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Re: File No. 24066

Hello,

Please find attached additional/supplemental documents regarding File No. 24066 (Joint Zoo Committee Complaint - Justin
Barker):

Complaint Document (1 file)
Joint Zoo Committee Meeting Minutes for October 2024, November 2024, and December 2024 (3 files)
MOU Agreement between the City and Zoo (1 file)

I am also including an image of the section of the MOU that refers to the Joint Zoo Committee.

Please let me know if there are any questions. Thanks! - M

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: SOTF (BOS) <sotf@sfgov.org>
Date: Thu, Jan 23, 2025 at 4:43 PM
Subject: Notice of Hearing: Sunshine Ordinance Task Force, 2/5/2025, Convenes at 4:00 p.m., Hearings on Complaints at
5:00 p.m. (File No. 25003)
To: justinmbarker@gmail.com <justinmbarker@gmail.com>, TanyaP@sfzoo.org <TanyaP@sfzoo.org>, Summers, Ashley
(REC) <ashley.summers@sfgov.org>
Cc: Somera, Alisa (BOS) <alisa.somera@sfgov.org>

Hello –

 

The following Sunshine Ordinance Task Force matters have been scheduled for hearing as follows: 

 

Date:                    Wednesday, February 5, 2025 (Hybrid Meeting in-person/remote)

Location:            Hearing Room 408, City Hall, San Francisco, CA 94102

Time:                    Meeting Convenes – 4:00 p.m.

Public Comment, Consent Agenda, and Hearings on Complaints – begin 5:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible

 

Information regarding how to participate via telephone or via teleconference (Webex) will be listed on the Agenda. Agendas
are available online and at the San Francisco Public Library at least 72 hours before the meeting.   

 

Why Am I Receiving This Notice?

You are receiving this notice because you are named as a Complainant or Respondent in one of the following complaints
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Joint Zoo Committee SOTF File No. 24066 
 
 
 
The Joint Zoo Committee consists of three members of the San Francisco Zoological Society's board of 
directors and three members of the city's Recreation and Park Commission who meet to discuss and hear 
public comment regarding major policies affecting the zoo. 
 
As of January 2025, the Committee members are Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr., Kat 
Anderson and Breanna Zwart (Alternate: Commissioner Joseph Hallisy); and San Francisco Zoological 
Society Board Members EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn and Mary Sutton (Alternates: Jeff Pace and Tanya 
Peterson).  
 
The Committee also has two animal welfare advisors: Dr. Joseph Spinelli (DVM) and Jane Tobin. The 
advisors are non-voting members of the Committee and aren’t generally allowed to participate in meeting 
discussions and are only allowed to speak during public comment periods. Dr. Spinelli has since left the 
Committee effective January 2025, so one of the advisor roles is currently vacant.  
 
Based on an understanding of the “San Francisco Office of the City Attorney Good Government Guide 
(November 2024)”, the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force should have jurisdiction to hear complaints about 
the Joint Zoo Committee for the following reasons: 


1) It is a recognized committee of the Commission of Recreation and Park. 
2) It serves as an advisory group for at least one City government department/office. 
3) The San Francisco Zoo is a non-profit entity that has at least one contract with the City and 


receives over $250K a year in funding from the City. 
 
Below are concerns concerning the way that the Joint Zoo Committee are conducting their public 
meetings. 
 
References: 
 
San Francisco Office of the City Attorney Good Government Guide (November 2024) 
https://www.sfcityattorney.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2024-Good-Government-Guide.pdf 
 
Joint Zoo Committee October 2024 Meeting Minutes 
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/24941/JtZooMin101724APPROVED 
 
Joint Zoo Committee November 2024 Meeting Minutes 
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/25115/JtZooMin112124APPROVED 
 
Joint Zoo Committee November 2024 Meeting Audio 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMrSEBpoaHipYP7xZH3BPnUpbYTWnacN/view?usp=drive_link 
 
Joint Zoo Committee December 2024 Meeting Minutes 
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/25061/JtZooAg121924 
 
Joint Zoo Committee December 2024 Meeting Audio 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LwWCoWfOIhL1dMLDZvsw2RpxhhoH40fL/view?usp=drive_link 
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Public comment at meetings 
 


 
Concern: One of the main objectives of the Joint Zoo Committee is to provide a forum for the public to 
comment on Zoo matters - but because Committee members allow meetings to run for only an hour - a 
number of in-person commenters are not able to comment and are instead told that public comment will 
be carried over until the next meeting. Public bodies generally do not end public comment periods until 
everyone has had a chance to make their comment, but the Joint Zoo Committee regularly limits public 
comment periods and ends meetings based on “timing.” This is done any time a meeting looks like it will 
go on past the hour.  
 
An example of this can be found in the November 2024 Meeting Minutes under the “Chair’s 
Announcements” agenda item: 
 
“Given today’s time constraints, Chair Mazzola noted there would be limited public comment today but 
public comment would be continued to the next Joint Zoo committee meeting.” 
 
The November 2024 Meeting Minutes can be found here: 
 
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/25115/JtZooMin112124APPROVED 
 
Another example of this can be found on a recording of the December 2024 meeting. This happens 
towards the end of the meeting when a member of the public asks to comment during a public comment 
period and is told by Committee Member Larry Mazzola Jr. that there wasn’t enough time. The member of 
the public is allowed to make the comment only after she offers to make a short comment. 
Here is a link to the audio file of the December 2024 meeting: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LwWCoWfOIhL1dMLDZvsw2RpxhhoH40fL/view?usp=drive_link 
 
This exchange happens at about the 55:27 mark (it’s just before the audio recording ends) 
 


~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
Concern: Joint Zoo Committee members will interrupt members of the public who are making public 
comments when they do not agree with what the commenter is saying.  
 
An example of this happened at the November 2024 meeting during the Update from Committee Advisors 
agenda item’s public comment period. A member of the public was making a comment, when Committee 
Member Melinda Dunn interrupted the commenter twice. 
 
