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"",kto them wrthout haltlng repllcatlo‘rﬁ?lN ﬂ‘t’ré’l?{zp h@%ntlﬁoﬁres re‘llfe? rbtebiors ﬁgams fife
~ but they emerge after lnfectron or vaccination.

- Antlbodles Do Not Ensure Immunity

A recent study from Shanghai showed that among 175 patients who recovered from COVI|
undetectable neutralizing antibody levels. Similarly, researchers at Rockefeller University fc
convalescent patlents 33% had no detectable neutralizing antibodies while 46% had low le
recovered, presumably the cellular component of the immune system fought off the virus.
could also fail to generate protective antibodies in a sizeable sub-population.

Even if neutralizing antibodies do develop, it's not yet known how long they last or the amo
CoV-2. Some viral infections like the common cold - often caused by different coronavirus
transient antibody levels that do not bestow lasting immunity. As for the antibodies to the
'MERS and SARS, they declined after several months. Likewise for antibodies arising after i
, the case of AIDS, there’s an abundance of antibodies to HIV but they are non- neutralrzmg ¢
we stlll have no vaccrne against AIDS or any coronavirus.

; 35093502003B@Bﬁ@@53@@@9“99@3@@@0969@3@5EQQW\BB6@@@@6&5&&9@@”9@9@3@9@@@&

Contra these gloomy laboratory studies, clinical findings from South i
, the specter of re-infection. Among 263 patients who fully recovered f
~ tested positive for SARS-CoV-2 weeks later, none harbored viable vm
- Ionger infectious.”

Another reason w'hy Viral infections evade the immune system is that viruses mutate so th
. Prelrmlnarv data from China indicates that SARS-CoV-2 mutates frequently and some strai
, than others The deadlrer mutations recovered from Chinese patients were also noted in p;

 New York State. The mrlder strains resembled those in Washington State. Thus, mutations
o ,lvarrable mortallty rates seen in different regions. A non-peer reviewed article by Korber et
],jSARS CoV- 2 mutation dubbed “D614G” that is replacing the original Wuhan virus across th
New York Though challenged by other scientists, such mutations, like those of the flu vrru
develop an effectrve vaccrne or to prevent re-infection.

"Antrbodles whether acqurred by natural infection or vaccination, may not be protective. ln
. ,,'the World Health Organization rejected antibody tests to grant “immunity passports” ~ cer
; - Crrculate freely without fear of re-infection. WHO declared; “There is currently no evidence t
~ from COVID-19 and have antibodies are protected from a second infection”. Also, many anti
Scientists warn that segregating society on the basis of dubious biologic data can threatel
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- SARS-CoV- 2 blnds to ACE-2 receptors that are found throughout the body, notably the airw

o lining of blood vessels, the heart and kidneys. This explains the widespread organ involver

& ‘,S‘om‘e patlents succumb to an unruly inflammatory cascade called a “cytokine storm” whel
- cells attack organs infected by the virus. A related immune over-reaction called “multi-syst
,asaffected some children weeks after being exposed to SARS-CoV-2.

e "Conversely, SARS -CoV-2 weakens the immune system by binding to CD-147 receptors on |

virus. Thus, anti-viral immune cells get infected by the virus they are supposed to destroy.
L show markedly deoressed lymphocyte counts, but those who are severely ill show “functio
s ;,lymp‘h‘cytes So SARS CoV 2 acts like HlV by neutrahzmg a key component of the | 1mmune

“fCo\’/ 2Camouﬂages the cells it mfects resulting in “immune evasion”. By hiding its tracks
; recognmon and ellmmatlon of virus- mfected cells This mechanism could allow SARS- Co\

June 2020
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~ Mystique of COVID-19 Transmi
r. Derek Kerr SR T ;
o date, we have been told'tha’t SARS-CoV-2 (severe acute respiratd
the new coronavirus that causes the disease called COVID-19, is s
infected persons cough or sneeze. These virus-laden droplets can
mouth Droplets also land on nearby surfaces. If we touch contaminated s
noses eyes and perhaps gemtals the virus can invade our bodies. That's £
receptors on mucosal cells but cannot penetrate intact skin. Accordingly, b
: keepmg 6 feet -away from others Washmg hands frequently, and avoiding touching our fao

,'}Upon recognlzmg that mfected people were transmlttmg the virus without or before feelmc
As vey of 3,000 people in ltaly found that; “the great majority of people infected with COV.
asymptomatlc but represented a formidable source of contagion”. By definition, asymptomg
sneezmg S0 they probably spread the virus by other means. |
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here | da ‘ nydlcatmg that the virus can spread by aerosol — not just droplets. In general,
rosols consrst of mrcro droplets measuring less than 5 microns. The SF fog is one

. "droplets deposrt mthe upper arrway where they are typlcally trapped by mucus that is pusr
halr—llke structures called cilia. Aerosols are largely blocked by face masks, especially N95 N95
I artlcles‘above O 3 mrcrons :

of aerosohzed vrruses Once contammated areas were sanitized, the air within became vm
atthe U‘mversrty of Nebraska Med|ca| Center found viral RNA in air samples from rooms o
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: Better yet Wlpe down contammat@é %Upfa”b{eg@"ér”“’éé'ﬁ@élgﬂy 57 Bliredine Gath st
. 'soiutlon.‘Chm et al used micro-droplets of virus solutions to test viral viability against varic
~ and sUrfa‘ee‘si, Mos‘tyhousehold disinfectants neutralized SARS-CoV-19 ~ but acids like vine
 virus, so dryers set at high, about 130 degrees F, would eliminate SARS-CoV-2 from clothin

_ Alarmingly, they found that the virus remained viable for 14 days at 39 degrees F, so refrige

sanitized. Reassuringly, the virus lasted less than 3 hours on printing or tissue paper at roc

‘ ('cohtkaminated banknotes harbored viable virus for 2 days and cleared on day 4. Cloth and®

_ days while glass surfaces cleared within 4 days. Plastic and stainless steel held viable vire
7 Hence the need 1o wash hands often; at least 10 times daily has proven ideal.

. fThe Ilkehhoo‘d of alrborne infection depends on the dose of virus transmitted and the dura
. unmasked f’aceéto-face‘chat could pass the virus. Accordingly, if unmasked, avoid crowdec
. p}aces As for conversa’uons keep them short, masked and distanced.

‘ Dr Derek Kerr isa San Francrsco investigative reporter Contact: watchdogs@westsideobser

May 2020
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f fo 1o
, The FTC adVISes to hang up on roggcfaﬁé :'Déj h%t‘pc'rgejgsna}ny H&ﬁ%”%‘ér’sﬁ‘%?afﬁ"é’&vg?é%yhé%%fs"{ﬁ

more robocalls. Whether commercial solicitations come by phone, email or text message,
~ wire money. Beware also of fake COVID-19 charitable solicitations. Check to see if the cha
calls for donatiOns Report solicitation scams to the FTC at 1-877-382-4357.

. Snake Oll The World Health Organization (WHO) has alerted the global community at
 that claim to prevent detect treat or cure COVID-19.” Notably, deceptive websites generall
_ landline phone number. Consumers are advised to seek guidance from a medical professi
. ,'scammers are flooding the US market with fake or untested sanitizers and disinfectants, ¢
“ fcoronawrus The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) lists approved sanitizers and thre

‘ r‘etallers who sell unregistered COVID-19 related products.

. Social :Secuyri‘ly Scams The Social Security Administration (SSA) is warning the

. jthreatening sUspension of Social Security benefits due to COVID-19 —related office closure
. recrprents tocall a number operated by scammers. They demand personal information or |
. wire transfer to preserve your benefits during the COVID-19 shut-down. The SSA emphasiz
Secunty payments or beneﬂts during the pandemic - or demand fees. Report these crooks

~ The IRS reports awave of calls and emails from fraudsters seeking personal information C
~ the $1 200 "Stlmulus Check.” The official term is “Economic Impact Payment” and the IRS !
Yyour bank account The IRS does not call or email taxpayers to verify personal or banking i
identity theft cons. Do not open “IRS Emails” or click on any links or attachments within thj
~ involves sendlng taxpayers a bogus IRS check with directions to call a number to verify the
it Report such scams at, httos [www.irs. qov/Dnvacv-d|scIosure/reoort—phlshlng

. f,tnformatron and cautron are protectwe against cheats. Get definitive guidance and subscn
. :for Dlsease Control and Preventlon at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019- ncov/whats
‘k ubhc Health prov1des information and updates on COVID-19 at; https://www.sfdph. org[_[
Cltys overall responses can be tracked at; https://sf.gov/topics/coronavirus-covid-19.

Dr. Derek Kerr IS a San Francrsco investigative reporter Contact: Watchdogs@westSIdeobser

April-May 2020
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 Fenta "y' & Meth Push Overdose Deaths to

esiside San Francisc
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 the street opioid of choice because it's cheaper and delivers a better rush, per Dr. Phillig
‘ Substance Use Research. Because the purity of street fentanyl varies, users don’t know
- overdoses. Data Dr. Coffin shared with the Westside Observer shows that fentanyl-relat
~ annually since 2015, reaching 162 in 2019. But that's a partial count due to the 6-montt
and toxicology results. DPH projections for 2019 foresee around 200 fentanyl-linked ov
'fataliti,es far exceed heroin plus prescription opioid deaths.

To oQUnter the overdose epidemic, the DPH employs a Harm-Reduction model. This inc
‘ and clinics, freely distributing naloxone (Narcan) a drug that reverses opioid overdoses,
. "strips‘so users can check their stash, and planning drug sobering centers. Needle acce
. 1o symOk]e'ratherthankinject fentanyl and offer aluminum foil to facilitate this safer optic
- sin'g'le roorn occupancy hotels wh‘ere 30% of overdose deaths occur, advising drug usetr
Treatment strategies include easing access to methadone and buprenorphine (Suboxos
Once rmplemented Mental Health SF will expand these services.

. Methamphetamme

Methamphetamlne is largely produced by Mexican cartels that import the chemical pre
'cooarne it'sa strmulant but longer-lasting and cheaper. Meth-related overdose deaths t
decade. However, the numbers exploded in 2019. As the Medical Examiner told the WS
deaths as of March, with a projected total of 252. That's double the 126 meth deaths lo
'overdoses the DPH found that 47% of Psychiatric Emergency visits in 2017-18 were mi

o ‘Although no medrcatrons can reverse methamphetamine overdoses or block cravings, :

f 'Contrngency Management whereby users receive cash rewards for staying clean. Senc

' ?Senator Scott Wrener would provide Medi-Cal coverage for this intervention. Based on |

 Force recommendations, a 12-bed Meth Sobering Center with access to counseling an
- ‘,Tenderlom this year e

- Overdose Deaths and Preventlon

Overdose deaths refer solely to acute drug poisonings. They exclude drug-related deatt
- f;rnjunes and mfectlons Also excluded are alcohol related deaths that are categorized d

- overdoses involve multiple drugs, it’s difficult to determine which one was lethal. For ex
. methamphetamtne overdoses involve other drugs - mostly fentanyl. So fentanyl contrlb
attributed to meth cocaine and heroin. When one death is caused by 2 drugs, it general
_reports. That's why the sum of individual drug-related fatalities exceeds the number of

e San Francisco Media. N
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steadlly dropped since therr peak 2010. The breakdown in the City’s oontamment effort
avarlabrllty and desire for fentanyl - and meth.

. ;'Z'To curb the avarlabrhty of dangerous drugs, the US Attorney for San Francisco launchec
Vdealers and suppliers last August. This “Federal Initiative for the Tenderloin” started by
Cd ug trafﬁckers who commuted from the East Bay. This intervention gave residents a w

7 Nrmldatmg open- air drug market. Yet, prior drug raids by the SFPD faced criticism fort

‘ "eded such enforcement measures brlng transitory relief.

] overdose epldemlc grves reason to establish Supervised or Safe Injection Sites hke
eported in the September 2017 WSO, Safe Injection Sites (SIS) can prevent overdos
itate addlctlon treatment but may relieve a fraction of the problem without i lmprovr
d:rug L sers is low due to registration requirements and the stronger allure of the street
m’ore Crty users wanted “food and showers” than drug treatment from an SIS. Injec
- raurnas and despalrthat drrve addiction. : _ 3

‘.San Francrscos S-year quest for SISs has been thwarted by federal prohibitions and op]
" jenforcement groups Hopes that the State would protect SIS operators were dashed w}
Assemblv Bill-186 in 201 8. Brown called the bill “all carrot and no stick” for “enabling Illr
ithou requmng treatment for addrotron With Governor Newsom in office, an identical
Sena or Scott Wlener and re-branded as an “Overdose Prevention Program” was mtrodL
ruary, Superwsor Matt Haney called on the Governor to issue an Executive Ordr

oared thls February when Philadelphia got Federal Court approval for an SIS by
e5 rather than enable drug use, thereby not violating federal law. However, a pub
_»the local US Attorney torpedoed the plan. Although Mayor London Breed introduced leg
: ’SIS US Attorney Davrd Anderson who orchestrated the Tenderloin drug raids vows to sl
'mpact of the COVID 19 pandemrc on efforts to contain the opioid epidemic. |

AH told the DPH funds 65 programs to provide drug and alcohol treatment services - a
ental health budget Contractors served 5,975 substance abuse clients last year. Yet | r
: ‘i“show the Health Commlssmn that its many - and costly - interventions are still effectrve
: deaths drug_ related Emergenoy Room visits and hospltalrzatrons rndlcate that City pro<

https://westsideobserver.com/news/watchdog.html#oct20
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- Some sewer clalms were fraudulent’but routinely approved by the Claims bureau, at tax

':fby Dr Derek Kerr

- As explalned in the July 2018 Westside Observer, these numbers are static.
They are not updated to include late crime reports. Such updates are logged
; lrnfco_SFPD s separate CompStat database. Therefore, the crime figures

https://westsideobserver.com/news/watchdog htm#oct20
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Society of Professional Journalists, NorCal Chapter

as detalled in the Westsrde Observer in September and November 2014, and February %

- Hoepers probing threatened managers close to Herrera, her investigation was shut dov
~her position in July 2012. She was transferred to the DA’s Office and later terminated. T
,,Sewerggte.__ In 2018, the NorCal Society of Professional Journalists recognized Hoepe
- lnfo’r‘mation Awyard in the Whistleblower category.

s@aeaeaaaaoe@eeaeeeaéaaeeee&aeeaae@e@»‘aemaeeeeaee%aeeee&aaaegewa@ma

Taxpayer costs will exceed $5 million since the City has been pay |
Nest law firm $850/hour to defend Herrera. Keker & Van Nest alr
$2 267 75 back in September 2016, records show."

The Court of Appeals sustained Hoeper's awards of $1,338,578 for lost wages, $1,291,

$2.4 million for attorney’s fees. The City argued that these awards were unwarranted ar

" characterlzedthe Cltys appeals as “without merit”. Taxpayer costs will exceed $5 millio

,paymg the Keker & Van Nest law firm $850/hour to defend Herrera. Keker & Van Nest al

~ backin September 2016, records show. Karl Olson, one of Hoeper's attorneys, told the \

~ California Supreme Court to review the case, but only 5% of such Petitions for Review a
. Op Ed A specral 1o the Westside Observer)

February 2020
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* Auto Burgiars Assail Westside, Ea'
| - Migrate to LA |

flthough citywide auto burglaries seemingly dropped 2% in 2019,
they soared by 24% on the Westside. The table below is derived
from the Taraval Police Station’s excellent website. Note the
surge in auto burglaries since August,
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; CompStat show thatin 2019, home and shop burg aries numbered 334 versus 50

- That may reassure Sunset resrdent ' "s the July 2019 WSO reported home mvaSIo
L uprlsmg in that predommantly Asran nelghborhood '

TVeaR [ JAN | FEB [ MAR 'A"péf m% J‘um* UL | sep
2009 [ 157 |3 f vz | o9 | 107 | 101 | 11| 167 | 189 |
(2008 | 134 | 100 | 122 | 100 | 121 | 104 | 128 | 135 | 95

2017 ] 121 | 1o | 157 | 14 | 176 | 149 | 148 6| 115

. "Accordmg to cntyW|de CompStat ﬂgures there were 25 677 car break ms in 201 9 versu<
~is dubious. By the time ¢ s | total
: ;j:"reductl n.ﬁ‘On top of t ; 4,ipub||shed numbers u

~ botherto report break—lns when arrest rates llnger around 2% However comparedt

. vehlcles in 2017 the cri 'ewave has subsrded ‘, ‘ o ~

Sa ) Francnsco rsnt sufferlng alone wrth thl" ‘
‘f‘there were mcreases of 25% |n Oakland 32% in Berkeley and 48% in San Leandro As re

5 |SzJanuary, the Los A
. embers have been tra

E'ikauto burglarles ln Hollywood usmg electrlc scooters to hustle the goods
- Oakland and 5 people were arrested . ‘

|  What's happemng closer o home? The WSO asked Taraval Station’s Captam Nrcholas F
- Westsrde car break-lns He mdlcated that he was revrewmg the cnme datawrth hlS STaf

_withoUt expressed consent.
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annams In 5an Franéiscoztne Profassizonwolrer s vepdi dhvthenldghinzear:
marijuana industry, shows how efforts to curb the illegal market while helpi
on Drugs can backfire.

‘ In 2016, 74% of San Francisco voters passed California Proposition 64, allowin
cannabls for adults over 21 without a prescription. Since January 2018, these recreatio
beeyn tracked from seed to sale” to ensure consumer safety and prevent illegal diversic

»an;as@s@&gamaa@aesaaamasa@maamaaaaeam@maaamn@a@»aaaa@ama&aaasea@s;3

This quagmire burdens taxpayers . . . In 2018-19 it collected $360,
operatmg budget. Those fees came from existing businesses. But |
zero application fees due to the logjam. Yet, its operating budget w

With this mandate, the Board of Supervisors passe
cannabis businesses 600 feet away from schools ¢
and along commercial corridors. Then Ordinance 2
process. It included an Equity Program that prioritiz
the War on Drugs, and an amnesty program so sorn
the legal market by complying with regulations. The
to manage these processes. The Controller’s Ofﬁce
permitted cannabis operations.

