; and,

WHEREAS, California State Senate bill SCA-19 proposes to lower the voting age to 14, giving 14 and 15 year-olds a quarter vote and 16 and 17 year olds a half vote; and,

WHEREAS, This lowering of the voting age will reduce the amount of political apathy so wide spread in youth today by giving young people a feeling of buy-in into their society at an early age, creating better citizens in the long run; and,

WHEREAS, Lowering the voting age would force legislators to consider the reaction of a broader voting constituency and a wider array of opinions, a situation leading to better protected youth services; and,

WHEREAS, The United States of America prides itself in its free democracy and in the idea that the country gains its strength from its pluralistic model that depends on the inclusion of a wide range of opinions; and,

WHEREAS, Californians below the age of 18 are regularly tried as adults; and,

WHEREAS, Under the current voting system, young people stand beside ex-convicts and illegal immigrants in a highly exclusive group of individuals without the right to vote; and,

WHEREAS, Turning 18 is tied to dealing with a slew of other changes in a person’s lifestyle, such as moving away from home, that make voting a low priority, especially when an 18 year old is asked to vote in a new location where they don’t understand the issues up for debate at the ballot box; in contrast, youth at 14 and 16 years of age are usually stationary and immersed in a culture with issues they understand; and,

WHEREAS, Studies have proven time and time again that the earlier in life one forms a habit, the more likely a person is to retain that habit; and,

WHEREAS, The government spends millions of dollars funding a vast multitude of programs to keep youth from picking up bad habits, such as drug use and violence; allowing young people to begin voting at a younger age will cost nothing; and,

WHEREAS, There are plenty of adults who are ignorant and allowed to vote not to mention those who are otherwise considered mentally incompetent and allowed to vote, people such as schizophrenics, senile geriatrics, and those hospitalized for other mental illnesses; and,

WHEREAS, Currently, a person under the age of 18, no matter how aware of the political issues surrounding them and mentally competent they may be, are not allowed to vote under any circumstances; and,

WHEREAS, The national Kids Voting Project, which held mock elections for young people beside real voting places that over a million youth participated in, found that having young people vote encouraged other members of the family who would not have voted to vote as well and, 

WHEREAS, If SCA-19 passes, the new group of youth voters will be the type of people who care about politics and their communities, just as in the rest of society; now,  therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to urge the State of California to pass SCA-19 and lower the voting age to 14.

JESSE COTTRELL, CHAIR







SAN FRANCISCO YOUTH COMMISSION 

Commissioner Cottrell

SAN FRANCISCO YOUTH COMMISSION 

Page 3

4/1/2004
j:\youth comm\legislation\03-04 legislation\placing aca 25 on the ballot.doc