Here is a link to the audio file of the November 2024 meeting: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMrSEBpoaHipYP7xZH3BPnUpbYTWnacN/view?usp=drive_link 
 
This exchange happens starting at about the 59:30 mark. The member of the public begins making public 
comment at about the 59:30 mark and is interrupted by Committee Member Melinda Dunn at about the 
1:0015 mark and is interrupted again by Committee Member Melinda Dunn at about the 1:00:46 mark. 
 
 


~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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From San Francisco Office of the City Attorney Good Government Guide (November 2024) regarding 
public comment at meetings: 
 
“The right of public comment at meetings: Members of the public have an important but limited right to 
participate in meetings of policy bodies. They have the right to speak (“comment”) at meetings.” (page 
171) 
 
“Policy bodies must apply time limits uniformly to members of the public. Admin. Code § 67.15(c). For 
example, individual speakers favoring one side of an issue may not be given more time than individual 
speakers on the opposite side. Similarly, individual speakers who comment first on an agenda item may 
not be given more time than those who comment later. For this reason, it is important for the presiding 
officer to determine at the outset of public comment on an agenda item the amount of time each speaker 
will have, for it must be uniform for all speakers on the agenda item.” (page 172) 
 
 


 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 







Video recording not allowed at meetings 
 
Concern: Although members of the public are allowed to make sound recordings of meetings, the Joint 
Zoo Committee does not allow them to make video (film) recordings. In the majority of (if not all) open 
public meetings I've looked at, the public is allowed to video record. At two different Joint Zoo Committee 
meetings, I have seen where Committee members have said that video filming was not allowed. At the 
November 2024 meeting, a Committee member said this to an ABC 7 reporter. At the December 2024 
meeting, this was said twice to a member of the public. At the December 2024 meeting, the person 
recording was told by Committee members that they would "need to leave" if they continued to “film” or 
video record. Also at the December 2024 meeting, the person recording was told the only way they would 
be allowed to video record was if they asked all the meeting attendees and received their approval. 
 
In all of these cases, the recording was not interfering in any way with the meeting proceedings.  
 
An example of this happened during the November 2024 meeting at the beginning of the meeting. 
Committee Member Larry Mazzola Jr. noticed there was an ABC News reporter in the room with a camera.   
 
Here is a link to the audio file of the November 2024 meeting: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMrSEBpoaHipYP7xZH3BPnUpbYTWnacN/view?usp=drive_link 
 
This exchange happens starting at about the 2:09 mark. Committee Member Larry Mazzola Jr. tells the 
ABC News reporter that she is not allowed to film as it is only allowed with prior notice. 
 
Another example of this happened during the December 2024 meeting. This happened during the earlier 
part of the meeting, and then again just before the SF Zoo’s Response to Update from AWC agenda item.  
 
Here is a link to the audio file of the December 2024 meeting: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LwWCoWfOIhL1dMLDZvsw2RpxhhoH40fL/view?usp=drive_link 
 
The first exchange happens starting at about the 11:16 mark. Committee Member Kat Anderson tells a 
member of the public that she can not film or video record because she didn’t receive permission.  
 
The second exchange happens starting at about the 17:24 mark. Committee Member Kat Anderson tells 
the member of the public that there “has to be” notice if there is filming and she tells the member of the 
public that she “is going to ask” them to leave if they continue to film. Committee Member Kat Anderson 
then says that she will seek “advice on this” and that to be “fair” that the member of the public would 
need to ask everyone in the room if they are OK with being filmed. The member of the public asks and a 
discussion among the Committee follows, with Committee Member Kat Anderson also telling the room 
that the member of the public that the Committees need to know ahead of time before anyone can film. 
The member of the public is not allowed to film based on the decision of Committee Member Kat 
Anderson. 
 
 


~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
 
From San Francisco Office of the City Attorney Good Government Guide (November 2024) regarding 
recording at meetings: 
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“Members of the public (including news media) have a right, using their own resources, to tape record, 
film, photograph, or broadcast meetings of policy bodies. This right is critical to open government, 
because it makes it possible to expand the audience (in real time or otherwise) of a meeting from those 
physically in attendance to others watching the meeting by virtue of these recording mechanisms. A 
policy body may not curtail this right in order to avoid publicizing a meeting or to discourage public 
participation. It may curtail this right only to the extent the policy body reasonably finds that because of 
noise, illumination, or obstruction of view, the activity would persistently disrupt the meeting. Cal. Govt. 
Code §§ 54953.5(a), 54953.6; Admin. Code § 67.14(a). This “persistent disruption” standard is a high bar 
that likely could be met, if at all, only rarely and in unusual circumstances.” (pages 170-171) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Discussing or acting on items not on the agenda 
 
Concern:  Joint Zoo Committee members use the general public comment to discuss items that are not 
on the agenda (there are actually back and forth discussions between Committee members in the form of 
"comments"). 
 
An example of this happened at the October 2024 meeting after member of the public (Corey Hallman) 
provided a comment voicing that he had hoped that the results of an internal investigation would be made 
public. This brought a "comment" from Joint Zoo Committee member Kat Anderson regarding the 
investigation, and then a "comment" from Joint Zoo Committee member Melinda Dunn regarding the 
same topic. It ends with Joint Zoo Committee member Kat Anderson making another "comment" in 
reference to the original comment that Corey Hallman made (this was in reference to Corey's mentioning 
the accreditation of the Zoo during his comment).  
 
Main concerns are (a) committee members are using a public comment period to talk (which doesn't 
sound appropriate and also takes away from the time that the public is allowed to comment); and (b) the 
committee members are having a discussion about items/topics that aren't on the agenda. 
 
This can be found in the October 2024 Meeting Minutes under the Public Comment agenda item: 
 
“- Teamsters Local 856 Representative Corey Hallman expressed dissatisfaction that results of an internal 
investigation were not made available to Teamsters members.  
- Rec & Park Commission President Kat Anderson surmised that there may be personnel reasons for not 
making investigations public.  
- SFZS Board Chair Melinda Dunn noted that she has met with Teamsters Local 856 Representative Corey 
Hallman regarding this topic. 
 - Rec & Park Commission President Kat Anderson remarked that she had traveled extensively and has 
visited many zoos and trusts the AZA guidelines for accreditation. She noted that SF Zoo excelled in its 
standards for animal health, welfare and longevity.” 
 