The land-use Ordinance worked, as shown by the O
At this time, the only Westside storefront dispensai
'D,oors are open at21 61 Irving St.  and medicinal cannabis is Barbary Coast Sunset at

. two on Ocean Avenue are closed for renovations. B

: ,created a self defeatmg solution. |

REGULATORY LOGJAM Although 212 cannabis businesses are authorlzec

operatmg Thats way less than the 387 operating in Oakland. Of these 118 operating bl
- jretallers and all were pre- eXJStlng or pre-approved Medical Cannabis Dispensaries. lee
. only retallers growers, manufac’turers and distributors were already in place. New busi
- ;Thats because Equnty Program applicants hold top priority. By City law, no other apphc¢
equnty entrants get 50% of all permits issued. Only three equity entrants have been appl
~ backlog.

EQU'TY REVERSAL Equity Program applicants must meet strict criteria Invc

. and school a’ttendance loss of housing, or arrests for cannabis-related crimes. Then, tk
' approvals from SFPD, Cannabis Planning, Public Health, Building Inspections and Fire

P2325
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- ‘~ Cannabrs Storefront Retarlers in San FranorscoStorefronts are heavily olustered in the
- ' Market Street corrldor Note Delivery-only retail operators not ¢ <

- .store-front drspensarres Another 144 awalt approvals for dellvery only outfits or cultrva
- drstrlbutlon ooperations. The backlog is so bad that new equity applicants face an addltl
- ,belng consrdered As for non- equrty appllcants they re shut out entirely.

- Meanwhlle equrty appllcants are crushed by expenses srnce they must maintain a srte
- ;“Rent alone can amount to hundreds of thousands of dollars while waiting for a permlt
equrty appllcants are forced into debt. Or, they sell ownershrp shares to well-heeled i mve

l

;yoompanres Erther ‘way, the aims of the Equrty Program are thwarted

Although a Commumty Relnvestment Fund was set up to offset costs for equity apper<
"’Clty fears Irabllrty for aldlng sales of a federally—outlawed drug. Further, there are so ma
ha he market will be saturated before they re all approved per the Controller's analysr

'k - s,,k or the black—market entrepreneurs who opted to go legit, they're stuck in the permlt
. th ng illicit market that dwarfs the Iegal upstart by a factor of 3t0 1. As the Report cc
. undermrned its own equrty goals and 1ntent to ellmrnate the illicit market.” l

k ECONOM'C BURDENS ThIS quagmlre burdens taxpayers. The Office of Car

applrcatron and renewal fees In 2018-19 it collected $360,000, about half of its
- oame from existing busmesses But in 2019-20 it will collect zero application fees duel
- - lbudget will top $1 million. Deﬁcrts wrll persist untrl the Office of Cannabis clears the bar
- | all 12 Crty departments supervrsmg the cannabis lndustry, the cost to taxpayers exoeec
- cannabrs sales taxes covered these Iosses That may not last. After 3 years of steady it
deolrnedby 16%thenileveledout in 2019. Statewide cannabrs sales saw a similar decli

TNt AMNIN 1700 DA
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 Retail Storefront Locations of Proposed Equrty Busrness (currently i in queue) Out of
apphcants 1 33 are applying for storefront retail. The proposed Iocatrons are heava <
Union Square the Mrssron and SOMA

,_"PUBLIC SAFETY PRESERVED. In 2006, the Clty assigned maruuana offr

priority. Since then, cannabis arrests have steadily declined, although African- Amerlcan

i dlsproportlonately affected. SFPD incident reports show a 17% drop in cannabis offens

‘adult-use was legallzed However, this number does not lnclude low- level |nfractrons in

f,compnsed 0. 1% of recorded City crimes. As for| manjuana -related complamts reported
~0.003% of 2018 calls. The Westside enjoys the lowest incidence of cannabis- related cr|
- ~Iogged Just 4% of the City’s 2018 total.

In accord with other studies, the Controller's Report found that property and vrolent crrn

k retarlers dropped by 2%, whereas they rncreased citywide. Larceny theft and burglary pr

. kdlspensanes but also throughout the City and at srmllar rates. Since drspensarres clu
. : Controller's Report concluded; “...crime that occurs near cannabis locations is hkely drl\
commermal drstncts rather than the notion that cannabrs operators attract more crime

- f'yCahfornra Hrghway Patrol records showed that cannabrs -only stops for San Francisco ¢ d
. 2018. Those 31 cases were 10 more thanin 2017 a post-legalization i lncrease Howeve
. increased and compnsed 82% of DUls. The remarnlng DUIs rnvolved other drugs or mrx
?cannabls was used with other intoxicants.

fPUBLlC HEALTH CONCERNS When adult -use cannabls was legahzed t

. 'consumptlon and limit access for young ‘people. Current data for San Francisco is lackl
- _"recreatronal maruuana was legalrzed in 2012, there was no change in youth use rates. P .
_cannabis use among youth decreased - even as many states Iegahzed marijuana. .

- 'Accordlng to SF Unrﬂed School District surveys suspensrons for drug possession (largr
. onur bers are small. There were 57 suspensions in 2018 ¢ red to 44 in2017 - amo

P2327
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~have increased sllghtly since- %@‘IB fé(g‘afnp ﬂi‘é’hﬁir‘ﬁb"é’ﬁé érfé’éﬁ(éﬁigéﬁlera’é’fhgﬁles@'fha‘rﬁ
encounters Onthe other hand cannabis admissions to DPH Substance Abuse Treatme
,jUSt 355 or 4% of admissions were for marijuana. Per the Controller, these numbe
re' Lice cannabls Just further monitoring.

"Ofﬁce of Cannabls has rallied City departments to streamline the permitting proces
pllcants, a$l. 3 million grant was secured along with pro bono legal assistance from
‘ ’emb C‘annabls Oversight Committee, inaugurated in December 2019, will advise t

fac ita evsomally responsnble growth of the cannabls industry.” Hopefully, it will help to

February 2020 |
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SFPD and the FBI

Sup rvisor- Gordon I\/lar opens the hearing investigating the Jomt Terrons
by Dr Derek Kerr

P2328
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- < Socie &lomeﬁﬂwomi.:oumaircr'; NoirCal Chapter
- That arrangement was secretly renewed in 2007, adding tighter FBI controls and secrec

l _Commission. When its contract with the FBI expired in February 2017, the SFPD bailed
yconcerns and the turmorl of switching its Police Chiefs.

;%GG@QEG&&OEB#E&&QQQ&@Q&@E@@%BE@G&@Sa%@?95!’30@5&&@5&&2&&@&%@@@@43&3&@
. *

. Supervisors unanimously passed the ... transparency and act
. In effect, the law authorized SFPD brass and City officials to ov
Join‘t‘TerrOrism Task Force investigations."

;San Franclsco Taxpayers Tapped Previously, the SFPD had usually ass

_ to the JTTF under the direction of the local FBI Office, and ultimately the US Attorney Gi
‘ ‘ pard therr salanes These officers received Top-Secret security clearances and access t
- frdentmes were secret They signed non-disclosure agreements that barred information
~ and underwent polygraph exams. As federal deputies, they could operate anywhere in t
: "maneuver beyond local owrlran oversight and local privacy and civil rights laws. Nominz
if,by such laws, notably SFPD's Department General Order 8.10: Guideline for First Amenc

. SUPEI'VISOI'S WEIgh IN D60 8.10 was designed in 1990 to prevent police mtrl
. k’protests and political assemblies. In the post-9/11 era, unwarranted JTTF practices be
Alarmlng reports and warnings were issued by the Human Rights Commission, San Fra
~and 79 civic groups represented by the Asian Law Caucus, Council on American Islamu
. ',’Accordrngly, in 2012 the Board of Supervisors unanimously passed the Safe San Francr
. govern SFPD participation in federal counter-terrorism activities. The Ordinance enshrir
o DGO 8. 10stransparenoy and accountability provisions. It also mandated Police Comm
. oetween the SFPD and FBl In effeot the law authorized SFPD brass and City officials tc
- :’“rnvestrga’nons :

. That expectatlon proved unworkable because the FBI included “threat assessments” in"
. 'V'_"_actrvrtres FBI “assessments” seek information about persons who may threaten natlon
 laws. Unlrke formal investigations, no “reasonable suspicion” of criminality is required.
al owed more intrusive practices like pretext interviews, physical surveillance, telephon«
;deploylng informants, all without evidence of wrongdoing. Anyone could be targeted bc
_orrace, thereby Iandrng on a federal “terror watch list”. Despite the slippery taxonomy, *
- rnvestrgatrons that can crroumvent criminal justice principles and First Amendment rlgr

- SFPD and FBl CO“ﬂICtS As the FBI White Paper admits, such assessments
 SFPD officers working as JTTF agents. Further, these assessments “usually involve, on
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ACLU Lawyer John Crew

J
- «fk“~~f_Accordrneg, none of the 1 19 assessments/lnvestrgatrons conducted by SFPD's JTTF a i
k‘ /ed departmental approvals None were forwarded to the Police Commission or tr
. "Accountabllrty, records show That's because none targeted “solely constitutionally pr01
repeatedl  told the Pohce Commission. But, “That’s the FBI standard ~ not the SFPD st«
» attorney and polloe practices expert John Crew and several Commissioners at the explt
: DGO 8.10 requires approvals and oversight for investigations that “involve” First Amen<
“,‘p,_that ”solely target such activities. The SFPD had been bending, rf not violating, its ownl
L rnvestlga ‘eand secrecy tenets

ei SFPD s JITF actrvrtres deﬁed the oversight imposed by the Safe SF Civil Rrghts
aotwrtre”are classified, they were withheld from SFPD brass, the Police Commission ar
o Aocounfd bility. Those folks lack securrty clearances. Indeed, the Police Chief's annual «
‘ ‘Commlssron merely assert proper ‘conduct, without evidence. The FBI White Paper add
: by proposrng workarounds rnoludrng, “sanitizing” JTTF reports, or amending DGO 8. 10
i Vformatron from the Police Commission.

; ,Secrecy |n VIOlathn Al thrs secrecy surroundrng JTTF rnvestrgatrons nullrﬂe
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. James Mad Ison Freedom of Information Awart
opled in San Franmsco ancl' @élﬁé}'rljd[’r&ﬁ”d{ Tho&] bréte’d’c‘n el e arashk ‘H,i depEn
- ‘and Presldent.As local politicians including Mark Leno, Scott Weiner, Jeff Sheehy, Tom

- ';'Rafael Mandelman and Angela Alioto warned in 2017: “if this (Safe SF Civil Rights) Ordi
_enforced..local offices will become entangled in the implementation of Trump's policie:
_and residents have unequivocally rejected.” On the other hand, the Police Officer's Asso
~ Commission to restore its JTTF partnership, decrying that it was abandoned “in a politi

Curren’tly, JTTF policies are antithetical to transparency and accountability. Upholding [

; FranclSCO Civil Righ‘ts Ordinance keeps the SFPD accountable to the community it servi

- Involvement in JTTE polmcal surveillance entrains our police to view First Amendment

fWorse more law- abldrng San Franciscans view police as potential threats because unri

- koontravene civil rlghts There are other ways the SFPD and FBI can collaborate to addre
- the JTTF as Portland Oregon has done, strengthens public trust in the SFPD.

‘ Note Source references for this article are provided as links in the electronic version at

,’ Acknowledgement Mlssmn Local and The Intercept first reported on the FBI White Pa;

; ;~-,:Dr Derek Kerr isaSF /nvestlgatlve reporter. Contact: watchdogs@westsideobserver. com

December 2019
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Hedglng the Shake-Up at Laguna Hond

~ byl r Derek Kerr
 hree months after Laguna Honda Hospital (LHH) CEO Mivic Hirose and Quality Dlre
_ ousted, another top executive has fallen. On Sunday, October 7, Acting CEO Maggle
- Madonna Valencia, our Chief Nursing Officer, has left Laguna Honda Hospital” By
. this asan opportunity for us to welcome meaningful changes to our standards, reg
:,Va encras exit to the patient abuse scandal covered in the September Westside Ob
- Restorrng l_HH s standards, reputatlon and purpose won't be easy given the long ’tenure
. _ Hirose. leose served as Associate Director of Nursing since 1999, then as Chief Nursn
- asCEO from 2009 untrl the scandal emerged this June. Over those 20 years, Hirose hel
- ';eculture Lackeys were recruited, mentored and boosted into positions of power. As repc
. Westsrde Observer some nurses openly denounced “favoritism, nepotism and cronylsn
- Wlll be fo manage ‘and transform her predecessor’s entourage. ‘

',_¢~The long delayed departure of Valencia is intriguing. After all, she was directly responsr
nurses who abused 23 pa’uen’ts as well as therr negllgent supervrsors Retarnlng Valenc
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Freedom of lnforma‘ticn Awarc
& Journalists, NorCal € hc;prﬁr

}T' ﬂm:l,r

S s

, ‘,»AII suf‘fered I|fe -threatening overdoses ... caused by m
d ugs smuggled into the hospital. LHH physicians knew someth;

_smuggled into the hospltal LHH physicians knew somethmg was seriously wron
=y hospltals conveyed thelr alarms.

]

"ebruary 2018 one ou’tsxde,doc’cor notlﬂed LHH Medical Director, Dr. M|chael McSha;
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L HH l\/ledlcal Dlrector Dr l\/llchael l\/lcShane

‘ ;: months later by chance, an unrelated lnvestlgatlon of an employee dispute exposed thl
. pllfered meds What happened with LHH's physrcran run Medical Quallty Improvement | l
‘7 'lmprovement & Patlent Safety Committee? Both are charged Wlth problng adverse med

. l\/leanwhlle L HH has stepped up its reporting of: adverse mcrdents to the State. In May
o scandal erupted LHH sent 20 reports of alleged abuses and other lapses to CDPH In J
~_scandal, LHH forwarded 37 reports to CDPH. In Aug st, it was 42. Health’ Dlrector Dr. G
as Laguna Honda changes its culture, there may be an lncrease in the volume of rncrde

- Another kept a patient hospltal ' '; ‘, “ ra we ', ‘afrald to <
death” at LHH. Apparently, LHH’ “"edlcal mvestlgatlom

- 'months later, by chance an unr', ,_,lgzatlon of‘an,eymplog
the patlent druggmgs with pllfe ' .

A burst of reportlng is expected because staffers have be ;rattled by the scandal and
Vthe culture is another matter. One can be open about sym oms but srlent abou 1 ,he un
~ 0n9/10/19 LHH ﬂnally admltted that there had been 'lncrease in AWOL cases o:
‘ the trend has been lqnored for 4 years. Recently, almos ;patlents dlscharged to th
‘ "by gomg AWOL or srgnlng out agamst medlcal advrce Lurlher theft/loss reports an bl
' 7 crease in Serlous lncrde s
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‘medlate Jeopardy - the top category of patient endangerment. State pena
d.’ If the Clty again litigates against them, it could signal that Laguna Hond¢

rek | err was a semor phys:c:ans at Laguna Honda who exposed Wrongdomg by the
hdogs@wests:deobserver com

" November 2019
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; James Maci ison Freedam of Information Awar¢
. 1V|cu anu vvlu:ucm cu Vil LIIC( rm:‘cn)pmﬁ%g)‘ “ggm?pkgﬂﬂgﬁrppu”g{g
- where he met now- Supervrsor Gordon Mar. However, it was his

Jomlng the Frlrprno Students League that set him on his life’s path.

i o.sae@gasasa;eﬁsgeacaesaamee@e@aaeamaas@aaeaeea@mn&

soldiers had repeatedly appeared at IPM

offlces askrng about Brandon’s whereabouts,
office hours and family members. In an e-mail to his brother Aal
worries for the safety of his family and colleagues due to the gov
. and harassment '

', In 2010, he moved to the Philippines to pursue his passion; helping farmers and rndrger
,'He became a permanent resident, married Bernice and raised their daughter Jessie, no
| a correspondent for the Northern Dispatch, an English-language weekly news outlet. Hrr
. government corruptlon mrlrtary depredations under Martial Law, the framing of polltlca
| env1ronmental justice. Also, he volunteered as a paralegal for the Ifugao Peasants Movf
Drspatch open letter declared “The attempt on the life of Brandon is to sow fear and to
communities of Ifugao fighting against a corporate-led hydro-electric project and his cc
~ people’s mass movement” '

~ His wrmng was fearless. In a May, 2014 article titled; “Phil. Army Desecrates Ifugao Deg
;,soldlers rarded homes of local farmers at gunpoint and forced them to open the coffins
; searches were part of the Aquino government's anti-insurgency program that he labele
- bravely took over some duties of the IPM paralegal officer who had been murdered afte
a2 communlst sympathizer”. Per the Inquirer Northern Luzon, “In 2015, Lee was among'

- 'members accused by the military of supporting the New People’'s Army” - the armed wr_l
_ Communist Party. A slew of Facebook threats and vilifications such as “terrorist” and *
. :Brandon and 9 colleagues were mailed pictures of Ifugao burial blankets — an implicit c
- references to “GTFO” (Get the F—k Out) and “NorCal” - pointing to his “outsider” Amern
o publlcly in 2018, after another colleague who campaigned against the hydro-electric pl<
Army rnvestlgators asked Brandon to name his coworkers, he disclosed just two - thosg

_In the days and weeks before being shot, soldiers had repeatedly appeared at IPM ofﬁc‘:

