FILE NO.
                                                                                RESOLUTION NO. 0304-021


[Urging the appointment of a School District Liaison]

RESOLUTION URGING MAYOR GAVIN NEWSOM TO MAKE THE APPOINTMENT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT LIAISON A PRIORITY.

WHEREAS, There are many issues facing our schools that are of great importance to the San Francisco community, such as sexual harassment, gun violence, poverty, and drug use; and,

WHEREAS, The poor physical condition of schools is another issue affecting students; and,

WHEREAS, It was expressed at the Home Away From Homelessness Homeless Education Action Forum, the Frontline Conference, and the Youth Commission Budget Training that coordination between the school district, city departments and community organizations is needed to support homeless youth, youth impacted by violence, and youth-led organizations that have limited resources; and,

WHEREAS, School administrators, educators and students are trying their best with limited resources to improve the educational experience of students; and,

 
WHEREAS, Due to the state budget cuts, schools have fewer resources and need the support of city departments and community organizations that offer useful services; and,

WHEREAS, It has been expressed by community organizations, city departments and schools that there are many challenges when communicating and coordinating services, often causing miscommunication, poor relationships and under-served youth; and,

WHEREAS, Lack of coordination between the Recreation and Parks Department and schools regarding use of facilities and fields is one example of how the city and schools will benefit from having this liaison; and,

WHEREAS, This appointment would give the Mayor a full understanding of issues facing youth and schools in San Francisco; and,

WHEREAS, The issues facing the greater San Francisco community also face the schools of San Francisco; and,

WHEREAS, The Mayor, the school district and community organizations have all agreed that this position is needed and will be effective; and,

WHEREAS, The School District Liaison will respect and value the voice of students and work effectively with, not against the school district; and,

WHEREAS, The School District Liaison will be person of integrity and have an understanding of the diversity of San Francisco schools. Now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission urges Mayor Gavin Newsom to make the appointment of School District Liaison a priority.

JESSE COTTRELL, CHAIR
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