The October 2024 Meeting Minutes can be found here: 
 
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/24941/JtZooMin101724APPROVED 
 


~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
From San Francisco Office of the City Attorney Good Government Guide (November 2024) regarding the 
discussion of items not on the agenda: 
 
“During general public comment, discussed at subsection (G)(3) below, members of the public may raise 
topics not on the agenda. Members of the policy body may not engage in a discussion of such matters 
because the topics have not been agendized. But they may ask questions or make simple 
announcements for clarification, ask staff for information or to report back to the body on the matter at a 
subsequent meeting, or ask that the matter be calendared for a subsequent meeting. Cal. Govt. Code § 
54954.2(a)(2); Admin. Code § 67.7(d). These limited steps do not constitute “discussion” or “action” 
under the open meeting laws and thus may take place during a meeting even though not on the agenda.” 
(page 157) 
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  Joint Zoo Committee Agenda  


  December 19, 2024 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 


JOINT ZOO COMMITTEE 


AMENDED NOTICE OF MEETING AND AGENDA 


December 19, 2024 9:00am. 


City Hall, Room 421 


San Francisco, CA  94102 


 


And for members of the public: 


 


Via Teleconference 


Dial-in: 1.877.873.8018 


Passcode (Access code):  4465688 


*** 


 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr., Kat Anderson and 


Breanna Zwart (Alternate: Commissioner Joseph Hallisy). San Francisco Zoological Society Board Members 


EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn and Mary Sutton (Alternates: Jeff Pace and Tanya Peterson). Committee Advisors Dr. 


Joseph Spinelli (DVM) and Ms. Jane Tobin. 


 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 


 


Public comment will be taken before the committee takes action on any item. 


 


1. Call to Order and Roll Call. 


 


2. Adoption of Minutes of November 21, 2024 Committee Meeting. (Action Item) 


   


3. San Francisco Zoological Society (“SFZS”) Administrative Report. (Discussion) 


 Jeff Pace, CFO, SFZS 


 Update on SFZS’ administrative matters. 


 


4. Animal Transactions.    (Action to Recommend) 


 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS  


Discussion and possible action to recommend that the Recreation and Park Commission approve the 


following transactions: 
 


 
SAN FRANCISCO ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS 


ANIMAL TRANSACTION RATIFICATION – December 2024 


 


 


DONATION TO:   ANIMAL SPECIES    PRICE     TOTAL DUE 


None 


 


 


 


DONATION FROM: 


Dallas Zoo    2.0 Red-fronted macaws    NIL  N/A 


650 South R.L. Thornton Fwy  Ara rubrogenys 


Dallas, TX  75203 


469/554-7556 
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5. Animal Updates – November 2024.     (Discussion) 


 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS 


 Update on animal transactions and dispositions: 


 
DATE SEX ANIMALS TRANSACTION COMMENTS MLE


ACQUISITIONS


4 4.0 Babydoll Southdown sheep Donation from private party


6 0.0.1 Galapagos tortoises Donation from Riverbanks Zoo


12 0.1 Southern pudu Loan transfer from Woodland Park Zoo


20 0.1 Toco toucan Donation from Fort Worth Zoo


DISPOSITIONS Age at Death


7 1.0 African open-billed stork Death 23Y, 1M, 12D


Suspected testis tumor and bleeding of 


unknown origin in proventriculus / ventriculus. N/A


9 0.1 Fulvous whistling duck Death 13Y, 1M, 12D Old duck with severe arthritis in multpile joints. N/A


13 1.0 Red-rumped agouti Donation to the Orlando Science Center


18 1.0 Southern pacific pond turtle Death 10Y, 9M, 28D


Cause of death not apparent on gross necropsy. 


Histopathology pending. N/A


27 1.0 Gray fox Death 12Y, 6M, 23D Splenic mass, no other gross lesions found. N/A  
 


6. SF Zoo’s Response to Update from AWC.      (Discussion) 


Debbie Marrin, Director of Training & Behavioral Husbandry, SFZS   


SFZS Director of Training and Behavioral Husbandry Debbie Marrin will provide a response to the 


presentation provided by Joint Zoo Committee Advisors Jane Tobin and Dr. Joseph Spinelli at the 


November 21, 2024 meeting. 


 
7. Announcements.         (Information only) 


 


8. Chair’s Announcements.   (Information only) 


 


9.          Old Business.   (Discussion) 


 


10. New Business/Future Agenda Items.    (Information only) 


 


11. Public Comments:  Members of the public may address the committee on matters that are within the 


committee’s jurisdiction and are not on today’s agenda. 


 


12. Adjournment. 


 


###   








  Joint Zoo Committee Meeting Minutes  


October 17, 2024 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 


JOINT ZOO COMMITTEE 


October 17, 2024 9:00am. 


City Hall, Room 421 


San Francisco, CA  94102 


 


 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr., Kat Anderson, Breanna Zwart 


and SF Zoological Society Board Members EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn and Mary Sutton. Committee Advisors: Dr. 


Joseph Spinelli (DVM) and Ms. Jane Tobin. 


  


ORDER OF BUSINESS 


 


Public comment will be taken before the committee takes action on any item. 


 


1. Call to Order and Roll Call. 


Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr. and Kat Anderson.  SF Zoological Society (“SFZS”) 


Representatives: EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn, Mary Sutton and Jeff Pace.  


Joint Zoo Committee Advisors Dr. Joseph Spinelli and Michael Angelo Torres on behalf of Ms. Jane 


Tobin.  


 


2. Adoption of Minutes.                                                      ACTION: MSA 


  


3. San Francisco Zoological Society (“SFZS”), Administrative Report.  (Discussion) 


 Jeff Pace, CFO, SFZS 


SFZS CFO Jeff Pace reported on “Save a Koala Day”, which coincided with SF Free Residents’ Day for 


September and was celebrated with a ceremony at Koala Crossing that included the Consul General of 


Australia, who accepted a donation from SF Zoo on behalf of the “Port Macquarie Koala Hospital”, which 


is the largest facility in Australia for sick and injured koalas.  He discussed SF Zoo’s male gorilla’s 


participation in voluntary chest X-rays, which is important for monitoring heart health in great apes. He 


noted that SF Zoo had celebrated International Red Panda Day with a number of special events in the Youth 


Exploration Zone. Mr. Pace reported on the recent conservation lectures that took place at the Zoo: Dr. 