7 ‘d!wliereabduts office hours, and family members. In an e-mail to his brother Aaron, Bran'i

safety of his famlly and colleagues due to the government surveillance and harassmen‘

__commander Maj. Gen. Pablo Lorenzo stated; “As regard the propaganda issue Wherem _
'Phllrpplnes) is behrnd the alleged shooting incident, this is devoid of logic and factual b

' renzo proposed that the Communi

P2335
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- Brandons famlly and frlends have stayed with him, given the ominous intrusions of mili
Supervrsor Gordon Mar pubhcly condemned the ° unconscronable human rights abuses

L Arhérr'cah eitiiens Supervisor Matt Haney flew to the Philippines on a fact-finding miss
i f,hosprtal On 9/1 0/19 the Board of Supervrsors unanrmously passed a Resolutron calhn(

s resolvedi‘A Go Fund Me campargn has been set up to raise money for Brandon’s medrc
. via arrlrft to San Francrsco :

< Kerr IS a San Francrsco mvestrgat/ve reporter Contact: watchdogs@westsideob

October 2019

owaocﬂ.ssbaeaaag»ﬁemeaaeapaﬁnsaamaenaeweeeaesm@mmeaa»seeeee
: i

\Rald»ed West5|de Journalist Bryan Carmod

Bryon Carmody

ryan. 0) rmody, the freelance Journalrst whose Sunset newsroom was raided by
August 13thata Socrety of Professional Journalists (SPJ) forum at Northwestr
Journalrsm in San Francisco. The panel included Natronal SPJ President, J. AIe
the media lawyer who represents Carmody

44 0f236 10/14/2020, 12:00 PM
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James Mad ison Freec:%om of lnformatien Awari
Socisty Df}"roﬁm sional : fofﬁf Chapfef

National SPJ President, |
J. Alex Tarquinio -

“ - Woken up from a deep sleep” by the sledge- -hammering of his gate, a shirtless Carmoc
~ as gun-toting officers plundered his belongings. Upon asking to make a calla cop offen
'.kahead and unlock it for us? No way. Similarly, Carmody said nothing to 2 FB! agents wh
, gconsplracy 'and ‘obstruction of justice”. The cops then raided Carmodys office at 794
 Wwhere they confiscated computers, cameras plus 30 years of notes and dlgrtal photos
; equrpment no way to work. A friend set up a GoFundMe campaign to replace 86, OOO—W
~ the SFPD returned the devices but security experts adVIsed him not to use them E

Thomas Burke

Attorney Tom Burke explamed that the raids were prohibited by the Cahfornra Shre

protects Journahsts including freelancers, from bemg forced o reveal thelr s

- mformatlon Importantly, it also protects sources. After the home and ofﬁce ra|<
March 1st ‘the SFPD had acquired 3 other search warrants for Carmody’s cell phor
phone numbers text messages and location data. All 5 warrants were subseqw
Ju ges who issued them because the SFPD had falled to tell them that Carmody hx
- : ~ SFPD ' =

@BDEQ&@Qﬁaé@@ﬂeﬁ&ﬁaaéébﬁé96@&&6&3@@Q&GD!&‘SD&Q”5850303‘0"”0!_‘@009023‘

 Burke was confident that the SFPD wouldn't use the s‘e’iz‘e\d‘ informs
~ However, the SFPD now knows the phone numbers of police officel
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1ot uc'ﬂemmﬁy'@ﬁ ;'%*M@Lvewwa@ufmwmﬂvatJ,I¢VJ&w1w'5ﬁygrlq"
lanc on strlngers ~ freelance photOJournahsts who cover breaking news

ven law—enforcem'ent Capablhtles for unlocklng computers, Carmody advised, * Dont \
want someone to see” He admitted that he “would have been sunk” without Burke’s Ieg
; ' nedk by pollce can ﬁnd legal help through SPJ’s NorCal chapter or the First Ar

September 2019
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| Laguna Honda’s Silent Abuse Sca
i Dr Derek Kerr o .
- thi Caln‘ornla Department of Pubhc Health (CDPH) declared a state of “Immedla
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Acting CEO Margaret Rykowski

treatmentr Another sprawled on the floor in a soiled diaper. Some were filmed as ¢
affrontsor kasked to borrow money. One was being kicked by a staffer; another mu
- photos and videos had emerged incidentally during a staff-to-staff sexual harassn
families a “Notice of Data Breach” disclosing privacy violations ~ without mentioning tt

 Worse, 5 patients were drugged with non-prescribed morphine, methadone, and tranqui
“,threatenrng comphcatrons and emergency hospitalizations. An LVN had pilfered the me
. ,:He and aCNA exchanged text messages joking about making patients “sleep” and disg

o medrcatrons They were on duty when the druggings occurred. One patient was treated
_ urine tests showrng non-prescribed narcotics between January and August 2018. He di
| caregrvers the perpetrators received annual Abuse Prevention and Reporting trarnlng

alncys;q@a,as:‘ﬁioaaoteeataesnn@Q@aa9&00@5&eeaeaoaama&@a@aw@&eee@e@eun

~ Silence arises from a mistrust of leaders and fear of retaliation. Sil
~ lack of empathy. Health care without empathy leads to abuse and n
- top 3 causes of patrent harms are lapses in superwsmn Ieadershrp
Al are aggravated by fears of speaking up.”

: Ina 201 5 Iecture Dr Ro‘n Wyatt from the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospif

~ Silenceas detrrmental to patient safety. The remedy, a Culture of Safety, requires trust 1
. Vresu]t in action and improvement. Silence arises from a mistrust of leaders and fear of
a Iack of empathy Health care without empathy leads to abuse and neglect. Natronwrd
: h" rms are lapses in supervrsron leadership and communication. All are aggravated by

f , Leadershrp Organrzatronal chmate is set at the top. Unethical or incompetent leaders e .
below ‘When leaders are selected for obedience rather than competence, they are easil
. setbacks Worse, they are threatened by competent subordinates and often push them
~ CEOJohn Kanaley in 2004, then Mrvrc Hirose in 2009, loyalists were rewarded and crrtr<

" work LHHm nage 'S pursued recognmon and trumpeted awards. A PR Director was hu

P2339
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k " -‘1 mlstakenly reported that she had reSlgned In fact she was placed on pald admtnlstratl
did not govern chmcal nursing and those nurses didn't report to her. Yet, LHH Chief Nur
. who does oversee nurses wasn't held accountable. Neither were the supervising nurse

e 'Gomez jOb mvolved reportmg alleged patient abuses — once brought to her attention
- f_freportmg requtrements LHH reported more cases: 28 over the past 2 years. LHH was d
fcases ‘,9‘for tardy reporting. All were patient-to-patient altercations. That helped sink LF
‘ ud 4 stars toa medlocre 2 stars. Ironically, Gomez's amplified reporting set the st¢
_fseparate sp 'te of patrent abuses by staff went undiscovered, Gomez was apparently ﬂl

' f‘radoxmally, Gomez was replaced by Troy Williams, SF General Hospital's (SFGH) Qua
tat nspectors threatened SFGH W|th fines and payment cuts for an lmproper pohcy ¢

urnked to. process churnlng out data and dashboards “True North metrics”, core n
en' workshops became prox1es for patlent well- berng For example LHH s May 5tl‘

‘yof touch WIth patlents and thelr caregivers. If no one noticed that 6 staffers at
0 falled '

TNAMNNIN 1700 DN
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the problems associated wrth cultural dominance. A majority of LHH nurses are from tt
- :_tend to be collec’uvrst rather than individualistic. Though dedicated and caring, LHH nur.
_ out- or cannot afford the nsk :

- Estabhshmg a Culture of Safety requires a root-cause analysis of why these abuses fes
own Complrance Office and Hotline fail to spot the scandal? Does LHH still treat whistl
~ abuses reported and buried? What derailed supervision on the affected wards? Were lir
- :lndrfferent or blinded by group allegrance? How did hiring and assignment practices inf
,*helpless patlents? Hopefully, these questions will be addressed in LHH'’s “Turn-Around |

~ For now, LHH has promised State inspectors that all staff will be re-trained in reporting
- ,fehk,ec’kth'eirpatients weekly instead of monthly, and re-engage with their staff. Hiring wi
:q‘uestiOns about abuse and neglect. Tighter controls will be applied to narcotics and se
-" allegatlons will be audited for timely reporting. As to why this scandal occurred, perhap
. proposed hearlng will provide insights — if employees can safely testify.

ﬁAcknowledgement ‘Thanks to the current and former LHH employees who provided tlp

; 'Dr Derek Kerr was a senior physicians at Laguna Honda Hospltal where he was fired for.
" jby the Department of Public Health. Contact: DerekOnVanNess@aol.com

-SEPTEMBER 2019
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eakmg the Sllence.
Laguna Honda’s Patient Abuse Sc

- Former CEO Mivic Hirose

tUnhed‘and’bew‘lldered. That was the reaction when 1,650 Laguna Honda emp!d
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Jam _Madison Freedom of infmmaﬁon Awart
, family notRGSHS hRaEtrsibr Stmmls ditig ah heprarer
: fAn Actmg CEO has been appomted Margaret Rykowski, RN, Director of the DPH Office
, 'Affalrs Shei is a retired US Navy Reserve Rear Admiral with the Nurse Corps who previo
. Officer at SFGH and oversaw Laguna Honda's Health at Home program. Within 60 days
i :Laguna Honda ‘Turn-Around Plan” to the Health Commission and the Mayor’s Office. .

QGB .Vﬁﬂlﬂﬂ‘bﬁgelﬂ$9$BQBDﬁﬁI59&00"5@09580560.5“6@3&GBFGBOOOQQQGGO@W

Dlrector Colfax made an accurate diagnosis when he identified a “c
| ‘La juna Honda By allowmg abuses to fester, this institutional silen

_ patients but unfalrly shamed the many dedicated workers who care
3 and compassmn. |

Former Quality Management Director Regina Gomez

7' tisl known about the scandal is what the DPH has reported. It's telling that
¢ actions”. A more granular analysns will emerge from an investigation pursue
H'ealth Superv;sor Norman Yee is seeking additional public and professional -
trhe Board's Pubhc Safety and Neighborhood Services Committee. The Westside Obser\
vof the scandal and welcomes conﬂdentlal input from Laguna Honda employees.

he most dlsturbmg aspect of these violations is that they were discovered by
'Hum'h )} Resources mvestlgatlon this January. Nobody reported the shocking mlscondu
r;Colfax m d’e an acourate diagnosis when he identified a “culture of silence” at,
: "fester thls ms’ututlonal snence has not only harmed patients but unfairly sha

50 0f 236 10/14/2020. 12:00 PM
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Photo courtesy: stopcrimesf.com

istrict 4 SUpervisor Gordon Mar heard an earful about property crimes from his
,‘ eak-ins, residents are alarmed about residential burglaries and package thef
‘ worsenmg safety in prevrously low-crime neighborhoods and the targeting of (
cnmlnals o

- On Apnl 25th Superv1sor Mar held a hearing before the Board's Public Safety & Nelghb(
;dozen resndents expressed frustra’uon and outrage. A construction contractor testified
k $8O 000 i in equipment due 'tOJOb -site and office break-ins, and a stolen truck. Yet, pollce
 were dlsappomtmg Most of the commenters were older Chinese residents who recoun
_and even the theft of food delivered to a 90 year old woman. Some feared going out at
_ people wandermg about and sleeping on private property. Seeing strangers now cause
~ said. Amld demands for more police patrols, arrests and prosecutions, one gentleman !
k maybe pollceman sleeping?”

: ossossaaunauoamnanaaazeuaana»aeaeamseaaaaaeaasou5aesanaaasa@eee&aa

- ...reSIdentlaI burglary cases had risen from 137 in 2014 to 237 in 2
18% drop so far thls year. In 2018, the DA filed charges in 86% of bl

SFPD Captam Tlm Falvey provrded statistics showing a steady decrease in residential t
. 201 5 The term robbery means that perpetrators confront victims and take property by
, f:burglanes occur without victims being present. A “hot prowl” occurs when burglars ent
- }present but w1thout confrontlng them. Taraval Station logged 57 hot-prowls in 2018 - t
~ However, the 379 burglarles robberies and hot prowls recorded in 2018 were less than
k'addmonal 41 % declme was noted in 2019.

, These declmes were attrlbuted to the 2018 re-activation of Citywide Burglary and Robb
. ac ss all police stations. Previously, police stations handled residential crimes within

‘ Neighborhood Crime Units. That system missed criminals who worked across station t
system, arrests for burglaries and robberies increased from 322 in 2015 to 465 in 2018

©2020 Westside San
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mes Madison Free lom of Informaﬂon Awan
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Sooervisot Gordon Mar-Photo: Suriset Beacon

S ‘,PD.and Sunset reSIdents agree that package thefts are mounting and can esoal<
ver, ’the SFPD . oesnttrack package thefts as a distinct crime. Instead, they are Iq
d classified as larceny/theft Without data on the incidence and demographij
"oouldn tsay whether Chinese residents were targeted. Despite the citywide in
still h dled as low IeveI cnmes at the statjon Ievel SFPD’s focus has been public edug

i

, ‘oto co-founder of Stop Crlme SE, desonbed how his network of anti-crime volu
. -frental cars to our homes He satd crimes targetmg Asians had moreased and favored

tHout expressed consent. -

P2344
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- - Society of Professional Journaljsts, NorCal Chapter
The handouts also showed that burglaries and robberies had fallen in May, compared t

of anti- -crime nerghborhood leaders; Amos Lim, a gay and immigration rights activist, St
. Wendy Wong from Coahtron for Good Neighborhoods, John Zwolinski, a Neighborhood
: Nancy Tung from Stop Crime SF and a DA candidate. Also present was mayoral candid

' 'k a make SF safe and clean” agenda.

- ‘The multrtude was separated into 4 groups. Afterwards, group leaders reported results
Ask SFPD to provrde more patrols and track package thefts.
- ’o-"SFPD should facrhtate crime reporting, address language barriers and improve respor
‘ “’:-,Increase pohce communrty contacts to make cops more approachable and help resid
- ',“-Seek ‘Cl’[y subsldres for security cameras and alarms.
- Know y'oor neighbors through events like Neighborfest, a ACity program that strengther
. Work'With SF SAFE ’to"organize more Neighborhood Watch groups.

k . Commumtv Ambassador Proqram a CI’[ijb -training program providing safety escort
- presence

- Use Nextdoor a free socral network for neighbors to report suspicious behaviors.

N this led{Supervrsor Mar to form the D-4 Public Safety Working Group. Good thing be

“ ‘cOmmunity action, crime fears intensify. Meanwhile, he has to navigate between progre

. approaches to crime, as well as conflicting claims of crime abatement and a crime wa\
. fﬂ,Captarn Nrcholas Ralnsford for a comment but received no response.

Dr }Derek Kerrisa San FfanCISCO investigative reporter Contact: watchdogs@westsideoh

JULY 2019
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The Struggle for Sunlight on Dark I

] ,Dr Derek Kerr

”heSunlrdht On Dark Monev initiative launched this March is a rear-guard action to salva
' po]mcs The back- story features a split within the Ethics Commission, the resrgnatlons
_and Quentm Kopp, and 2 years of excruciating deliberations that pitted the Ethics Comr
' Sponsored by Keane and Supervisors Mar, Haney, Fewer, Ronen and Mandelman, the Si
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- g}_“Then” ,halr Keane warned against “putting our faith in a Ieglslatlve
r polltlcal jockeymg for Mayor, jockeying for power, one group trylm
' Keane emphasized that he saw no need for an Ethics Commlssmn 1
o mdependently Keane announced “I resign” and walked out o

petus for thrs Inmatlve was the 2013-14 Civil Grand Jury report ‘ntled Ethlcs in th
' 'evealed that Ethlcs and the Board had covertly neutered Prop. J 0f 2000,a.

k krckbacks" whereby Clty officials took contributions, gifts or jObS from th

| d deals or similar beneﬁts This * ‘Taxpayer Protection Amendment recelv

: 003 Prop J Was repealed by Prop E an “Ethics Reform” Charter Amendment sp»

o from Ethlcs Prop E empowered the Board to amend - or undermine — voter lnmatlves rr
- ) _'Govemment Conduct Code Sold as a more efficient way to update ethrcs laws, it a
najor ’”otes 8 of 11 Supervrsors plus 4 of 5 Ethics Commissioners. Prop. E drew p
efhen house features but passed with 62% of the votes. Thereafter, COl’]ﬂlC

S could be altered w1’thout a public vote. For example, in 2009 the Board anc

'"'ose who influence City Hall indirectly by subsidizing the lobbylng of astro

ot have to drsclose expenditures. -

Eth’ s Chalr Paul Renne asked Commissioner Keane to assess Prop J and
ballot.measures Ethlcs can rndependently introduce ballot measures wrthout
’ aced Prop c* Expendrture Lobbylsts on the November 2015 ballot. Approved t
by the nonproﬂt sector. Then in November 2016, Ethics mtroduced Prop T o l:

/ ofﬁcrals ‘whom they lobbled It got 87% of the votes. :

rc' 2017 Keane started a “Prop J Revision Project” that evolved lnto a complex A

L 'lhty Ordmance (ACAO). The ACAO sought a ban on behest payments wherel:
= ““‘see ing Clty entltlements to fund their favored nonprofits or political commlttees = Wh(
: "'j-‘behest" Keane wanted Ethlcs ~ not the Board - to place the ACAO on the ballot since it
o 'ofﬂmals nzterms of ralsmg money ' But it also cramped the fundraising and mﬂuence o)

© 2020 Westside San Francisco Media. No portion of the articles or artwe without expressed consent.
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James hﬂad 5on Freedom oflnfcrmatian Awarti

. ~ Society of Professional Journalfjsts, NorCal Chapter
' ~Slnce the ACAO applred to nonproﬂts big and small, the nonprofit representatives empt

‘nonprofits that struggle to make ends meet and serve needy clients. For these Mom-an
_ too complicated, they argued, drowning them under layers of accountability. They coulc
v1olatlons then sued out of existence by corporate adversaries.

