FILE NO.
                                                                                RESOLUTION NO. 0304-023


[Supporting TANF.]

RESOLUTION URGING THE SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO URGE GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER AND THE SAN FRANCISCO STATE LEGISLATURE TO PRESERVE $20 MILLION IN “TANF-PROBATION” FUNDING FOR BAY AREA COUNTIES THAT ARE PRIORITIZING PREVENTION AND ALTERNATIVES TO INCARCERATION AS A CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY

WHEREAS, San Francisco serves as a leader by being one of only a few counties in California who uses its TANF funds for alternatives to incarceration; and,

 
WHEREAS, TANF funds 75% of the community services for youth served through the Juvenile Probation Department including case management, education, gender specific services, employment, family support, mentoring, life skills, and alternatives to detention; and,

WHEREAS, TANF supports more than 40 non-profit organizations that provide critical services for at-risk youth in the juvenile justice system; and,

WHEREAS, Alternatives to detention such as Home Detention, Intensive Supervision, Peer Courts, ROOTS, and Center for Young Women’s Development offer ways to keep youth out of the prison system; and,

WHEREAS, TANF services are available to youth ages 10-22, pre and post arrest, and roughly 30% of these youth have already been in the foster care and/or mental health systems, with an additional undocumented percentage not living with either birth parent; and,

WHEREAS, The majority of youth referred to Youth Guidance Center (YGC) are returned to the community with support services from a nonprofit agency under contract with the Juvenile Probation Department which last year alone used TANF funds to support programs serving almost 2,000 of the city's highest risk youth; and,

WHEREAS, programs that have helped youth by preventing them from going to Juvenile Hall and given them services which offered an alternate future will be in jeopardy if TANF is cut; and,

WHEREAS, Without the 3.6 million dollars in TANF which supports community based organizations youth leaving Juvenile Hall will no longer have that vital help and positive guidance that they need to live a normal life and prevent future incarceration; and,

WHEREAS, Youth will not know where to go for mental support advice and for rehabilitation in their lives, which will lead to more crime and more inmates in Juvenile Hall; and,

WHEREAS, We will be forced to abandon our efforts of helping San Francisco's youth avoid incarceration which is the main goal of juvenile justice policies in San Francisco; and,

WHEREAS, The impact of cutting TANF funding would be incredibly severe on San Francisco's most challenged youth, families and communities; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, The San Francisco Youth Commission urges the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to urge Governor Schwarzenegger and the San Francisco State Legislature to preserve $20 million in “TANF-probation” funding for Bay Area counties that are prioritizing prevention and alternatives to incarceration as a crime prevention strategy; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to urge Governor Schwarzenegger and the San Francisco State Legislature to allocate $ 3.2 million in non-TANF funds to preserve these services in San Francisco; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the Mayor and the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to preserve these services with $ 3.2 million dollars in local general fund dollars, specifically designated as new funding for community-based alternatives to incarceration to the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice or DCYF.

JESSE COTTRELL, CHAIR
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