Dominic Maringa of the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy and Dr. Markus Hofmeyr of the Rhino Recovery 


Fund. He announced that Fall Bilingual Camp had started, and, in addition to Spanish camp, SFZS would 


be offering a Cantonese camp. He remarked that SF Zoo had once again attended the SFSU Career Day and 


had received a number of applications from prospective interns and employees. Lastly, he reported on two 


recent events: the Annual Veterans’ Event, during which a number of veterans groups come for a day at SF 


Zoo, and the St. Jude’s Walk, with over 850 participants and volunteers. 


 


Public Comment:   


Member of the public Justin Barker noted the recent death of a koala at the Zoo and then referenced a report 


made at the Animal Welfare Commission (AWC) meeting about the Zoo on October 10, 2024.  Barker 


stated he had spoken to news agencies about the report, which made international and national news.  


Member of the AWC Michael Angelo Torres stated he had brought copies of the report made at the October 


10, 2024 AWC meeting for the Joint Zoo Committee members to review. 


 


4. Animal Transactions.   ACTION: MSA 


 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS  


Ms. Russell discussed and recommended that the Recreation and Park Commission approve the following 


transactions: 
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SAN FRANCISCO ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS 


ANIMAL TRANSACTION RATIFICATION – October 2024 


 


 


DONATION TO:   ANIMAL SPECIES    PRICE     TOTAL DUE 


None 


 


 


DONATION FROM: 


Kimberly S. King, PhD   1.0 Red-fronted macaw    NIL  N/A 


5834 Upton Street   Ara rubrogenys 


McLean, VA 22101 


703/403-5395 


 


5. Animal Updates – September 2024.     (Discussion) 


 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS 


 Ms. Russell provided an update on the following animal transactions and dispositions: 


 
DATE SEX ANIMALS TRANSACTION COMMENTS MLE


ACQUISITIONS


8 3.0 Pink-backed pelican Donation from Fresno Zoo


23 1.0 Red-fronted macaw Donation from private party


DISPOSITIONS Age at Death


4 0.1 Common peafowl Death 4Y, 8M, 3D Predation N/A


6 0.1 Roseate spoonbill Donation to Fresno Zoo


6 0.3 Yellow-naped amazons Donation to Fresno Zoo


6 0.1 Yellow-headed amazon Donation to Fresno Zoo


21 1.0 Meerkat Death 10Y, 5M, 6D Dilated cardiomyopathy 10.1Y


24 0.1 Domestic polecat Death 9Y, 1M, 12D Insulinoma (pancreatic tumor) N/A


26 1.0 Queensland koala Death 10Y, 1M, 30D


Chronic weight loss without definitive cause 


diagnosed. Histopathology pending.  10.1Y  
 


6.  Rescuing Confiscated Animals at SF Zoo.    (Discussion) 


Dominick Dorsa, EVP of Animal Care & Wellness, SFZS  


SFZS Executive Vice President of Animal Care and Wellness Dominick Dorsa provided a report on 


confiscated animals received by San Francisco Zoo. He noted that SF Zoo is one of only 26 Association of 


Zoos & Aquariums (AZA) accredited facilities out of 200+, which have been approved to participate in the 


newly formed Wildlife Confiscation Network. This network helps find a suitable temporary or permanent 


home for illegally smuggled wildlife seized from airports or border crossings.  Mr. Dorsa reviewed 


confiscation numbers from 2024 and noted that it only represented animals who had survived their smuggling 


ordeal. He reported that frequently these animals were part of ongoing criminal investigations, and SF Zoo 


has to work with law enforcement to ensure all legal protocols are followed. 


 


 Public comment:  Member of the public Justin Barker voiced his opinion about the quality of the facilities 


for rescued wildlife. 


 


7.  Announcements.       (Information only) 


Member of the public Richard Rothman noted that the study on the Mother’s Building is almost complete and 


RPD will review and share with the Zoological Society.  He hopes it can be discussed at a future meeting. 


 


8.  Chair’s Announcements.  (Information only) 


 


9.          Old Business.        (Discussion) 


 


10. New Business/Future Agenda Items.  (Information only) 
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 Recreation & Park Commission President, Kat Anderson, noted that the report discussed at the Animal 


Welfare Commission meeting was not a report prepared by the full Joint Zoo Committee and, at best, 


should be labeled a “draft” report. 


 


11. Public Comment:   


- Member of the public and SF Zoo Docent Sandy Shure discussed the rigorous protocols followed by the 


Zoo’s accreditation body (AZA) and noted that SF Zoo’s AZA accreditation relied on extensive interviews 


and tours of the Zoo while the report from the Animal Welfare Commission (AWC) was not. 


 - Joint Zoo Committee Member EB Beatty read a letter on behalf of SF Zoo Docent Christine Fong who 


noted that the Animal Welfare Report was not created by zoo professionals. 


- SF Zoo Docent Maureen Rylance noted the AWC report neglected to note that similar incidents at Oakland 


and San Diego Zoos had taken place in recent years and omitted mention of the conservation work being done 


at SF Zoo. 


- SFZS CEO Tanya Peterson noted the AWC report had been given to the SF Chronicle before either the Joint 


Zoo Committee or SF Zoo had been given a chance to review or respond.  She also noted that there were 


factual inaccuracies in the report. 


 - Member of the public Justin Barker noted that he had spoken with former SF Zoo employees. 


 - Member of the AWC Michael Angelo Torres wanted greater access to animal information for advisors. 


 - Teamsters Local 856 Representative Corey Hallman expressed dissatisfaction that results of an internal 


investigation were not made available to Teamsters members. 


- Rec & Park Commission President Kat Anderson surmised that there may be personnel reasons for not 


making investigations public.  