. Nonproﬁts resented belng stigmatized as self-serving. If they don’t lobby in the land usi
k : opening or renovating their facilities — even displacement. By necessity, nonprofit devel

try to influence land use decisions. Further, nonprofit board members often serve on Ci
~would prohibit them from fundraising for their nonprofits, or supporting candidates whe
contracts and beneﬂts.Such limits would deter nonprofit leaders from sharing their ex;
* 'Or they might quit their nonprofit boards to avoid conflicts of interest.

Nonproﬁts Wanted Clty officials to steer donations to them. They viewed behest payme
extortron or qmd pro quos. So, Ethics agreed to switch from banning to simply disclosir
nonproﬂts objected; havrng to report donations could discourage potential donors. Ethi
‘ f;, accommodate therr concerns Yet after every amendment, they sounded the same refrs
,threatened ‘

The Spllt within Ethrcs On one side were Commissioners Renne, Keane and Kopp who ‘
' corruptron via a ballot measure They were generally allied with Friends of Ethics (FOE)
| Lyformer Ethlcs Commlssroner and Givil Grand Jurors. FOE collaborated with MapLight a
‘ 'polrtrcs 1o provrde data supporting bans on certain campaign contributions and behesl
- 12015-16, City Commissioners appointed by the Mayor had reportedly funneled $1.1 mil

:mayoral agendas Further, of $23 million in behested payments logged from 2012-2017 /
~ senving low-income San Franciscans. FOE also pushed to limit the huge monetary i |mpc
- and the resultmg dlsplacement of local residents by luxury housing.

On , ,e other srde were nonproﬂts and big businesses. The nonprofit cause was bolster
. Ed Lee appornted Commissioner Yvonne Lee who has long-standing ties with nonproﬂt
. duty to:support the most vulnerable and community service organizations.” She rebuffe
g from anecdotes rather than facts and because negative perceptions of “Asr
- had mcrted thelr persecutron Commissioner Daina Chiu, a corporate attorney a
' ﬁChu lnrtlally wanted to move “expeditiously” given the “harm done.” Then she drifted, ci
. concerns tolom Lee against placrng the ACAO on the ballot. Aftera 9/27/17 Chronlcle
- jfarlmg to tackle money in polltrcs Chiu deplored “the high-jacking of our electoral proce

. - 'The Sausage Makrng Frnale At the 2/16/18 2018 Ethics meeting, the staff recommend
. on the June ballot However Supervrsor Peskrns aide, Lee Hepner, lmplored Ethics to le
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mied, Ethics acquiesedid!y pfftimtrigih/tiveedia Bldiatushaparion
Ma ‘r_ADonor Disclosure proposal. The Board voted 6 to 5 against banning campaign cc
0 mllllon from developers pursuing land use permits, citing the “highly diffuse and techni
i makmg Commlsswner Kopp's motion to ban behest payments failed. Worse, most of-
L Ordinance 129 18, took effect after the 2018 elections — thus failing to stem the torreni
“don Breed's mayoral bid gained$1,248,098 in funds from Independent Expenditure (
o ey to all other mayoral candidates.

n ‘yls-sroner _ennes term ended in February 2019. Isolated, Kopp resigned in March.
t farlure “to illuminate so called ‘dark’ money” given the “refusal by sor
‘ of pohtrcal pressure from nonprofit corporations and businesses.” Keane, Kopy
on‘ Dark Money lnmatrve to restore some provisions that succumbed to divisio

JUNE 2019
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Tough Contract Negotlatlon5° Unions \
| Dlsobedlence to Disrupt Inequa

chmcal Engrneers
,TE) Local 21 members
staged a novel crvrl
dlence protest at Clty
Il. Some 2 dozen workers
! j‘arrested for blockmg
"tra ¢ by sitting on the Polk -
reet crosswalk. ‘
:o‘nastratrons du_ring

© 2020 Westside San Francisco Media. No portion of the
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- stand to ensure that San Frantids i BERafatwena! drecenins Netg@Gharsien
- money from beleaguered taxpayers, the idea is to hold big corporations and their CEOs
_ services and infrastructure that allow them to thrive. Recent data from the Institute on”
_ shows that some of the largest and most profitable corporations pay no taxes. In 2018,
k;kby3l% accordlng to US Treasury records.Most corporations use tax shelters and subs
_enormous revenues from taxation. So workers and small businesses have to make up 1
- servicecuts.‘

PO BORABNHOEDCOTNDISREORDBDDDEBLHSDEIOANSRDODDBHDOBDLBDREREADEHARGRE S A

...multi-billion dollar corporations like Uber and Lyft get to play by 1
‘ ‘h‘ave to p,ay their fair share towards the public services that City wc

'Targeted by thls demonstratlon were “unicorns” ~ privately-held start-up companies val
‘handful of San Francisco-based unicorns are scheduled to go public through 1POs or ln
~_mint hundreds of new mlllronarres This influx of wealth could further widen income ine

[mcrease homelessness and drive further displacement of long-time San Franciscans. C
- cant afford to live in the City and endure protracted, congested commutes.

. D'emonStratOrs displayed colorful placards of unicorn figures with messages like; “Fair.
“Safe and Healthy Communities;” “Affordable Housing for All” “Dignity and Respect for |
fdont getno contract you don't get no peace” resounded throughout Civic Center as wc
_ Street wavmg srgns ‘and banners. That fervor was balanced by a demure minister from
. concluded wrth an appeal;’ ‘Let justice roll down like a river and let inequity wash away.”"

'Hundreds then charged to Uber headquarters on Market Street to shame the ride- sharrr
‘ 'workers and shreldrng its revenues from taxation. Union members see similarities betw
1 5% of Crty employees who are retained as temporary rather than permanent employee
. protectrons of regularworkers

k . Upon returnmg to City Hall 24 City workers staged a sit-in across Polk Street facing Cl't)
 traffic. Monltorrng the demonstrators were some 50 police officers plus 12 Sheriff’s der
. 77]entrance to Crty Hall The police respectfully warned that arrests were forthcoming. No
. ~budged So the cops gently guided the demonstrators one at a time to stand up to be 21
waltrng paddy wagons ,

. ‘Apparently, rising corporate wealth and predations, coupled with shortfalls in public ser
'portend more dlscontent protests and strikes.

. Dr Derek Kerr rs asan Francrsco investigative reporter Contact: Watchdogs@westsrdeob
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‘ lanes. Such lanes, separated from regular

olorfu «protest agalnst purged parklng was covered in the June 201 8
‘est31de Observers Taraval Merchants See Red Over Parklng Ban.”

o]t y, the Controllers Ofﬂce released a study of SFMTA’s Communrty outreac

‘_'f the publlc report that notification can be inadequate and that SFMTA can

ss of the pUbllC input received.” In early 2018, SFMTA staff upgraded its publlc

' esses lmprovements lncluded public notices with maps and project manager conl
i 'Z‘erested persons and conductlng satisfaction surveys Satlsfactlon ratlngs
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- S'c:\mef}—' of Professional lournalists, NorCal Chapier
. erek Kerr

ine days before the untimely death of Public Defender Jeff Adachi on 2/22/19,
received an email from his office. It detailed allegations of prisoner abuse by ¢
; and offered an interview with Adachi. WSO reporters were busy preparing artic
‘wouldibe time,ywe th,ought, to confer with Adachi, a former WSO contributor and St. Fra

ibbl@a,ﬂaa90'559@5&92&@09&&&@%&”93358@@86%@@8‘?@@&@@:&@&@%§ﬁ@@&@§9@3%

.16 female inmates alleging that some were strip searched in viev
Once naked, the women were ordered to lift their breasts then squs
and co_Ugh for vaginal and anal exams. They felt humiliated and de

. Adachls message mcluded a1/16/19 formal complaint to Sherlff Vicki Hennessy abou
the San Franmsco ]alls and ongoing and repeated misconduct by SFSD deputies.” Adac
 were "fearful of retahation for coming forward with their complaints” but were willing tc

_©2020 Westside San
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Alarme that h|s current compiift Wdullfdj elgisi Faﬂy?{o’lped sedAdadnrany §lf‘p’e§‘\/§§6
< g_a_led foran lndependent investigation and oversight of the Sheriff's Department. After

Hennessy referred the investigation to the Department of Police Accountability — witho
. mvestlga’uve fiasco.

- Mlstreatlng prlsoners is an occupational hazard for guards. That was made clear in the
Experlment Psychologrst Philip Zimbardo recruited students to act as guards and prisc
after 6 days because the subjects who played guards became sadistic toward the inmz
that srtuatlonal forces overtook the subjects’ sense of morality and agency. A similar tr.
- l\/lother Jones reporter Shane Bauer who spent four months undercover as a prison gu
_ treat everyone as human takes too much energy...| focus on proving | Wont back down!
lack of self—control my growrng thirst for punishment and vengeance.”

. One reason thatjall conditions matter is that almost anyone can be arrested. Take Suny
~ Kathleen McCowrn a proponent of natural grass and limited lighting in playing fields. Ir
arrested her for peacefully protestrng the rushed bulldozing of Golden Gate Park to inst
‘ llghts Her December 2014 WSO article, The Shame of Rec and Park, provides the back

‘ Durmgcherone-day stay at County Jail #2, McCowin says her pregnant cellmate ” Amanl
Amanda’s cramps and leaking were dism‘issed Once bleeding occurred, she was taken
chainedto a bed as she miscarried. Upon returning to jail, McCowin offered to switch b
- Amanda ’[he lower bed. Reportedly, the guard wouldn’t allow it and no menstrual pads v

 The Shern‘fs Iepartment was anxious for McCowin to sign herself out as she was con:
, _fjsettled in after a reassuring but expensive phone conversation with her teen daughter. !

. also called her daughter who was supposedly crying for her release. The deputy needle
»daughters needs, _hoping to get her to leave. That call was “fabricated” McCowin lnSlSt‘

- _ to this day. Upon recountlng her jail experiences to her Public Defender, she recalls tha’(‘
- my world”

TheJa 1 envrronment depersonallzes all involved, so the latest allegations of illegal beal
' ‘surpnsmg The. prlsoner guard dynamic creates power struggles that compound the tra
March, ’rhe Health Commrssron passed Resolution 19-5 declaring; “Incarceration is a Pt
“each expenence of being incarcerated is physically and psychologically traumatic wrth
. their famllres ‘communities.” But it’s also traumatic and corrosive for guards who are ez

, would normally disavow. Too often, “rogue” actors are blamed instead of the pa‘thologlc
- cultures, role expecta‘rlons and unchecked power.

At a March 7 heanng before the Government Audits and Oversight Committee, Supervr<
‘ ' isted th if

]

© 2020 Westside !
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terminedQdiely 5 PSRt EHel fhteAfietsy detbiteahepter
1o fchronlc Iack of staff and funds. However, Hennessy acknowledged that in 2018 the
b citizen complam’t mvestrgatrons double the number of previous years. She affirmed hei
: = of 21 misconduct claims to the Department of Police Accountability (DPA). While the D
o testn‘y, Hennessy agreed to require their cooperation. Since the DPA cannot pursue crin
S :Henderson vowed to promptly refer such cases to the DA. And the DA’s Chief of Staff, C
| 'l"‘fwrlhng to assist and pushed for immediate referrals. It seemed that Jeff Adachi's death

’ ' rate and resolve hrs last complaint.

rek Kerr IS an SF award winning investigational Journalist. Contact: DerekOnVanNe

APRIL 2019

"ilvrssaseaaBﬁ%aaaneosuaaet»eﬂmB@ea@asaosgeoasoaaamaacseawme

|ty’s Lapses in Rape Reporting and Han
Reforms

y Dr Derek Kerr :
cross the country, police departments convey that they solve ra|
close them according to an investigation of 60 police agencres .
conducted by Newsy, Reveal and ProPublica.

The publlc views arrests as the way to clear rape cases. But police agenr
even when suspects go free and victims don't get justice. Nearly half of l
eared more rape cases by “exceptional clearance” than by arresting a suspec
D reported that 60% of rape cases were cleared in2016. When journallsts ob

«clrcumstances outsrde their control These mclude when the suspe
. ,rlncarcerated when the District Attorney declines to prosecute, or v

£ here the suspect is, but can't make the arrest due to circumstances outside their cont
s uspect is dead or rncarcerated when the Dlstnct Attorney declines to prosecute, or wr

expressed consent.
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rapecases - 87 more than whatrivds eggrf ft%”‘?%l@%ﬁw@és‘ﬁwo%’é“@r ddbanine

sexual assaults short of rape, but we can't tell. The table below shows these discrepan

‘:SFPD Rape Case Reports

14 |38 109 (31%)
o 4 129 (38%)
6 (49 34 334 (98%)
k7 7 63 (17%)
- —
3521 159/yr (45%)

- When Journalrsts request SFPD s rape data for exceptional clearances, arrest rates or ui
- ge’t stone-walled. As Mark Fahey, one of the Reveal collaborators told us; I talked to the
. Ydepartmentand the Media Relations office — more than a dozen times between Januar
. indicated that fhey did intend to respond to our request, but missed their own deadlines
. "unresponswe " The Westside Observer’s own records request on 12/27/18 was rgnore<
. was acknowledged but noresponse to date.

' ,"By 2021 the actual outcome of rape cases now dubiously reported as “cleared” will be(

' ’, - 'when the FBl will lmplement its National Incident-Based Reporting System nationwide.
a_exceptlonally cleared cases from arrests - unlike the Uniform Crime Reporting Program
~ thisnew system is also flawed as it doesn’t count the many cases deemed * unfounded
| Omrttrng unfounded cases can mask the prevalence of sexual violence and impede soc
. reported cnme rates while boostrng clearance rates. Because of the Newsy/Reveal/Prc
plans to add the ’ unfounded” category to its new reporting system. The SFPD should b,

'The need for reforms emerged when the Board of Supervisors’ Public Safety & Nelghbc
heard from sexual assault survivors and experts on 4/25/18. In emotional testimony, tr
' empathy, respect and lnves’ugatlve zeal from the SFPD’s Specral Vlc’tlms Unit. The City’,
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‘ ‘, < rsnttreated as a public safety threat. Similar deficiencies were identified in a 2017 repc

o Violence commissioned by the Department on the Status of Women and a 2018 report
' flAccountablllty '

| Its ( nIy show the percent of cases Charged that result in convictions — without dis
emams xn the Iow smgle drgrts Prosecuting sexual crimes is difficult. Nationwide, 20%

_because it also helps victims of unreported and uncharged crimes.) On a
ng ‘new crlmmal charges proceeding on another case, revoklng probatlon or

. rmg, Supervrsor Ronen Crafted Ordinance 215-18 creating the Office of Se
esponseﬂand Preventlon (SHARP). It was enacted in September 2018. Working under !
F ARP‘,W]II have a Director and 2 full-time employees at a cost of around $400,000. Ke\
aming promote survivor-centered services and oversee all City agencies dealing W|th
, o recerve complamts about Clty services for sexual assault, help victims navigate the ¢
'omeet wrth complamants report service failures to involved departments and City Hal
'ombat and prevent sexual crimes. ‘

0 SHARP Wl|| gam access to and publish sexual assault data that is now uno

¢ Kerr was a semor phySICIan at Laguna Honda Hospital where he repeatedly exp
nt of Pubhc Health Contact: DerekOnVanNess@aol.com

March 2019
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the local communrty Jones earned a salary of §92,927

- (3125 631 with benefits) in 2017.

Five months later, he was accused of stolen valor by the
veteran- operated Military Phonies” website. Reportedly,
Jones had been representing himself as a former Navy SEAL
'kwrth combat duties and injuries in various war theaters.
However, mllitary records disclosed by Military Phonies show
t'hatheaotlvelykservedthe Navy from 1998-2000 - with no
- overseas deployments SEAL training or service. His 2002
,drscharge from the Naval Reserve Personnel Center was “for
_the convenience of the govemment these records show. On 1/22/19, Jones apparentliy
-“false allegatrons Mllltary Phonies responded by asking for his BUD/S class number. /

,",6 month Basrc Underwater Demolltron/SEAL class but Jones’ records showed none. Ar
classified. . '

: 224D 29 82HDILLLELRIDBDECHLADD2IBONLNOOIHDLLL000D00DNOLLCEDIDADEEABE DD

Given HSA's 2,000 employees, occasional scandals are expected b
'HSA has been a hotbed of protests about "cronyrsm nepotism and
hlrmg and promotlon of unqualified personnel...

k ;The 2013 Stolen Valor Acti imposes penalties for fraudulently claiming to have recelved
SO secures money, property or other tangible benefits. HSA's Human Resources Depart
’ whetherdon_es embellrshed his military service and whether tangible employment bene

7 ;Howeyer HR Director Luenna Kim had to surmount a bigger challenge - in her own offi
. old attorney and Labor Relatrons Analyst was arrested for rape in Dublin in November 2
~ heis bemg held w1thout barl at Santa Rita Jail according to the Alameda County Inmate
- ;Vfwrll be in l\/larch

[’Prror to workrng at HSA Harris was an Investigative Analyst with the DA's Office. AlthOL
~ Were excellent sources say his arrival at HSA entailed some controversy. A University c
: graduate he was admltted to the California Bar in 2014 and remains in good standing.

. salary of $82 1 08 (Sl 12,687 with beneﬂts) in 2017. HSA disclosed that he's no longer e

: Theres more. In June 2018, long-time HSA engineer Albert K. Broohm, age 59, was arre
. iwarrant for aggravated sexual assault of a ohlld under 10. A stunned HSA colleague de

P2357

KAl s tmAS A 1A AR T L



)t Derek Kerr https://westsideobserver.com/news/watchdog. html#oct20

ekOnVamggé@anfdmfeﬁ sional Journalists, NorG m’ C hapmr
| March 2019

8520000600000 B2EDOONENOOORYODDODNDNHABOECOADBOEAEIDNIVDDBDS

| The Way We Were

1:938 and 1940 the New Deal's Works Progress Administration (WPA) hired sor
( *wooden model of San Francisco for the Plannmg Commission. The idea came

he SF Museum of Modem Art, in partnership with the SF Public Library and t
van der Pol restored the model of San Francisco circa 1938 The goal wasT

V ’k,Kerr Was a senlor phySIClan at Laguna Honda Hospital where he repeatedly exp
:'em‘ of Publlc Health Contact DerekOnVanNess@aol.com :

i“byLIBRARY BRANCH EVENTS
2‘  ubllcknowled ke sfmoma.or ze‘vents

© 2020 WestSIde San Francnsco Medla No portion of the articles or artwork may be ‘without expressed consent.
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_interest rates on farm loans,
~ sometimes up to 12%.North

~ Dakotans were frustrated

and attempts to legislate

~ falrer busmess practrces
- farled

. AC Townley, a pohtrcran
~ who was fired from the
- ,Socrahst Party, orgamzed the
Non- Partrsan League with
‘the intent of crea’ung afarm
- orgamzatron that protected
~ the social and economic
i":)osrtron of the farmer

. The Non- Partrsan League garned control of the Governor’s office, majority control of the
~one third of the seats in the Senate in 1918. Their platform included state ownership ar
_ creditagencies. In 1919, the state legislature established Bank of North Dakota (BND)
. Elevator Assocratron BND opened July 28, 1919 with $2 million of caprtal

Perthe Controllers SF OpenBook website, the City paid private banks a whopping 3581
. ’bonds and loans in 2017- 18. Of that amount, taxpayers owed up to $121 million, accorg
Annual Frnancral Report The rest was owed by ratepayers using water, transit, airport 3
'servrces Erther way, bank executrves shareholders and bond holders reaped the procer
- reported $864 OOO in bank fees last year. In response to public pressure to save money

our values are, Clty ofﬂcrals like those in Oakland and Los Angeles began exploring Pu Pu
the publrc good

ll&aﬁliﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁ.lﬂiQOﬁﬂgﬁ@EﬁQﬂ9@B@ﬂB@Bé’la&!9906398Q&eé@bﬁlﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂlﬁ&ﬂla@

- ~ Public input also favored divesting from Bank of America and Well
. :Treasurer‘s,,Ofﬁce finds it daunting to 'create a Public Bank from sq

- fPursuant to the Board of Supervrsors Resolution 152-17, sponsored by Malia Cohen, S<
‘ tand Hrllary Ronen, Treasurer Cisneros organized a 16-member Municipal Bank Feasibili
"Fewers request, the Budget & Legrslatrve Analyst's Office issued a November 2017 rep<
, ‘{and other Communrty supportrve banking options.
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II never be proﬂtable V

ites rom the Treasurers Ofﬂce regarding the Mumcrpal
n‘klvng Task Force Its servrce prlormes are affordable housing

‘ ’s ou’t the 4 models proposed in September took :
00 small = not thinking b|g according to Amanda Kahn Fried. Public i |n|;
and Wells Fargo. However, the Treasurer's Office finds it daunting to “c
to recommend a Public Bank, and hasn’t provided a roadmap to estal

the socral costs of deposmng public dollars in private banks are

© 2020 Westside San
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- oonceptSF PUbllC Bank Coalqﬁgﬁ’d‘réélfrge%{l?uﬁ"é'wuja?ld’!l’éﬁ‘lhé‘ﬁélﬁé FhiouAELas

 Bank Charter Amendment before voters in November. Supporters can check SFPublicB
. S‘es'slons and work groups.

Regulatory and polltrcal hurdles abound. Last November, Los Angeles placed a Charter
~ allow the creation of a Public Bank. A robust 44% of voters approved - but it failed. Oak
1 commlssmned a study concluding that a multi-Jurisdictional Public Bank was feasible.
. Ofﬁce _Jected it citing “no clear roadmap, structure or supporting data.” As for cannabi

- 'Callforma Treasurers Office found that “No State-backed financial institution designed
, -rndustry is feasrble All alternatives fail on both risk and financial grounds.”Banks handl
‘ ']asset serzures and employee prosecutions for enabling a federal crime.

~ Yet the quest 1o transform bankrng is gaining momentum. In 2016, the second US Publi

. American Samoa opened with Federal Reserve approval. Hundreds of Public Banks thr

k ,fnascent Green New Deal movement dovetails with Public Banking. Recall the Great Deg

| Roosevelt tapped the publrcly—owned Reconstruction Finance Corporation to finance N¢

. Congressronal approprlatlons While campaigning, now-Governor Newsom declared, “V
. chokehold on state finances and develop our own state bank.

, ‘Meanwhlle Crty Treasurer Cisneros actively pursues socially responsible investments.
,'Local" program allocated $80 million from the County’s Pooled Investment Fund to ban
- ‘communlty lendrng Other City agencies facilitate loans. For example, the Mayor's Offic
“ Development backs $86 million in home loans for lower-income residents. Such servic
: Bank grOWS

erek Kerr agupa Henda,Grappleswith Fleeing,
=y géf@q@k@‘rP@mI-mﬁaContact DerekOnVanNess@aol.com
~ Rivero
 reeyeare ago, In Bxodus from Laguns Hond HEBRIMALNAAIR observr rcporte
~ number of LHH patients who fled the premises. Now, LHH managers are publicly acknc
testlng ways 1o reduce unplanned discharges.” Unplanned discharges refer to patients

- Agamst Medloal Ad\/lce (AMA), or who simply walk out, Absent Without Official Leave (

- saw a srgnrﬂcant splke wrth 23.6% of all community discharges leaving AMA or AWOL
- of unplanned dlscharges hovered between 18% and 24%. And in the year ending in Sep:
rate hit 26%, a new high. That's double the historical rate around 13%,even in the old LH

P2363
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: ate nursmg home average of
“ecently, largely by

Janet Gillen Social Services Director

about bf(f)ythyefs'fomié fclyent.s ‘pyroy\/o‘king‘others to bail from LHH.

'lI....G!I'BOOOQOQQDQQO.GI.GQB‘.‘D'QlﬂBSQOIOB.D.!G.HBDG&OIII'I

“ o currently, LHH is coping with a rise in unruly patients with "beh
: ~I|ke ‘wandermg, screammg, aggressmn and rejecting care.” ‘

— A~ 1At AINAAN 1A AR TR
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_ There are costs. This year LHH faces a $2.5 million budget shortfa
_ increased need for coaches in an effort to facilitate patient flow wit
_ Coaches are staffers assigned to watch unruly or unsafe patients. |
S costs for securlty services, including staffing, patrols, security tecl

. environmental controls. For example, every AWOL event triggers a
W|de search by the Sheriff's Department and busy LHH staff. Mean
: mo‘reguard‘ed and restrictive.”

~ Why do LHH patients flee? Here, we are baffled by contradictions. Between 2010 and 2|
~reasons for AMA and AWOL discharges included 33% who “Did not want to be here” an

‘ ,abuse Now, according to Gillen's November presentation, 70% of unplanned discharge: -

abuse. Only 18% didn't want to be at LHH. However, in a September presentation, Chief

, 1nsrsted that merely 18% of unplanned discharges were tied to substance abuse betwe,

. 2018.1If that 18% is correct, treating substance abusers won't do much to curb runaway

_ reduce abrupt 'decampme‘nts seem directed at drug users. The conflicting numbers pre

; Qran are unhkely to guide effective interventions. We asked Ms. Gillen and Dr. Qian to cl

. response yet. '

, fCurren‘dy, reoords show that 25% of LHH admissions are designated as homeless. Surg

' - caring for these some’umes challenging patients. Although LHH documents are almost
~ did say that most AMA discharges were homeless. But their presence within the larger
Vfdrsclosed Gillen mentioned in passing that 44% of unplanned discharges fled from the
fr g ‘the HIV/AIDS ward Such information should help to target specialized services.

- ’LHH deploys a host of mterventrons to cut unplanned discharges. These include early i h
. ',f’troubled by drug cravrngs as well as more support groups, motivational counseling, ani
. 'Surprn ingly, a 16-month trial of Medication Assisted Treatment, offering buprenorphine

_wasa ﬂop Turns out only 1% of unplanned discharges were opioid users. So, treating r
~ AMA and AWOL drscharges Another 17% of runaways craved non-opioids like cocaine,
- methamphetamlne These drug habits cannot be treated with methadone or buprenorp
. support groups and anti- depressants can help. Even so, LHH Psychiatry surveys show,
have a ma]or lmpact on patient flight. Wisely, LHH recently abandoned its draconian po
- After 3 years of harassmg 'smokers who defied no smoking rules, and causing some to

restored a patren’t smoklng area.

P2365
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3] / _tsen Freedam of Information Awar¢

s year LHEPFE% abfmfmminnahdevsnaiedn-Harighthente
"an effort to facrlrtate patient flow within the network.” Coaches are staffers assigned to
o patrents And there are escalatrng costs for security services, including staffing, patrols
L Venyrronmenta] controls. For example, every AWOL event triggers a burdensome campu:
. Department‘and busy LHH staff. Meanwhile, LHH becomes more guarded and restricti

| “’wro domg by the Department of Publlc Health. Contact: watchdogs@westsideobserver

pOS!th‘V\ B Decemper 2018
M ayor London-Breed's Aversion to-Sunshine

y Dr. Derek Kerr

“ondon Breed s ascent into Room 200 portends a loss in City Hall:

the Crty‘ "Prlvacy First Policy" - passes in November, it would allc
Sums_hlne Ordinance without voter approval. And thus, our sunshii
imendment to reinforce it.

~As District 5 S'Ukp'ervisor Breed repeatedly defied the Sunshine Ordinance
e uest When thwarted requesters filed complaints with the Sunshine Ordinance Tasl
e‘s alleged Vrolatlons of the Ordinance, Breed ignored SOTF summons to atten
nce came to a head in August 2017 when public advocate/gadfly Michael Pe
-fBreed fora list of addresses she had blocked from her Twitter account. No re
mails. Strll nothlng Unllke Breed, other Supervisors responded to the samer

.C.lDQ..’OGDQI.I’DOQOD‘!‘.Q'..DBD‘BQQQGQHQ!OSQ.Q!IBID.06.0..50.

he SOT\: determlned that Breed had violated the Sunshine Ordmar
ublic records and fallmg to attend its hearings. This April, frustrat
‘ ted7 0 to refer Breeds delmquencres to the District Attorney to

cked’ ans that those mdrwduats cannot view what Breed is tweeting, or conversr
ome of those tweets entall City business. The case was timely because a March 2071 7
San Jose v Superror Court) estabhshed that public business conducted on personal elr
subject to disclosure (In May 2018, a US District Court ruled that President Trum violz

020 Westside San Francisco Medi orti - articles or artwork nay be- without expressed-ee'nsent:
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. . James Mad ison Freedom of Information Awart
In a May 1st letter to DA Geord@@a8e6H RoTrstaiehder welfistupiinéaiatoraier
. *com’pll’ance with the SunshlneOrdmance and has failed to respond to public records re

~ SOTF hearings.” Wolfe noted Breed's non-compliance in 5 prior cases: #15029-2, #150¢
#17047. The rebuke stirred the Mission Local to describe Breed as one who "continualh
o “hasno patience for public records requests or the task force that oversees them." On !
k cja'se to the Ethics Commission where it awaits resolution.

Breed's aversion to public scrutiny of her public service isn't new. As The Westside Obs¢
 Breed had r‘efused to disclose her work calendars. When the Board of Supervisors vote
- f:the names of part1c1pants in lts official meetings, Breed voiced the sole no vote. On sec
: that September she deployed her unique aversion to calendar disclosures as a litmus-ti

: Thanks to,»a tlp from Patrick Monette-Shaw, here are Breed's sunshine violations per the

- ln compla'int #1‘5029f2~Mlchael Petrelis showed that his request for Breed's outgoing e
_ignored. When the SOTF met in June 2015, it found his request was unduly broad and a

- Nobody frorn Breed's office appeared Although her aides Connor Johnson and Iris Wor
- :commlttee heanng, Breed was cited for dodging the full SOTF hearing and falllng to res
- _request

- ln complalnt #1 5038 from March 2015, Ray Hartz requested Breed's records about app
,Publlc l_lbrary No response. The SOTF unanimously. cited Breed for failure to provide tt
?appear or send a representative to its hearing. The matter was referred to the SOTF's C
- ‘Commlttee There Breeds aides Connor Johnson and Iris Wong did show up. Offended
seen Hartzs request had no responsive records, and had replied - to the Clerk of the B¢
, 'Wﬂereoelved the requested records from other Supervisors. Nevertheless, Breed's aides we
- response dlrectly 1o Hartz after 7 months.

- ln camplamt #1 5060 from December 2015, Michael Petrells requested Breed's work. ca
. '2,015 Astoundmgly, he was told that Breed didn't keep calendars. In October 2016, he D
. ‘ftheSOTFs Compllance & Amendments Committee. Connor Johnson and Iris Wong did
f'Breeds calendars They had to. By then, the Board of Supervisors had voted to dlsclose
' ;Breed s opposmon The SOTF crted Breed for failing to timely respond to a public recor(

. n complalnt #1701 8 from. March 2017, journalist Josh Wolf requested a list of persons
' account No response Wolf's follow-up request 10 days later was also ignored. The SO
- block spammers and. trolls but had to disclose who she blocked. Further, Breed had v1c
by wrthholdlng publlc records and not sendlng any representative to 2 heanngs

- @IZQVZ’OWests‘ldeSan'Francls,covl\‘/ledi‘a. No
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’ “Prlvacy FII‘S‘l‘. Policy” Threatens 5unsl

| )r. Derek Kerr
he “Privacy First Policy” (PFP), a Charter amendment proposed k
~ safeguard private data from abuse by tech-based companies, ur
. »’Ordmance Set to appear on the November ballot as Proposition
b ' ween privacy and transparency. By conferring “First” place to privacy,

(.,D.‘GP&HIDDD.‘OSDOGl\ﬁlﬂﬂ@.‘.l.nl%'ﬂlbﬁlﬂ..%DlﬁBﬂn!lBl@.GﬂBl

es |f an amendment of the Sunshme Ordinance i |s “not in
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James fsilad ison Freedom of Information Awart

.  Seciety of Professioral Journalists, NorCal Chapter
- records prowded that any such amendment is not inconsistent with the purpose or inten

the voter—approved ordmances

Who decrdes if an amendment of the Sunshine Ordinance is “not inconsistent” with its
‘ purpose? The Clty Attorney, according to Peskin. City Hall would rule on voter intent —

its own intent. Trouble is, the City Attorney has dual loyalties, representing the publlc ar
two clash the Clty Attorney defends City officials. It's not a hypothetical concern. Recal
Matt Dorsey told the New York Times in 2011 that the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force |
k jury that beats up on City departments..” As the Westside Observer has repeatedly repc
~ the Ethics Commlssmn to dismiss virtually all sunshine violation referrals. Plus, the City
- already as the ! ‘Supervisor of Records” to adjudicate public appeals for withheld City r
. theSOTE.