 - SFZS Board Chair Melinda Dunn noted that she has met with Teamsters Local 856 Representative Corey 


Hallman regarding this topic.   


- Rec & Park Commission President Kat Anderson remarked that she had traveled extensively and has visited 


many zoos and trusts the AZA guidelines for accreditation. She noted that SF Zoo excelled in its standards for 


animal health, welfare and longevity.  


 


12. Adjournment at 9:50 a.m.      
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CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 


JOINT ZOO COMMITTEE 


November 21, 2024 9:00am. 


City Hall, Room 421 


San Francisco, CA  94102 


 


 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr., Kat Anderson, Breanna Zwart 


and SF Zoological Society Board Members EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn and Mary Sutton. Committee Advisors: Dr. 


Joseph Spinelli (DVM) and Ms. Jane Tobin. 


  


ORDER OF BUSINESS 


 


Public comment will be taken before the committee takes action on any item. 


 


1. Call to Order and Roll Call. 


Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr., Kat Anderson and Sonya Clark-Herrera.  SF 


Zoological Society (“SFZS”) Representatives: EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn, Mary Sutton and Tanya 


Peterson.  Joint Zoo Committee Advisors Dr. Joseph Spinelli (via phone) and Ms. Jane Tobin.  


 


2. Adoption of Minutes.                                                      ACTION: MSA 


  


3. San Francisco Zoological Society (“SFZS”), Administrative Report.  (Discussion) 


 Tanya Peterson, CEO, SFZS 


SFZS CEO Tanya Peterson provided an overview of the partnership between the San Francisco Zoological 


Society (SFZS), City of San Francisco, and SF Recreation & Parks Department.  She reviewed partnership 


projects such as the Roberts African Savanna as well as SFZS’ capital projects such as Hearst Grizzly 


Gulch, The Friend Family Playground, the newer Snow Leopard exhibit, and the reimagined South 


American Tropical Aviary. She discussed SFZS’ efforts to expand WPA-era animal exhibits, such as the 


Black Bear Grottos and Wolf Canyon, as well as the Day Room for Great Apes and the Overhead Passages 


for chimpanzees and orangutans. She also discussed SF Zoo’s relationship with international conservation 


partners, such as the partnership with the Australian government to exhibit koalas at SF Zoo.  Ms. Peterson 


then reviewed “off exhibit” areas of animal enclosures, which are used for enrichment and animal 


management. She noted the hardships encountered during the pandemic and discussed SF Zoo’s subsequent 


efforts to focus on 14 Critically Endangered species and on more local conservation breeding and release 


programs.  Peterson shared SFZS strategic planning and mapping, which included a continued investment 


in conservation “zones,” which had resulted in various awards for SF Zoo & Gardens.  


 


4. Animal Transactions.   ACTION: MSA 


 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS  


Ms. Russell discussed and recommended that the Recreation and Park Commission approve the following 


transactions: 


 
SAN FRANCISCO ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS 


ANIMAL TRANSACTION RATIFICATION – November 2024 


 


 


DONATION TO:   ANIMAL SPECIES    PRICE     TOTAL DUE 


None 
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DONATION FROM: 


Zoo Atlanta    0.0.1 Prehensile-tailed skink   NIL  N/A 


800 Cherokee Ave SE   Corucia zebrata 


Atlanta, GA  30315 


404/624-5600 


 


Zoo Atlanta    0.0.1 Pancake tortoise    NIL  N/A 


800 Cherokee Ave SE   Malacochersus tornieri 


Atlanta, GA  30315 


404/624-5600 


 


5. Animal Updates – October 2024.     (Discussion) 


 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS 


 Ms. Russell provided an update on the following animal transactions and dispositions: 


 
DATE SEX ANIMALS TRANSACTION COMMENTS MLE


ACQUISITIONS


17 0.1 Bali mynah Donation from San Diego Zoo


21 0.2 Eastern bongo Donation from Dallas Zoo


23 2.0 Radiated tortoises Donation from Cincinnati Zoo/Gladys Porter Zoo


28 0.0.10 Panamanian golden frog Loan transfer from Detroit Zoo


DISPOSITIONS Age at Death


6 1.0 Magellanic penguin Death 12Y, 4M, 10D


Cause of death not apparent, although this bird 


had chronic aspergillosis. Histopathology 


pending. 11Y


9 1.0 Wolverine Death 17Y, 6M, 17D


Peritonitis due to perforation of the small 


intestine. N/A


11 1.0 Red brown lemur Death 35Y, 5M, 23D


Geriatric lemur suddenly collapsed. Age related 


kidney changes and thoracic mass seen on 


necropsy. Histopathology pending. N/A


27 1.0 American white pelican Death ~33Y, 8M, 9D Suspected predation. N/A


27 0.1 Red panda Death 19Y, 4M, 15D


Geriatric animal with hindleg weakness and very 


reduced mobility.  10Y


27 1.0 Pygmy hippopotamus Donation to Houston Zoo


28 0.1 Laughing kookaburra Donation to Wildlife Safari


30 1.0 Laughing kookaburra Donation to Little Rock Zoo  
 


6.  Animal Enrichment and Training at SF Zoo.                                      (Discussion) 


Debbie Marrin, Director of Training & Behavioral Husbandry, SFZS  


SFZS Director of Training and Behavioral Husbandry Debbie Marrin provided a presentation on animal 


enrichment and training at SF Zoo. She reviewed what animal enrichment is and how SF Zoo follows USDA 


and AZA guidelines on enrichment. Inspections by USDA and AZA confirmed we are meeting the standards. 


Enrichment is provided, rated for effectiveness, and modifications are made to the enrichment provided based 


on the evaluations.  New enrichment items are continually being submitted for approval and evaluation. 


Enrichment should encompass all age ranges and abilities and provide meaningful choice for animals. She 


reviewed SF Zoo’s training program, which teaches animals life skills for a controlled environment by using 


positive reinforcement. Examples include training animals to voluntarily participate in their own health care, 


such as presenting for voluntary vaccination injections. Training helps to provide the best care for animals 


with the least amount of stress. She noted that each animal is an individual, and SFZS’ animal care, wellness 


and vet staff teams all work together to ensure the most appropriate training and enrichment for each 


individual. 


7.  Update from Committee Advisors     (Discussion) 


 Jane Tobin and Dr. Joseph Spinelli 
 Joint Zoo Committee Advisor Jane Tobin provided a presentation on a report made to the City’s Animal 


Welfare Commission, a commission appointed by the SF Board of Supervisors and of which she is a 


member.  She explained the report was created by her and fellow Joint Zoo Committee Advisor, Dr. Joseph 


Spinelli, in conjunction with animal activist Justin Barker.  She explained the role of Joint Zoo Advisors as 
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well as her and Dr. Spinelli’s decision to visit the Zoo, which was made in response to allegations made in 


the local media and by anti-zoo activists such as “In Defense of Animals”. She noted that she spoke to 


current and former employees.  While she admitted the scope of their report was extremely limited, she 


would like to rebuild trust between the animal activists and SF Zoo by making recommendations for 


further action, including getting more information about strategic planning and animal acquisition 


planning. Dr. Spinelli echoed that he would like more information about habitat improvements at SF Zoo 


and noted that the original operating fee to SFZS from the City of San Francisco had not been indexed to 


inflation or updated since 1993, the date of the MOU between SFZS and the City’s Recreation Parks 


Department. 


 


-Joint Zoo Committee Member Melinda Dunn noted the report was provided to media before it was provided 


to SF Zoo and the resulting negative headlines already had reduced attendance at SF Zoo. 


 


8.  Announcements.       (Information only) 


 


9.  Chair’s Announcements.  (Information only) 


 Given today’s time constraints, Chair Mazzola noted there would be limited public comment today but 


public comment would be continued to the next Joint Zoo committee meeting. 


 


10.        Old Business.        (Discussion) 


 


11. New Business/Future Agenda Items.  (Information only) 


 Because of time constraints, the Commissioners noted they needed to table SFZS’ response and other 


public comments about Ms. Tobin’s report to the December Joint Zoo Committee meeting.  


 


12. Public Comment:   


 - Member of the public Justin Barker noted that he had spoken with former staff and thought SF Zoo needed 


to “get real” regarding infrastructure and needed to collaborate with anti-zoo activists. 


- Former Joint Zoo Committee Advisor Sally Stephens noted that when she had joined the Joint Zoo 


Committee, it was to facilitate communications between animal activists and SF Zoo. 


 


13. Adjournment at 10:01 a.m.      
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scheduled for hearing to: 1) hear the merits of the complaint; 2) issue a determination; and/or 3) consider referrals from a
Task Force Committee,

or

You are receiving this notice because you are named as a Complainant or Respondent in one of the following complaints for
a hearing to: 1) determine if the Task Force has jurisdiction; 2) review the merits of the complaints; and/or 3) issue a report
and/or recommendation to the SOTF. 

 

Must I Attend?

Complainants: Your attendance is required for this meeting/hearing.  

 

Respondents/Departments: Pursuant to Section 67.21 (e) of the Ordinance the custodian of records, or a representative of
your department who can speak to the matter, is required at the meeting/hearing.

 

IMPORTANT - CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE

 

Petitioner’s Failure to Appear at the meeting without prior notice will result in the file being Closed.

 

Respondent’s Failure to Appear will result in additional violations of the Sunshine Ordinance.

 

 

Confirm your attendance and submit any additional supplemental/support documents for inclusion into the agenda packet by
5:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 29, 2025.

 

Which Matters Will be Heard?

 

File No. 24065: Complaint filed by Anonymous (tmr) against the San Francisco City Attorney’s Office for allegedly violating
Administrative Code (Sunshine Ordinance), Section(s) Section(s) 67.21 by failing to respond to a public records request in a
timely and/or complete manner.

 

File No. 25001: Complaint filed by Aaron Wilson against Department of Homelessness and Supportive Housing for allegedly
violating Administrative Code (Sunshine Ordinance), Section(s) 67.21, by failing to respond to a public records request in a
timely and/or complete manner.

 

File No. 24066: Complaint filed by Justin Barker against the San Francisco Joint Zoo Committee for allegedly violating
Administrative Code (Sunshine Ordinance), Section(s) 67.15 by failing to provide an opportunity for members of the public to
directly address a policy body, and 67.16 by failing to record the minutes for each regular meeting of the board or
commission.

 



File No. 25003: Complaint filed by Justin Barker against San Francisco Zoo for allegedly violating Administrative Code
(Sunshine Ordinance), Section(s) 67.21, by failing to respond to a public records request in a timely and/or complete manner

 

Click here for the Complaint Procedures.

 

Thank you.

 

Patricia Petersen   (she/her)

Assistant Clerk

Board of Supervisors

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244

Telephone 415-554-7719 | Fax 415-554-5163

sotf@sfgov.org | www.sfbos.org

  Click here to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form.

 

The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation, and archived matters
since August 1998.

 

Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to
disclosure under the California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information
provided will not be redacted.  Members of the public are not required to provide personal identifying information
when they communicate with the Board of Supervisors and its committees. All written or oral communications that
members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or hearings will be made available to
all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any information from these
submissions. This means that personal information—including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar
information that a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees—may appear on the Board
of Supervisors website or in other public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy.