- ‘Grantmg the Crty Attorney and Supervisors Charter powers to amend the Sunshine Ordi
\ ot happened before In 2014, a cabal of Supervisors (Wiener, Chiu, Farrell, Tang and Yee

‘ quallﬂed applrcants who were deemed too independent. Instead, City Hall shills were in
,Sunshme Ordinance to tampering by the very City officials who contend with sunshine 1
. complalnts Unlrke California’s Consumer Privacy Act, Prop B becomes a Trojan Horse 1
‘government laws into a bill that appears to protect consumer information. If it passes, |
lessen transparency desp|te assurances to the contrary. :

f:The current Sunshlne Ordmance was voter-initiated and approved As such, itcanonly t

- ‘Superwsors That's apt because sunshine complaints are all directed against City Hall ¢

- and,Ci’tykAttorneys are regular targets. Allowing them to modify the Sunshine Ordinanc¢

~ Since 1999 the Board hasn't touched the Ordinance, except to add something. In 2008 -

~ Supervisors amended the requirement that audio and video recordings of City Hall mee

~ be digitally recorded and avallable to the public in digital form. Under public pressure, il

- themselves and other top officials to maintain work calendars as public records, and to

. meetmgs These add- -ons nelther altered existing mandates, nor bypassed the SOTF —

~permit. - ‘ |
- Stakeholders Beware Almost prlvately, PFP was composed within the confines of Clty l

ffcompames wereconsu’lted the bill received a perfunctory, unnoticed introduction at the

~ Supervisors m‘eetlng' Then came two fleeting reviews before the Rules Committee in Ji
 public 1nput save for a smgle sunshine concern voiced by Peter Warfield from the lera

. lqurckly adopted by the full Board on July 24th, with Supervisor Cohen joining as a co- sr

- ”Pesktn mention his intent to work with “a broader set of stakeholders on trailing legisla

_itself says nothing about stakeholders, apart from Supervisors and the City Administra
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- s Madison Freedom of Information Awart

ed, the PFP/Prop B is wéHiediiab W Reda pridentn Al prtdinatas
; ‘:monetlze our prlvate data. Granted its sponsors generally support open governme
hey llkely wanted to facilitate updates to the Sunshine Ordinance, some of which are s
Alarmlngly however, Prop B asks voters to give up power for politicians’ good intention:
irks the fox. Giving future politicians the leeway to amend the Sunshine Ordinance is tu
I could srmply deem self—servrng revisions as “not inconsistent” with the Sunshine O

Derek Kerr isa member of the Society of Professional Journalists and an investigativi
hdogs@westsrdeobserver com

Sept 2018
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gN‘o Takers Yet: Laguna Honda's Ald in- Dy

r & Dr Mana Rivero
orted in the June 2017 Westside Observer (WSQ),
Laguna Honda Hosprtal (LHH) approved a medical aid-in-
- dying pollcy las’r May. Based on California’s 2016 End of
ife Optlons Act rt allows termlnally ||l patrents with decrsron—

rn 2017 However few dylng patlents choose this option. Fork=
regons 20 year old Death with Dignity” program accounted forJust 144 dea

- June through December 2016, show that 191 patlents ts received le’thal
"That accoun’ts for 0. 06% of Callfornla deaths during that period. Data*

l
anam-owaoa.uonaagoeaeneaesaaae-ea'esaesaeeosneunae@nosanaae.gal
H }

I

._._the overwhelmmg majorlty who opted for aid-in- dymg were over

P2370
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. James Madlsoﬁ Freec’mm of Information Awart
_ This May, a legal challenge by’i?@hiefﬁ'fegaﬂ’ﬂ“egfé‘r%%‘ﬁo{md%tr@d t@?m%’ér%(rl susﬁé’dde
Desprte pleas from Compassion & Choices, a group that supports assisted dying, a Rivi
~ judge invalidated California’s End of Life Options Act - on procedural rather than substa
Hestrin case, the judge ruled that the Act was wrongly passed in a special legislative se
_ for Medi-Cal recipients. That maneuver was deemed unconstitutional as it skirted the a
. ‘,*Specral sessrons also bypass committee reviews and potential opposition. After 3 wee
General Xavrer Becerra’'s motion to stay that ruling was granted by the 4th Circuit Court
. eargumen’ts to overturn that decision will be heard this July. Given the strong public supj

- ‘absence of reported abuses the Legislature could simply reenact the bill in general ses

 the Act :

v Smce the LHH’s medical aid-in-dying program was enthusiastically introduced to the He
;fsrnce controversy abounds the reasons for zero patient participation, the program’s pr<
. lesclosed this year :

b Derek Kerr &Dr Mar/a Rivero were a senior physician at Laguna Honda Hospital, they
. reporters Confact watchdogs@westsrdeobserver com

July 2018
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. WestSIde Car Break-Ins Subsmmg - I
by Dr Derek Kerr
noorreoted data from the Taraval Police Statrons websrte (www.Taraval.org) sh

reported auto burglarres The average number of auto break-ins for 2018 now s
brg rmprovement from the 140/month average logged in 2017, and slightly be’d
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2018 134 100 122 100 121

.  panﬂzﬂongtheent_\ W ) t of
. Fire Equxpment Avenues Pet Hospltal Allstate lnsurance and;the Zhong Shan Res’caura

© 2020 WestS|de San Franc;sco Medla No portlon of the amcles or artwork may be -
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'Whe’n business owners along Taravaletreet arrived at work on Monday mo
- ‘ surpnsed to find MTA had palnted the curbs red along the entire block. Alic

MTAS process at a press conference three days later

_ doesnt rank among Vrsron Zero's 57 priorities. According to MTA's website, 22 people r
| araval trains in the last 5 years. The agency blames motorists who failed to stop as ;
ust 72% of drivers comphed with requrred stops. In April 2017, a 6-month pilot project,
,,compllance by deploylng street marklngs signs and flashing lights on trains. If the corr
wou]d have contrnued these measures But comphanoe stalled at 74%. So, 36 parking s

o install concrete boardrng rslands at trarn stops Apparently, the 2200 block was the I<
 laststraw. -

ooucoalaeae:algaae&asaaa;o‘a)eswaa»aoa»egaaaoanaaoaawasasaasa@a»so

Alioto’s message | resonated Nelghborhood serving businesses ar
.jflosses. With behemoth competltlon like Amazon on one side and e

~ City agencies hke MTA on the other, our small businesses are bemr
| ‘Franmsco | ,

P2373
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if"yff; 'James f\ﬂad ison Freedcm of Information Awart
- e muﬂw of Professional Journalists, NorCal C hapter

Muoh discontent was directed at MTA officials, its unelected Board and Director Ed Rei:
-~ over the past 3 years, the agency "just steamrolled over any objections and refused to ii
- solutions we offered to address safety concerns." She's also skeptical of MTA's "disinge
:}:and methodology She doubts that cutting parking will improve safety, citing the small r

' Taravals 30,000 darly ’[ransrt passengers - about one collision per 2.5 million riders. As
. ,questloned why a 24 hour/day parkmg ban was imposed given the paucity of riders out
- sh hours. lndeed several nearly—vacant double buses rumbled by during the noon rall

Mil eQ' Rourke represenhng the Transportation Alliance of San Francisco, a grass-roots
1 ‘,characterrzed the MTA as an "autocratic fiefdom, insulated from the public." Albert Cho
”:g Parksrde Sunset and owner of the Great Wall Hardware store joined past-president Alar
‘ nce office, in deorylng the many hours they wasted conveying community concer
:eMTA They say their pleas for parking recuperation and mitigation of "highly impe
_ears. Barry Hermanson, a 40-year Sunset resident and Green Party candidate for US Co
- ‘o'n"g al presentation’to the community was a fully-formed plan. They didn't come to us
' “,{“'Eoonomlc and service disruptions emerged. Gene, the 20-year owner of Gene's Deli, ke¢ .
Now, he's ]osmg customers because nearby parking is scarce after 6 PM. Veterinarian |
' 'shes legaHy obligated to see emergency patients, while MTA prohibits emergency acce

- when guardlans of large dogs have to scrounge for parking and haul their ailing pets se
. attentlon Customers are complarmng and some have canceled visits for lack of parkin

&’QD.!’B!BQQBI’@E&D85500983Q@EBS@B'Biﬁﬂ&GOQ@Q&O@IE&@GOO&&&OQGB‘B&BB@Q

 Just because certain merchants are unhappy ... does not mean I ha
The SFMTA Board ultlmately makes final decisions ... and the Boar
tomy reoommendatlons. (Superwsor Katy Tang responded)”

. Tkhese‘:complaints are reminiscent of a prior revolt against the MTA, championed in the:

© 2020 Westside San Francisco
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Jf Hardware Busrness owner Albert Chow, PreS|dent of People of P
rnﬂexrble pattern of SFMTAS responsrveness to nerghborhood
e the ki' d of publro rnteraotlon I would expect from a Drreotor wl

‘ - almost a half~m|lllon dollars a year Alroto respondec

“vocates for pubhc transrt pedestrrans and brcycles won then and remain fo
es ;tan ejthere may | be 1ope. On May 15th, the Board of Supervrsors cmng "frustratro
certain trans ‘decrs‘ons base‘ on nerghborhood appeals

B  © 2020 Westside SanFrart > portion of the articles or artwork may be witholt expressed consent.
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ALDTC

‘Desperatemerchants reaohed out to candtdate Ahoto feanng asone mercham
have 10 look at What happened to the businesses along the N Judah Line to see v
to our Taraval businesses
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C 'e and ever more demandlng City agencies like MTA on the other ou
ut of San Francrsco

, ,k'e Obéerver query, SuperVIsor Tang replied that she wasn't invited to the raI
andrdate would |nsert herself and prey on angry merchants given that she drd

© 2020 WestS|de San Francnsco Medla No portlon of the arncles or artwork may b
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, ofs“rofef . ' :

. and trade unions largely reject
- drsplacements and add afford
mayoral candidates, London Brf
, ~ba;ck|ng from big ’rechnology firg
~ The bill's defeat was foreshadof
Gathered in opposition was a d[/&
by some 100 multj- ethnlc and
 Asian. Therr message was tha
 residents. Their slogan; 'Say g
; Supervrsors Jane Kim, Aaron |
fpenned a comprehensive critic
~ Neighborhoods. But their messa

;O’nbbnaonaumaala-elsaao.ﬂ@ba@@am@eeu@aome%@éo;&az5@@&550@@9@@@&8%59

_ Riling them up were YIMBY Action head Laura Clark, Bay Area Ren
and wannabe District 6 Supervisor Sonja Trauss, and SF Housing A

- and Wlener acolyte, Todd David. Trauss even barged into the Iarger
. shaklng ,her placard... A Sheriff's deputy asked Trauss to leave that
~ YIMBY's disruption provoked angry verbal exchanges and soon a te
- ou‘t;to separate the clashing factions”

- 'Shoutlng them down were barely 20 young, white counter-protesters. These self- descnl
‘ ~ their opponents as old, wealthy, self-serving, white NIMBYs. So they were taken aback t
. 'and out represented by an unexpectedly diverse crowd, the YIMBYs stooped to drownir
_ up were YIMBY. Action head Laura Clark, Bay Area Renters' Federation leader and wann
]Trauss and SF Housmg Action Coalition director and Wiener acolyte, Todd David. Traug
’: ~_group twrce yelling and shakrng her placard. An offended demonstrator slipped her ow!
A Shenff's deputy asked Trauss to leave that section of the rally. The YIMBY's dlsruptror
‘ exchanges and soon ateam of deputies came out to separate the clashing factions.

- Some of the elderly demonstrators were startled and intimidated by the YIMBY's bullym
’ Eventually, the larger group began chanting "Shame! Shame!" and "racism" while porntlr
,,contmgent True to form, Laura Clark resorted to victimology, later claiming that her boi
. ‘a trap and were gashghted The Examiner's Joe Fitzgerald-Rodriguez's provided a nu: -
frts fa ' out Trm Redmond of 48 Hl“S provided additional background rncludrng the posrt
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e Who OWHS Voting?
} D' Derek Kerr & Dr Maria Rivero
cxscans are seeking more autonomy in some of

thelr pubhc pnvate partnerships. Alongside the
moyement for a Pubhc Bank isa SImllar quest fora

: Gore "hangmg chad" debacle drove
’tenzed votlng But the new technology begat glitches. In
allforma Secretary of State Debra Bowen decertlﬂed all

*,.'"6 mllllon In 201 O Domlnlon Voting Systems acquired
and became the DoEs vendor Over 11 years, ’these

9 jmanual talhes todays votmg machines are "black boxes" when electoral
: 'oundmg these ﬂaws is vendor lock—ln Only one company can service or

pressed consent,
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, accessrble computer codes lrg@hséﬂfbyﬁﬁe” Dﬁéﬂgﬁ’l’}ljcéﬁlh‘ﬁl’aﬂv&Unllk’efp%pne T (B

- free for anyone to mspect copy and improve. Because many eyes scrutinize the softwe
. corrupt it unnotrced Though publicly visible on platforms like GitHub, the code is still ¢

- l\/los’r super—compu’ters use open source codes, as does the US Department of Defense
. ClA Director R. James Woolsey opined in the New York Times; "To Protect Voting, Use (

'federal pol@y requires: that 20% of all new software be open source to facilitate inter-ac
:\,peer review. Personal computers also use open source software via the Firefox and Chi
- AndroidOperating systems. Open source systems are transparent, secure, flexible and .
_ proprietary barriers a'nd'fees

. f Ploddmg Progress In 2011, the Board of Supervisors' Voting Systems Task Force recor
- voting system In 2014, the Board unanimously supported such a system, along with a-
~ Agency Formation Commission. Based on this study, the Elections Commission passe
‘ ‘Systems Resolution in 2015, requesting funding to "develop and certify an open source
- That means voters would still get paper ballots, and touch-screen votes generate a vote

~ recounted by hand

‘The plan isto advance mcrementally, developing and certifying individual components :
the development would rely upon consultants overseen by the DoE. Meanwhile, ground
7 Electron Commrssrons Open Source Voting System Technical Advisory Committee.

. 'Charred by Commrssroner Chris Jerdonek, PhD, its meetings are open. OSVTAC membe

. contracting for the new votmg system. Cost savings are anticipated from using comme
', . kr' termrnals and optrcal scanners instead of proprietary hardware. Buying replacement pe
- longer oblrgated toa srngle vendor the DoE could hire any contractor to maintain and u
- ‘Electrons Commrssron has requested $4 million for 2018-19 to start building it.

: WTha’t money awarts the approval of the Mayor's Office and the Committee on Informatrc
- ‘, 'Francrscos 5 -Year Informa’uon & Communication Technology Plan touts an Open Sourc

. r’goals Universal Broadband is a competing objective. Until a publicly-owned voting sys’l
-’spend 32 mrllron/year onan interim proprietary system that accommodates open sourr

. 'However the 2016- 18 City Budget did provide $300,000 to develop "a new voting syster
. software The DoE allocated $100,000 for a salaried Project Director. But no satrsfactor

. Drrector John Arntz assumed the role In September 2017, the Dok engaged Slalom Cor
- prepare a busmess case’ for an open source voting system.

_ Risks and Challenges Slaloms February 2018 draft report emphasizes the complexity i 1
, ‘requ1,red to burld : trfy, run and maintain an open source system One challenge is tha
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o mentloned in the Slalom draft is the expected resistance from corporate vendors. Slalo
“f;_?:’recommend more planmng

i State Support State fundmg is likely because California's voting system is overdue for :
‘model deSIQned here could be freely copied by other counties. Secretary of State Alex |
| -votlng as "the ultlmate in transparency and accountablhty Last year, the Assembly app
ito Caln‘ornlas Votlng machines via a 2018 Voting Modernization Bond Act. But that me:
owever Governor Brown has proposed spending $134 million from the budget surplu:

v, Commlssmner Chris Jerdonek seeks public input and support by speaking to
o reached t chrls |erdonek@qmall com. ,

Rlvero and Dr Derek Kerr were senior physicians at Laguna Honda Hospital W
‘olng by the Department of Publlc Health. Contact: watchdogs@westsrdeobserv

April 2018
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Parkmerced° Class Action Laws
Settlement, Small Chanc

by Dr Derek Kerr

n December 13,2017, the City's Superlor Court approved a settl:
of Stewart v. Parkmerced Investors Properties. Notably, "The Se
are barred from initiating any publicity of the Settlement...and w
A rd gly, thls report was derived from court records ‘

o ‘Theres,fog Its leases mclude a "Disclosure of the Presence of Morsture/Mold/Mlldew
 com Ssmned a|r quallty testing that reportedly showed "excess dampness” and "harrr
4 "causmg contamlnants Parkmerced responded by performing its own air quality testrnr
. doneStewart clalmed hlS symptoms persrsted leading to "severe mental and ernotlon(
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| James Mad ison Freedom of Information Awart
Uil o July 3rd 201 ARERIHPpESassE0al evrgattistie Al el ariar

total dues owed. For this minor shortfall, he was charged $75. The next month, his rent

' $75 penalty was imposed. Stewart felt that Parkmerced's flat-rate late fee was unfair. It

~amount owed or the length of the delay. He charged that the late fee was excessive, ge

. 'over—compensatmg Parkmeroed for so-called "cost and damage”. He alleged that tenan
V 7 of outstandrng dues for services and utilities, thereby increasing their risk of fines.

- Further his lease defined the late fee "as additional rent". The SF Residential Rate Stabi
' Ordrnance doesn't allow late fees to be collected as rent. Although Parkmerced did not

- when it lmposed a late fee the Law Offices of Eric Lifschitz considered it an "illegal ren

. »'Actron lawsuit was launched on behalf of 5,186 Parkmerced residents ~ expressly fort
asked for "restitution of all excessive late fees.”

. Parkmerced moved to dismiss the suit as meritless. It denied that its late fees were ren

- lncreaSed the monthly rent due, merely assessed a late fee when rent wasn't timely pai
iadmlnrstratrve fee, not added rent. Parkmerced also rejected Stewart's claim for punitiv
of malrce or reckless disregard. However in October 2016 Judge Ronald Quidachay al|<
; srnce the lease verblage related the late fee to a rent increase and Stewart's ill-health c«

k "'An arduous dlscovery process ensued during which Parkmerced showed that its late fe
. of 8 srmllar City landlords overseeing 75,000 units. Most charged $100 with a range of
' - testlﬂed that tailoring late fees wasn't feasible and a flat rate was both reasonable and'
'; :vParkmerceds 8§75 late fee undervalued its administrative costs for handling delinquenc
 Parkmerced assessed 2,271 late fees (some were waived) totaling $132,825 of which ¢ ¢
caloulated management costs were double the sum recovered. !

- rAfter ayear of wranglmg, medratrons and conferences, a Final Settlement was approvel ’
- retain its $75 late fee, but agreed to delete the descriptive phrase "as additional rent" fr(
replaoed Only the late fee language can be revised on the new tenancy agreements. As
Parkmerced reduced its separate fee for bounced checks from $50 to $25. While denyi
agreed 0 pay $l 20,000 in legal fees, and $30,000 to Danilo Stewart for work loss, envir
movrng costs, plus acting as the Class representative. Parkmerced residents with conc
therr newly revrsed leases can contact the Housing Rights Committee of San Francrsco

‘ ,(Case # CGC—76 -551696)

‘ :Dr Derek Kerr is an Investrgatrve Reporter l/vmg in San Francisco

March 2018

aaaen‘p,araaaeaaeas’eeeeaaae@n@aoa@@oe@uasaee@enesee@@@éeea&mee«aas?