 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https://sfgov.org/sunshine/sites/default/files/Complaint_Procedure.pdf___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzphYWU3ODc4MGViNjc4OTEzNDc3MWIzMDk4Y2JjZmU2ZTo3OmI1NDQ6NmEyNGYwZTMxMDRmMDRmODllNTE3MTUxOTUxYmFiM2RiOWUyOWMzZjQ4OWI0ZDVkN2IxYzQwMjQwNjY5OTJmMTpoOlQ6Tg
mailto:sotf@sfgov.org
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___http://www.sfbos.org/___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzphYWU3ODc4MGViNjc4OTEzNDc3MWIzMDk4Y2JjZmU2ZTo3OjFiZmU6ZDdkM2IwYzUxZjcyYmEyNzIzNDI2M2RiMzQwNzM3NDc1NDIxYTE0ZmFkNTAzOGNlZDRiZDNjZDhhMzRjYjg0YjpoOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___http://www.sfbos.org/index.aspx?page=104___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzphYWU3ODc4MGViNjc4OTEzNDc3MWIzMDk4Y2JjZmU2ZTo3OjIxY2M6NTRkNzU5MjM5MTYyZDM4ODhiODI2MDUxZjA1NzJhMThiY2FiOGJmNTZmNWE2YjIyYzE2Y2Q4YWI0MDk5NjIzZjpoOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___http://www.sfbos.org/index.aspx?page=104___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzphYWU3ODc4MGViNjc4OTEzNDc3MWIzMDk4Y2JjZmU2ZTo3OmQ5NGE6ZTdhNWY1YjJjOTY0NmU1OWMyZDQwMDVmZWMyNWJhYWY3ZGI0MjViYjJhMzA3ZTIwOTM2MWU1OGY1ZDA2ZmQxYTpoOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___http://www.sfbos.org/index.aspx?page=9681___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzphYWU3ODc4MGViNjc4OTEzNDc3MWIzMDk4Y2JjZmU2ZTo3OmY4Mjk6YzJhNmIwMWE2NTJhNzUyYzk4ZGQzNTFkZDVmOTNkYmRiNTBkNzc4N2Y3Mjk5ODViNTA2ZjBkMTkyNmU3YzFhMDpoOlQ6Tg


Joint Zoo Committee SOTF File No. 24066 
 
 
 
The Joint Zoo Committee consists of three members of the San Francisco Zoological Society's board of 
directors and three members of the city's Recreation and Park Commission who meet to discuss and hear 
public comment regarding major policies affecting the zoo. 
 
As of January 2025, the Committee members are Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr., Kat 
Anderson and Breanna Zwart (Alternate: Commissioner Joseph Hallisy); and San Francisco Zoological 
Society Board Members EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn and Mary Sutton (Alternates: Jeff Pace and Tanya 
Peterson).  
 
The Committee also has two animal welfare advisors: Dr. Joseph Spinelli (DVM) and Jane Tobin. The 
advisors are non-voting members of the Committee and aren’t generally allowed to participate in meeting 
discussions and are only allowed to speak during public comment periods. Dr. Spinelli has since left the 
Committee effective January 2025, so one of the advisor roles is currently vacant.  
 
Based on an understanding of the “San Francisco Office of the City Attorney Good Government Guide 
(November 2024)”, the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force should have jurisdiction to hear complaints about 
the Joint Zoo Committee for the following reasons: 

1) It is a recognized committee of the Commission of Recreation and Park. 
2) It serves as an advisory group for at least one City government department/office. 
3) The San Francisco Zoo is a non-profit entity that has at least one contract with the City and 

receives over $250K a year in funding from the City. 
 
Below are concerns concerning the way that the Joint Zoo Committee are conducting their public 
meetings. 
 
References: 
 
San Francisco Office of the City Attorney Good Government Guide (November 2024) 
https://www.sfcityattorney.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2024-Good-Government-Guide.pdf 
 
Joint Zoo Committee October 2024 Meeting Minutes 
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/24941/JtZooMin101724APPROVED 
 
Joint Zoo Committee November 2024 Meeting Minutes 
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/25115/JtZooMin112124APPROVED 
 
Joint Zoo Committee November 2024 Meeting Audio 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMrSEBpoaHipYP7xZH3BPnUpbYTWnacN/view?usp=drive_link 
 
Joint Zoo Committee December 2024 Meeting Minutes 
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/25061/JtZooAg121924 
 
Joint Zoo Committee December 2024 Meeting Audio 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LwWCoWfOIhL1dMLDZvsw2RpxhhoH40fL/view?usp=drive_link 
 

https://www.sfcityattorney.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2024-Good-Government-Guide.pdf
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/24941/JtZooMin101724APPROVED
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/25115/JtZooMin112124APPROVED
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMrSEBpoaHipYP7xZH3BPnUpbYTWnacN/view?usp=drive_link
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/25061/JtZooAg121924
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LwWCoWfOIhL1dMLDZvsw2RpxhhoH40fL/view?usp=drive_link


Public comment at meetings 
 

 
Concern: One of the main objectives of the Joint Zoo Committee is to provide a forum for the public to 
comment on Zoo matters - but because Committee members allow meetings to run for only an hour - a 
number of in-person commenters are not able to comment and are instead told that public comment will 
be carried over until the next meeting. Public bodies generally do not end public comment periods until 
everyone has had a chance to make their comment, but the Joint Zoo Committee regularly limits public 
comment periods and ends meetings based on “timing.” This is done any time a meeting looks like it will 
go on past the hour.  
 
An example of this can be found in the November 2024 Meeting Minutes under the “Chair’s 
Announcements” agenda item: 
 
“Given today’s time constraints, Chair Mazzola noted there would be limited public comment today but 
public comment would be continued to the next Joint Zoo committee meeting.” 
 
The November 2024 Meeting Minutes can be found here: 
 
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/25115/JtZooMin112124APPROVED 
 
Another example of this can be found on a recording of the December 2024 meeting. This happens 
towards the end of the meeting when a member of the public asks to comment during a public comment 
period and is told by Committee Member Larry Mazzola Jr. that there wasn’t enough time. The member of 
the public is allowed to make the comment only after she offers to make a short comment. 
Here is a link to the audio file of the December 2024 meeting: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LwWCoWfOIhL1dMLDZvsw2RpxhhoH40fL/view?usp=drive_link 
 
This exchange happens at about the 55:27 mark (it’s just before the audio recording ends) 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
Concern: Joint Zoo Committee members will interrupt members of the public who are making public 
comments when they do not agree with what the commenter is saying.  
 
An example of this happened at the November 2024 meeting during the Update from Committee Advisors 
agenda item’s public comment period. A member of the public was making a comment, when Committee 
Member Melinda Dunn interrupted the commenter twice. 
 