© 2020 Westside San Francisco Met

P2383



Jr. Derek Kerr https://westsideobserver.com/news/watchdog.html#oct20

o November 201 6. Garnenng
57% of votes stateW|de and
o 74% in San Franmsco it

e :reatlonal maruuana :
' :Medlcal marijuana has been
‘ |n Cahfornla smce 1996

Oi Z the Cltys Department of Public Health (DPH) reported the potentlal |
legal cannabl focusmg on youth exposure and neighborhood quality of life. The 20:
V,Assessment on Legallzatlon of Adult Use Cannabis" aims to minimize health risks, you '

ptlons Based on these gmdehnes the DPH rewewed the scientific literature, conSl

: has been assoc:lated w1th learning difficulties, lower school performance
‘ *'j'Recent Clty surveys C ed by the DPH show that 17% of our high-schoolers use marijuai
: the na’nonal{ verage partly because of low use rates among Asnan students. For exam]
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mi Journalists, l’lor{"m Chapter

Owner of 2505 Noriega have ﬂled in court after the Supervisors upheld an appeal by n.
' granted by the Planning Department.

~ young people. Back in 1991, nearly 80% of San Francisco voters approved Proposition |
5years before California legalized it. And in 2006, the Board of Supervisors passed Or
- posseSSlon of maruuana the "lowest law enforcement priority”. In 2011, the SFPD repor
- mlsdemeanor maruuana possession — and all were secondary to other charges. Per th
‘Colorado Washlngton Oregon and Alaska has not resulted in increased use among yon
- '.could change Wlth uncontrolled advertising and marketing.

. ~'Young people are espeC|ally susceptible to advertising, a vulnerability long- explorted by
- ‘klndustnes Conversely, restnctlng advertising is a proven strategy for preventing drug u
- adver‘nsmg by llcensed marijuana businesses, there's a loophole. Advertising agencies
"ctly sell maruuana can freely promote marijuana. That's why local vigilance play
ortation Agency stripped marijuana ads from buses in November. The Golden Gl
, k ,,ﬁporta’non District, followed suit. The DPH recommends regulating the content anc
. does with tobacco and alcohol

;“"Medlcal lmpacts |

,Even before the legallza‘uon of recreational cannabis, "cannabis-related" hospitalization
~ However, from 201 ’1—201 5 City hospltallzatlons and ER visits directly caused by cannab
- annually In companson, alcohol-driven hospital visits were around 80 times higher. The
. ' cases 1nvolved young people under 24 years of age. Interestingly, hospital visits attrlbu

- "hlgher for Afrlcan Amencans than for the overall population.

. A partlcular concern is poisoning by edible forms of marijuana like cookies, chocolates
' cannabls porsonlngs between 2006-2010 and 2011-2015, ER visits increased from 133
- 'drcatlng more serious rmpalrments rose from 21 to 52. These are small numbers asl

‘ . unllke o’ther drugs maruuana has never been fatal.
Not mentloned in the DPH report is the August 2016 incident at a Quinceaniera celebra
Nlne’reenpeople were taken to the hospital complaining of confusion, dizziness and let
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dlson Freedom of informatlon Awar
counseling services in 2015. TRefESShRerfRT iR daermsisseiReGatédegitac
e compared to those of past decades. That raises the risk of intoxication for those who

,’Drugged drlvmg isn't mentioned. That may be because research has not yet proven that
: mcreases crash risk. Nevertheless, marijuana can impair critical driving skills. While tra
~ marijuana became legal, reoreatlonal marijuana-linked crashes and fatalities have risen
o Washlngton ‘

: ‘Als mlssmg is a Kalser Permanente study of 35,000 pregnant women. In 2016, 6.6% t¢
“ 019% among those between 18 and 24 years old. Fetal development may be aft
) 588 women showed a 5-fold rise of pre-term births among those who contin
Most medlcal maruuana dlspensary physicians discourage marijuana durini
story of addiction or mental lllness And because marijuana harbors bacteria and fun
ne systems are adwsed agamst smoklng it. Recreational purveyors Wont be so Ct
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of soldrers in domestrc polrcmg Soldlers are
. = ramed to kill and destroy while cops serve to
 keep the peace. This distinction has faded with the
- mrhtanzatron of police in the War on Drugs and the
 War on Terror A warrior mindset has seeped into

| “jroutrne polrcmg as reported by criminologist Peter
Kraska, the ACLU in War Comes Home, and journalist
~ Radley Balko's Rise of the Warrior Cop. Back in 1998,
_ the Bay Guardlan covered an SFPD drug raid in War on | |
' Cnme warmng that when cops become soldiers, the community becomes the enemy

. ” ,Mllltarrzed; pollcrng started in the late 1960s when the LAPD introduced SWAT (Spec:alE

- 1o quell riots and violent emergencles Initially driven by fears of civil unrest and armed

, acceptance For polltIClans SWAT teams confirmed tough-on-crime credentlals For co

- "";But money drove mission creep because SWAT teams generated revenues. lncentrvrzet

; gear for the War on Drugs as well as civil asset-forfeiture laws, police forces eventually

- deployments to drug searches and non-violent crimes, versus 7% for emergencies hke ‘
Isﬂuatlons

: B'.ﬂﬂﬂ.‘ﬂl.l’!#&ﬁ‘ﬁlﬂﬂ!ﬁa@!19E305QB&D@QB!OQ09%0@550@05‘3.55?‘85.530

PreSIdent Obama issued an Executive Order limiting and banning tl
- ﬁeld staples like tracked armored vehicles, large-caliber weapons '
- bayonets and grenade -launchers.”

- ‘Then came massive donatlons of excess military equipment from the Department of D
. Natronal Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). The 1989 NDAA authorized the transfer of
- 'and State agenc;es engaged in the War on Drugs. The 1996 NDAA created the “1033 Pr
: ',;delrver s to local law enforcement for counter-terrorism as well as counter—narcotrcs p
- "ge ' must be returned if not used within a year, its deployment is abetted. Loosely over
. Emergency Servrces the 1033 Program is administered by the Defense Loqlstlcs Agen(
_ Office whose motto 1s ‘From Warﬂghterto Crimefighter”. September 11, 2001 spawned
- Department of Homeland Seourlty (DHS), and the ongoing national State of Emergency
. de artments with grants to address terrorism and disasters — emphasizing national se
‘ 'An ;glven the rarity of terrorlsm and disasters, DHS offerings trickled into everyday pol

. The deployment of war equlpment to quell civil uprisings rarsed constrtutlonal concern'

~ ©.2020 Westside San Francisco Medi
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" f’hasnt sought combat equ1pment DOD records show that between Aprll 2008 and May
Vsurplus ltems valued at $447,535. Th|s represents the “acquisition cost” to the DOD rat|
Vsurplus equnpmen’t 36% of WhICh is unused The SFPD gets the gear for free, but pays ¢

© 2020 Westsude San Franmsco Medla No portlon of the amcles or artwork may be Without expressed consent.

Tp23ss



or. Derek Kerr hitps://westsideobserver.com/news/watchdog. html#oct20

wvid ;d mveru T' ,
he E‘[thS Commission
recklessly
dlsregarded the Brown
~ Act and the Sunshine
: Ordlnance,when it "brazenly
voted to send a letter without
proper public notice.” The -
‘commissioners must
|mmed|ately resign” or face
. suspension. Either way, an appeal to "criminally prosecute” them for "official misconduc
~ warneda 5/2/17 Complalnt to the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force (SOTF) the District /
e appomt said Commrssroners It came from' 'outraged’ pro-housing activists Laura Clark
Back Yard") Action, Sonja Trauss, founder of SFBARF (Bay Area Renters Federation) ani
, obllque stnke ina war against percelved barriers to housing development. Recall the gt
_in trymg to take over the Sierra Club This time, their anger was displaced onto a revitali
1 tackles corruptlon

i

>

o'eeonesosasaanasoanaonaeaeaeae»@ewnasesnsewaeesae;eaaeonaesooaaaa

Johnson acknowledged a conflict. She resolved it by contortion, ve
| 'pollcy decisions at SPUR while continuing to vote on housing pOlIC‘
~ Commissioner. Although she had told Mayor Lee she wanted to res

SPUR e '

e At the March 27 Ethlcs meetmg, clean-government advocates with ' ‘Friends of Ethics"n
; fQ ientin Kopp ofa poten’ual conflict of interest. It involved Planning Commissioner Chri
been dubbed Drrec’ror of SPUR's San Francisco chapter following a term on SPUR's Boa
- Area Plannmg and Urban Research Association) is a member-funded "non-partisan” thu
, advocacy Itsi lncome for 2016-17 was $7.1 million, of which 34% came from some 6,0C
, ‘corporatlons developers realtors as well as trade unions and public institutions. Anott

, mostly pnvate Noted for past "urban renewal" fiascos, SPUR promotes development th
contributors, among others Kopp mcluded Johnson's alleged conflict among 10 sugge
= Ethlcs work on an Antl Corrup’uon Ordinance - and future meeting agendas.

But the Johnson matter didn't get on the Apnl
Fnends of Ethlcs co- founder Larry Bush warne

P2389
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P."UC«E'S'SRDF?{H'DUUH}"B{'L‘?SP; wi’“ vz}l'i_- e oy
| was Johnson SPUR's salaried advocate and fu
reversed her vote to tighten Airbnb regulations

‘ ‘ Mayor's Office.
Presrdent‘Peter Keane :
So Ethics had to decide: address an

r 1t terpotentlally tamted by a conflict of interests, or wait until the
' matter Could be agendlzed By then, Plannlng would have voted. The Brown
A “t and the Sunshme Ordmance requnre that govemment meetlng agendas be

'dmnmstratlon ThlS Shen dld not disclose: Nor would he share that he told Johnson S
torney- -client privilege." He wouldnt reveal if his advice was written or verbal. He ever
tsfof law related to conﬂlcts of mterest Not once dld he mention that the Brown A<

_ Ethics ma‘ le a good falth effort to fulfill its duty and met the i lmme«
' allowed by the Brown Act YlMBYs desiring fairness can report to E
- co 'ﬂlcts ef‘ velopmg other Planning Commissioners. And Ethics sh
- fconﬂ ict- bov nd Clty attorney with independent counsel.”
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James fv’lad ison Freedem of Information Awart
Lunuo vvannng vvunuuv. uis u%}g@tﬂ&%gr‘ﬁg\a;gﬁ] lj(')[mt)llESL.QIWRL&E‘ (‘hmgﬂ[g;
i crrmlnal prosecutron as-did the YIMBY complaint against the Ethics Commissioners.

Johnson acknowledged a conflict. She resolved it by contortion, vowing to avoid housir

. ;whlle continuing to vote on housing policy matters as a Planning Commissioner. Althot

wanted to resign once hired by SPUR, Lee asked her to stay until he appointed another

. 'another 7 months. She walked out during public comments that overwhelmingly favore

However she did support one amendment that favored low-income residents. Tensions

~ Jane Klm arrived to -announce that the dueling proposals would be melded into a "cons
: *YlMBY grrevance agalnst Ethics proceeded.

On 9/6/17 before the full Sunshine Task Force, Ms. Clark and a handful of YIMBY supp
; "",Commlssroners Keane and Kopp and their allies. Intriguingly, the YIMBYs' fervor for sur

- ,long -committed sunshrne advocates like Bruce Brugmann, Rick Knee and Bob Plantholi
- Commrssron The all-whrte YIMBYs injected victimology and identity politics into their n

- ;drscrlmlnatory to challenge Johnson because other Planning Commissioners harbor cc
; lamented that 'l had my character thrown under the bus." Previously, she had argued it:
~ (Johnson) through the mud." She labeled Ethics "a rogue agency..filled with politically-r 3
~ the hammer on whoever they deem a political opponent." Housing Action Coalition CEC
. about old. whlte men not liking Christine Johnson." Dismissing conflict of interest conce
. . for a polrtrcal witch- hunt for a minority female woman," "a political vendetta’, "selective
”fand new levels of hypocnsy They also maintained that the Ethics letter didn't address
: had recerved tlps about Johnsons conflict weeks before and she had previously voted |
a lmost worked A motion to find that Ethics had violated the Sunshine Ordinance died c

f the 6-vote threshold needed to pass Commissioner Johnson wasn't there to back her ¢ ¢
- Shen . o 3

- jln sum, Ethlcs made a good -faith effort to fulfill its duty and met the immediacy exemp
- lel\/lBYs desrrlng falrness can report to Ethics the alleged conflicts enveloping other Pla
Ethlcs should replace rts conflict-bound City attorney with independent counsel.

- Dr Mana Rlvero and Dr Derek Kerr were senior physicians at Laguna Honda Hospital wh«
"_wrongdomg Both are Iocal San Francisco residents. Contact Derek

October 2017
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Safe Injectlon Sites: Neither Drug Dens r
Recovery |
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The Bill passed the Assembly 41 to 33 and awaits a Senate vote. O
Pollce Chlefs ASSOCIatIOI‘I Dlstrlct Attorneys Association, Sherlffs

perv13|on and Connect with health, drug treatment and social services
sk Force wrll send recommendatlons to the Mayor In June 2016, Mayc
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- James Mad ison Freedom of Information Aware
Critios who analyzed the dataaﬁgrﬁtheéy’aneyaadv hdsivaraistsehinengld-tnar s
- fJust 31 % of Vancouver public injectors said they would use SISs because registration is
- ,1nject|ons nor drug sharing are allowed. Acceptability dropped to 20% with police prese

- SISs, do so for less than 20% of their injections on average. Canada's Expert Advisory C
- tnsrtes thousands of visits represented barely 5% of overall community injections. Suct
' potentral and sometimes elusive benefits. The Sydney SIS could not demonstrate reduc
- ‘flnf,ectlons hepatrtls or HIV. Although Vancouver's Insite reported improvements in all, ti
~ saw no direct evidence. While neither program reported overdose deaths in-house, thei
 those reported in the community. Apparently, some SIS clients feel emboldened to expe¢
‘ 'drug cocktalls while safely supervrsed

SIS referrais to drug treatment programs are widely touted, but only 14% of Sydney cliel

- majorrty did not attend until recently, with added funding and follow-up. In Vancouver, jt

- drug treatment In San Francisco, merely 14% of drug users surveyed wanted drug treat

, ;wanted food and showers Denial of dlsabllrty is a symptom of addiction, but some tax|

. _~returns on mvestments However both the Vancouver and Sydney programs reported ¢

- "-,'Vbusrnesses and resrdents complained about loitering and drug dealing. While no increa
- ,detected cops had boosted patrols around both SISs - a hidden cost.

}SIS cntlcs comp]arn that ' partrsan sympathizers" cherry-pick data to highlight success¢
drversrty of. DPH s Task Force was revealed when its members were ruffled into admittii

. S]Ss On 8/1 0/17 the Task Force proffered 6 City SISs rather than a pilot program. Othe
- eq__ﬁy Whereby every City Drstnct would do its fair share. Unaddressed are drug users'
o [acceptabrhty barners and the allure of the street scene. Ideclogical opponents fear thai
. fjbehavrors They call for more robust treatment programs as well as pre-arrest dlverS|or
. mandate treatment

"",;f"*The SIS movement is stymred by federal and state Controlled Substance Laws that prol
",}_'drugs and paraphernaha Even building owners and operators may be held liable. This I\

~ Sessions directed federal prosecutors to seek "the most serious, readily provable” pena
- work—around is California Assembly Bill 186 for a "Safe Drug Consumption Program.” It
. drnjectron srtes The Bill passed the Assembly 41 to 33 and awaits a Senate vo
lice Chiefs Assocratlon District Attorneys Association, Sheriffs’ Association and Nar
They worry about conflicts wrth federal laws, congregating drug-related criminality, and
- dens' that don't requrre treatment. Nonetheless, SISs offer hope amidst an Opioid Cnsr
. overdoses desplte the ﬂerce policing and mass incarceration of the War on Drugs.

|
- Like o her mumcrpal efforts to combat national plagues, SISs may relieve a fraction oft

©) 2020,W'e‘_:stsidé8an Fra
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S ouezy of Professional fournalists, NorCal . hopter
' September 2017

| 21t *FBI Probe Plunged DPH into Turmioil,

March 2017 Wests;de Observer reported on the FBI probe of a pay-to-work s
artment of Publrc Health (DPH) Payments had allegedly been solicited in e

k ng rn 2011 DPH Janrtors were questioned by the FBI
y Attorneys about payments forJobs and the hiring

( to the mpressron that dirt was being hidden was a series o
aind thefts from DPH executive offices at 101 Grove Street. The DP

,actlvatmg or mstallmg securlty cameras. Key documents, mcludmc
- vamshed g . ~

To calm tensrons Crawford was assrgned new SUpeerSOTS One was Ron Wergelt hirec
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James Mad 5{3;’: Freadpm of Iﬁfermat?on Aware
, orthreatemng behavror Society of Professional Journalists, NorCal Chapter

. _]nvestrgatrve Zeal: Remarkably, the Whistleblower Program and the City Attorney pounc
 witnesses from August to December 2015. Crawford's deputy and "right hand woman”,

~and sought reassignment. In October 2015, Crawford was placed on Administrative Lez
_ His replacement, a Payroll manager with no janitorial experience, was David Palma. Pal
Amanda He as his deputy. That move was reportedly opposed by DPH Director Barbara
. Staff'Who'klongedfor change. But Weigelt, who protected informants, supported it and f
' pu’rged half a dokzen employees and supervisors, including witnesses to ongoing intrigu
r outones over retaliation and drsonmrnahon

- The City's rnvestrgatlon stated that Crawford had "accepted money from a subordinate"
. threatened bodily harm’. Labeled an "administrative retaliation ploy" by Crawford, it res
- notice on 12/18/15. Crawford had been taken aback by a grilling on his personal finang
~ and even his Chinese-American wife's business. Moreover, he had been ordered to und
- attorney present and 1o attend a disciplinary hearing while on Medical Leave — a breacl
- City Attorney was lnvestlgatrng Crawford - while defending the DPH against Crawford's
,attorney protested a brased rnvestrgatlon designed to terminate him" and successfully
_ Attorney from the case. That's why Louise Renne's Public Law Group began defendrn91
. fthereby collectmg $1 87,158, -

FB] Behmd the Scene: The City's rnvestrgatron wasn't autonomous. By November 201 5
_',Janltors it wanted to mtervrew FBIl agents also interviewed DPH Human Resources Drre
__ Director, Mlel Callahan. The DPH scrambled to review complaints janitors had filed sini
L ‘Wergelt crafted a memo encouraging janitors to cooperate with the FBI and promising i
- mformatron This memo sparked contention between Weigelt and cagier City Attorneys
- off managers suspected in the pay-to-work scheme. The FBI asked to search Crawford'

~ demanded a warrant. The FBI argued that it simply needed DPH's permission since the
. : Crty Attorneys he]d FBI agents at arm's length. The FBI did not force the issue, but agen

. lack of cooperatlon

- Instead of an FBI search the DPH's Weigelt directed a search of Crawford's office and ¢
- .fAttorneys mvestlgatron reportedly bypassed the As Needed Janltors who were more lik
pressures. Addrng to the impression that dirt was being hidden, was a series of break-it
~ DPH executive offices at 1071 Grove Street. The DPH reportedly stalled on activating or |
 documents, mcludlng promissory notes allegedly showing that janitors had signed ove
kvanlshed Months of Crawford's emalls also disappeared.

~ Concurrent 1nvest|gatrons by the FBI, the Whistleblower Program, the City Attorney and

© 2020 Westside San’
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LR Dr Mar/a Rlvero and Dr Derek Kerr were senior physicians at Laguna Honda Hospital wh
wrongdomg by the Department of PUb/lC Health. Contact: watchdogs@westsideobserver

Laguna Honda to Offer Medical Aid-I

,rek Kerr & Dr Maria Rlvero

n May 9; 2017 Laguna Honda Hospltal (LHH) pivoted to offering terminally ill
pa’uents the option of taking a lethal drug cocktail on its premises. This Medic:i
: id-In- Dylng (MAID) policy is based on the June 2016 California End of Life
fi,"Optlon Act and a related Department of Pubhc Health (DPH) pohcy approved thls

_ The phys1c|an assesses the patlents ehglblllty and offers alternate |
o Care palllatlve sedatlon endmg life-prolonging treatment, or vqun
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~ James Mad ison Freedom of Information Awart
;Concerns about a patient's me”fél’si}’a‘ﬂefgr 1(’‘rgrl@nrl*’?'eclulréfé(i’al'ér‘a“tl Sodhdiélearanden
Psychologrst: The review takes 3 weeks at minimum, and likely twice as long. In Oregot
decision can be rescinded at any time.

- Daysafter the written aﬁestatlon, a prescription is made out for 10 grams (100 capsule
_ along with pills to prevent vomiting. The medications are provided 48 hours before the
~must self-administer the drugs and is reminded that it's OK not to take them. To mask t
- emptred rnto half a cup of1u1ce or apple sauce then swallowed within 2 minutes. In Ore
~outafter 5 minutes but a few stayed awake for an hour. Most died within an hour, thoug
. ;days The cocktarl can be modified to speed up the effect. A physician fills out the deat
. underlymg termrnal iliness as the cause of death. By law, MAID is not suicide and does

- \ ‘All MAlD prescnptlons and related deaths are reviewed by the State Department of Jus
Health (CDPH), respectrvely Annually, the CDPH will publicly report the number of presr
- ”"demographlc data keeping patlent identities confidential.

l\/lAlD is controversral and emotive. Catholic doctrine opposes it, as does the Hippocrat
Medrcal Association though the California Medical Association takes a "neutral" stance
" 7belleve that MAID reﬂects a fear of disability, thereby devaluing the lives of disabled pe|
. 'qualrty of life may be due to poor quality of care. Traditionally, Hospice care neither pro
- ,’,ff‘process Accordingly, the Act allows health care providers and hospitals to opt out. Cat
- ~ and St Francis prohrblt MAlD So does the VA hospital system. The Vitas Hospice chan

~ not prescrlbe MAID.

. Commendably, LHH conducted a staff survey before introducing its MAID policy. Only §

. “physrcrans agreed o partrcrpate Support seems spotty among nurses, most of whom i i
 did not drsclose how many staff refused to participate. Or how many declined to be sur
. response rate. LHH acknowledged challenges that needed to be addressed for conscu
expl}ana’uon Staff who oppose MAID on ethical, cultural or religious grounds are free to
bec ffered Monday through Friday during the daytime when enough supportive staff ar¢
rded a prrvate room on ’the Pallra’uve Care Service which is accustomed to caring fc

~ HF patrents who are largely poor and non-white, were not surveyed. Neither were DPl

‘ k;the demand for MAlD A uc Berkeley poll showed that 76% of California voters support
- ,Afrrcan—Amerrcans No one has polled terminally ill patients. Offering MAID without pu<
 bea challenge e -

iprart from those who. request MAID, who benefits? The DPH Flow Project rushes non- r:
) reli eve cro ding nd cut costs. In October 2012, DPH Director Barbara Garcia Irstedf
' Flow" presentation, LHH reaffirmed its commitment to "

© 2020 Westside San
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 The Non- Par’usan League gained control of the Governor’s office, majority control of the
- and one—thlrd of the seats in the Senate in 1918. Their platform included state ownershi
and cred;t agenCIes In 1919, the state legislature established Bank of North Dakota (BN
Mill and Elevator Assoc;atlon BND opened July 28, 1919 with $2 million of capital.

banks,'can lend $10 for every doHar they hold. By chargmg mterest on this f
much more than they Iend Since Ioans are marked as deposnts they can al

. aﬁfurb 'n developm grants have locked cities into the private banking system. Averse tc

; "fbudgets ', ies obtain pnvate credit via municipal bonds or public-private deals that revx

. ’the costs of pubhc prOJects Private banks monopolize a wealth-transfer mechanism th
 shareholders at taxpayer expense.

_ © 2020 Westside San Franciscd Media. No portion of the articles or art
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~ Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer directed the Budget Analyst to re-as:
; fcﬂy-owned bank Treasurer Cisneros will also have an opportunity
'Wlth the ongomg I'lSkS and predations of private banks, threats of 1
es and revenue losses from denying bank services to the cannz
,bankmg optlon is needed Y

L ote forthese abuses is to establish public banks. Their purpose is public intet
ili ‘es under publrc oversrght they take tax receipts deposited by governments
_‘_'nd Iocal businesses and return profits to General Funds. Run by salaried crvrl
ssrons for boostrng loans or pursumg speculation. This alternate paradigm work
nation’ s only pubhc bank Founded in 1919 to support farmers who couldn't |
now ﬂnances mfrastructure projects, and provides low-interest loans for stude
S. BND partners wrth local banks that lend to homeowners and small busrnessex
1 mped‘ 1 me SBOO mllllon back into State coffers - one reason North Dakota was um
inancial crisis. In 2015, the BND's Infrastructure Loan Fund offered 30-year loans - at 2
ank € publlcly—owned Among US cities considering public banks are Oakland, Sant

' ‘franmsco already has a template for public banking. In 2009, then-Supervisor Johr
' ‘st Karl Beitel, who went on to publish a monograph; “Municipal Banking: An O
could recapture 368 million annually by purchasing the City's short-term bo
and housmg costs that drsptaced City residents, as well as the Occupy We
jn"2011 Avalos asked the City's Budget and Legislative Analyst to researcr
,mber 2011 report identified a major barrier: State law. Government Code s
’any manner; grve or loan its credit to or in aid of any person or corporation.’
n‘qooncluded that as a charter city, San Francisco could establish its owr
k‘nkst(AB750 in 2011 and AB2500 in 2012) were vetoed or buried after o
ciation andth’e State Treasurer.

LIre rJose Crsneros was guarded while testifying before the City Operations a
ce on 10/24/11 He admitted that the City deposited its funds with Bank of An
] 'Bank at a cost of $§2. 7 mrlllon/year He emphasized his legal obligation to prioritize sec
- order for C' J mvestments There was no assessment of the secunty of City funds plac
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. Crsneros current Investment Policy keeps “social responsibility” subordinate to securit:
" trqurdrty, and returns. However, his “social responsibility screen” steers City investments
rfrom ﬂrearms producers, major polluters, and predatory lenders. A foe of predatory bar
- '~ ;Crsneros uses public bank like tools to boost community financing. In 2008 he advance
- Q*B"a’nkron SF'program that partners with credit.unions and “responsible banks” to provid
_income residents with low-fee accounts. Last year he suspended Wells Fargo from the
. sham accounts nationwide. His Kindergarten to College program used City and philantl
- 'savmgs accounts for over 18,000 kids. This March, he was pushed by the Board of Sup
- that sponsorthe Dakota Access Pipeline. Why not open a public bank?

E-mails obtarned from the Crty Treasurer’s Office since 2011 reveal wariness, skepticisr
publlc bankrng and its proponents. Inquiries from Avalos and associates were cautiou
- fﬁLegal Sectlon Correspondence between City and regional treasury officials expressed:

1 Conﬂlcts of lnterest Can bank governance be insulated from politics? Will polltrc
~ loans, or how bad debts are collected?

. 2. Complexrty & Cost Canthe City provide the necessary expertise and start-up cap

3 Rrsk Management Would prioritizing economic development loosen loan standa
nsk?

- “,The Public Bankmq Institute has answers to these questions. And on 4/11/17 Supervrs
'“the Budget Analyst tore- assess the feasrbrlrty of a city-owned bank. Treasurer Crsneroc
-assess his stance ‘With the ongoing risks and predations of private banks, threats
. nd reven le losses from denyrng bank services to the cannabis rndustry a pubh(

r. Derek Kerr and Dr. Maria Rivero and were senior physr

ydcnnspwamesyoftﬁﬂ

' mg%s@westadeobserver com

eblower retahatron trial rendered a $2 million Judgment

i nvolvrng the City Attorn y's Clarms Bureau Herrera ggz had long-planned to
MOUSLY

 After3 weeks of testiony.a Superior Cout iy, unan Sspurned,Herreras,oath tl
- 'nothrng 10 do wrth my decrsron to replace her.”

, 'Prompted by an FBI trp about fraudulent claims, Hoeper found that plumbing contracto
checking City records to locate City trees. They drove around to video sewer traps withy

©.2020 Westside San Francisco Media. No portion of the
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4 I||I0n for Jo Hoeper and around $2 5 million for her
ttorneys.

or's. Meanwhlle one SF contractor collected $600,000 over 2 years solely from Crty
: Iace sewers |t pald 50% to account for depreCIatron SF paid full freight for bran«

{el rdlng to the Government Clalms Act, cities are only liable for pubhc se
" ’4’quxre the. Department of Public Works' (DPW) to fix street sewers throi
aims Bureau pard

for some tree ewerjobs These lrregularltles were tolerated as “a conspiracy of expé

pressed consent.
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; Herrera supported Hoepers investigation - until her findings triggered blow-back. Mattt

' connected Herrera ally who heads the Claims Bureau, was rattled. He told Hoeper; “You
_ besorry” Also upset were PUC Manager Ed Harrington and DPW Director Mohammed |
Bureat for mlsmanagement Wagon-circling ensued - another conspiracy of expedienc
. ‘Deputy Attorney, Therese Stewart, to defuse tensions and wrap up Hoeper's investigatic
Rothschlld and his staff without notifying Hoeper's investigative team of her back-char
. fended off Hamngtons accusations, declaring; “Everybody has a hand in this...no need
201'2 Nuru and Harrington'barred the “pre-approval” of cvlaims by the Claims Bureau w

Troubled by Hoepers ongomg search for “something nefarious,” Stewart demanded a “

‘ 'fblow by blow summary” of Hoeper’s findings. Instead, Hoeper delivered a 27-page draft
- reoommendmg a "top to bottom” audit of the Claims Bureau. One week later, Herrera to
1o the DA's Office for 18 months, then be released with full retirement benefits. It was al
‘ landmg, removing a threat rather than demoting an under-performer. Plus, Herrera’s tlm
; ;Rothschlld a target of the sewer investigation, knew of Hoeper's sacking a week before
- ,Herrera would reconsider, Hoeper accepted the transfer and a $120,000 severance but
”her release from the DA's Ofﬂce she filed a wrongful termination claim in June 2014.

Attorney John Keker

 Herrera testiﬂed that he had “lost confidence” in Hoeper and resolved to replace herin
find the rlght person He described a desultory recrurtment effort that stretched over 2.5
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erese Stewart now a Judge testified: “There was always some friction” between Her:
ood e outhob underestlmatmg Ilabllrty, w1thho|d|ng information, scrambllng from “

,_r'rgiatmg the sewer deals As to why it took 2.5 years to recruit Cheryl .
'o one thought of her ~ even though Adams had sought the jOb Whlh

Dr Marra Rlvero and Dr. Derek Kerr were senior physicians a
they repeated/y exposed wrongdoing by the Department ofl
atchdogs@weststdeobserver com.

J
t
t
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, FBI Probe of RRH:Bribery Schel

}
t
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by Drs. i)e;él? Kert and Maria Rivero™ ‘
ecall when the FBI exposed pay. to play" schemes involving State Senator Lela
Comml‘ ‘ loner Nazly Mohajer and staffer Zula Jones, as well as political oonSl

presrdent Kerth Jackson? Less weII known is the FBI probe of "pay to work" cla

i
]
E}
)

\
l

without expressed consent
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Ron Weigelt, DPH Human Resources Director

~inexchange for jobs, promotions, or assignments." It came from DPH's Human Resourc
~ both Chlnes'e and En‘gllsh it explalned "if you give truthful information to the FBI about
- “ use that mformatlon to seek dlscrplme against you." Immigrant porters are more vulner
. ‘to therr llmrted Engllsh proﬂcrency and knowledge of laws. Some complained about bril
, : pro quo. culture accordmg to DPH sources. But the mostly Chinese-speaking porters wi
. promlsed rmmunrty from reprlsals None were willing to testify-and the FBI probe collap

. Jamtors malntam safe clean, functional environments for every City department. Thos«
 called porters Those workmg in non-clinical departments are called custodians. Pay|n<
L these entry- level jObS attract immigrants and minorities with basic manual and languag
”Pathways to Entry Level Positions” training to help candidates with applications, exam
, . ‘Last year 959 Janltors worked for the City. Meanwhile, there were 812 applicants for a ¢
. ,Theres plenty of competltlon

. Appllcants must have 6 months experience in commeroral janitorial work, or complete i

rProgram To get hired, they must pass a 2 hour test with 75 multiple-choice questlons
: ‘perma' nt Civil Service position with benefits, rather than being hired provisionally or ' i
o competltlon fOl‘_l " OCatlons shifts, and promotions. Each of these decision points car
7 'klckbacks and extortlon Current and former City employees - who requested anonymit
- WS0 that pay 1o work schemes exist in many departments but mostly the DPH — the C
7~;posrtrons Allegedly, sums up to $5 000 or expensive gifts can yield access to exam qu
* locatrons or promotlons =

. kFor some these are good deals Others who earn thelrjobs and assignments, resent tt

P2405
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Oc‘rober 3 Commlssron meetlng, Callahan whittled the narrative down to "one all¢
ual who..was termmated" ‘Nonetheless, she was launching a training program tc
Commrssroner Kate Favetti emphasized that the City has reduced the number of
rably in provrsronal and "as needed" positions. Commission Executive Director Mic
raCterrzed the brrbery clarms as a "new thing" then acknowledged that investigation
epeople that are affected are not coming forward." On that point everyone agrees

»‘dlsagreement on the scope of the problem and how to proceed. Officialdom de
ur sources say that 3 DPH employees have been fired. DHR records show that ir
rs e‘malled the l\/layor Board of Supervisors and department brass to report the
and pohcres to counter workplace favormsm bribery and the resultmg conﬂ

] W that the two S|des agreed on training janitors about workplace rights, anr
et help n‘ vrolatlons occur We asked the DHR for any notices or pollcres relatec

ro and Dr. Derek Kerr were senior physrcrans at Laguna Honda Hospital wh:
ng by the Department ‘of Public Health. Contact: DerekOnVanNess@aol.com

§
i

March 2017
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| | l

W|II Honesty and Sanity Save Laguna
. ByDr. Maria Rivero and Dr. Derek Kerr .
0/17 Laguna Honda Hosprtal (LHH) CEO Mivic Hirose disclosed a State citation ar

© 2020 Westside San Francisco Media: No portion of the articles or artwork ma . wrtho »expressed
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; Eugene Jeandeville
srnce our “Requrem for an Old Frlend" reported on April 2015.

Commendab]y, LHH drsolosed the State investigation of the accrdent the pena
‘actions the hosprtal has taken - before the CDPH issued its Press Release on:
,'V”medla about Class AA citations, the most severe, whose fines range from $25,000 to $
~ own revelatron occurred atits publrc Joint Conferenoe Committee meeting — a forum u
_ lapses, spm Controversres and celebrate trrvra It took 2 years, partly due to a backlog rr
- Ofﬁce the bureaucratrc pace of State regulators and the gravity of the case. Still, LHH's
- notch toward honest accountablhty ‘Adverse outcomes, though rare, occur in all hosprt.
. 'eaded and dn‘ﬁcult Domg SO shows professronal integrity and respect for the commt

- At the same meetmg, LHH quretly reversed a bizarre feature of its Admissions Policy. A
- Medlcal Drrector has been restored as the ultimate authority over admissions." Sane ag
; ,,,"’;\,~cou]d be uneasy for recently—appomted Medrcal Director Dr. Michael McShane.

cl!oosoaeﬁenoasasanaoesnaoaaae»aasaaaaaaa&aaasasnaaasa«aaa

D 'rmg the ; otorlous Flow Pro_| ct of 2004 ,a reckless pohtlcal dect
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