Here is a link to the audio file of the November 2024 meeting: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMrSEBpoaHipYP7xZH3BPnUpbYTWnacN/view?usp=drive_link 
 
This exchange happens starting at about the 59:30 mark. The member of the public begins making public 
comment at about the 59:30 mark and is interrupted by Committee Member Melinda Dunn at about the 
1:0015 mark and is interrupted again by Committee Member Melinda Dunn at about the 1:00:46 mark. 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/25115/JtZooMin112124APPROVED
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LwWCoWfOIhL1dMLDZvsw2RpxhhoH40fL/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMrSEBpoaHipYP7xZH3BPnUpbYTWnacN/view?usp=drive_link


 
From San Francisco Office of the City Attorney Good Government Guide (November 2024) regarding 
public comment at meetings: 
 
“The right of public comment at meetings: Members of the public have an important but limited right to 
participate in meetings of policy bodies. They have the right to speak (“comment”) at meetings.” (page 
171) 
 
“Policy bodies must apply time limits uniformly to members of the public. Admin. Code § 67.15(c). For 
example, individual speakers favoring one side of an issue may not be given more time than individual 
speakers on the opposite side. Similarly, individual speakers who comment first on an agenda item may 
not be given more time than those who comment later. For this reason, it is important for the presiding 
officer to determine at the outset of public comment on an agenda item the amount of time each speaker 
will have, for it must be uniform for all speakers on the agenda item.” (page 172) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Video recording not allowed at meetings 
 
Concern: Although members of the public are allowed to make sound recordings of meetings, the Joint 
Zoo Committee does not allow them to make video (film) recordings. In the majority of (if not all) open 
public meetings I've looked at, the public is allowed to video record. At two different Joint Zoo Committee 
meetings, I have seen where Committee members have said that video filming was not allowed. At the 
November 2024 meeting, a Committee member said this to an ABC 7 reporter. At the December 2024 
meeting, this was said twice to a member of the public. At the December 2024 meeting, the person 
recording was told by Committee members that they would "need to leave" if they continued to “film” or 
video record. Also at the December 2024 meeting, the person recording was told the only way they would 
be allowed to video record was if they asked all the meeting attendees and received their approval. 
 
In all of these cases, the recording was not interfering in any way with the meeting proceedings.  
 
An example of this happened during the November 2024 meeting at the beginning of the meeting. 
Committee Member Larry Mazzola Jr. noticed there was an ABC News reporter in the room with a camera.   
 
Here is a link to the audio file of the November 2024 meeting: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMrSEBpoaHipYP7xZH3BPnUpbYTWnacN/view?usp=drive_link 
 
This exchange happens starting at about the 2:09 mark. Committee Member Larry Mazzola Jr. tells the 
ABC News reporter that she is not allowed to film as it is only allowed with prior notice. 
 
Another example of this happened during the December 2024 meeting. This happened during the earlier 
part of the meeting, and then again just before the SF Zoo’s Response to Update from AWC agenda item.  
 
Here is a link to the audio file of the December 2024 meeting: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LwWCoWfOIhL1dMLDZvsw2RpxhhoH40fL/view?usp=drive_link 
 
The first exchange happens starting at about the 11:16 mark. Committee Member Kat Anderson tells a 
member of the public that she can not film or video record because she didn’t receive permission.  
 
The second exchange happens starting at about the 17:24 mark. Committee Member Kat Anderson tells 
the member of the public that there “has to be” notice if there is filming and she tells the member of the 
public that she “is going to ask” them to leave if they continue to film. Committee Member Kat Anderson 
then says that she will seek “advice on this” and that to be “fair” that the member of the public would 
need to ask everyone in the room if they are OK with being filmed. The member of the public asks and a 
discussion among the Committee follows, with Committee Member Kat Anderson also telling the room 
that the member of the public that the Committees need to know ahead of time before anyone can film. 
The member of the public is not allowed to film based on the decision of Committee Member Kat 
Anderson. 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
 
From San Francisco Office of the City Attorney Good Government Guide (November 2024) regarding 
recording at meetings: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMrSEBpoaHipYP7xZH3BPnUpbYTWnacN/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LwWCoWfOIhL1dMLDZvsw2RpxhhoH40fL/view?usp=drive_link


 
“Members of the public (including news media) have a right, using their own resources, to tape record, 
film, photograph, or broadcast meetings of policy bodies. This right is critical to open government, 
because it makes it possible to expand the audience (in real time or otherwise) of a meeting from those 
physically in attendance to others watching the meeting by virtue of these recording mechanisms. A 
policy body may not curtail this right in order to avoid publicizing a meeting or to discourage public 
participation. It may curtail this right only to the extent the policy body reasonably finds that because of 
noise, illumination, or obstruction of view, the activity would persistently disrupt the meeting. Cal. Govt. 
Code §§ 54953.5(a), 54953.6; Admin. Code § 67.14(a). This “persistent disruption” standard is a high bar 
that likely could be met, if at all, only rarely and in unusual circumstances.” (pages 170-171) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussing or acting on items not on the agenda 
 
Concern:  Joint Zoo Committee members use the general public comment to discuss items that are not 
on the agenda (there are actually back and forth discussions between Committee members in the form of 
"comments"). 
 
An example of this happened at the October 2024 meeting after member of the public (Corey Hallman) 
provided a comment voicing that he had hoped that the results of an internal investigation would be made 
public. This brought a "comment" from Joint Zoo Committee member Kat Anderson regarding the 
investigation, and then a "comment" from Joint Zoo Committee member Melinda Dunn regarding the 
same topic. It ends with Joint Zoo Committee member Kat Anderson making another "comment" in 
reference to the original comment that Corey Hallman made (this was in reference to Corey's mentioning 
the accreditation of the Zoo during his comment).  
 
Main concerns are (a) committee members are using a public comment period to talk (which doesn't 
sound appropriate and also takes away from the time that the public is allowed to comment); and (b) the 
committee members are having a discussion about items/topics that aren't on the agenda. 
 
This can be found in the October 2024 Meeting Minutes under the Public Comment agenda item: 
 
“- Teamsters Local 856 Representative Corey Hallman expressed dissatisfaction that results of an internal 
investigation were not made available to Teamsters members.  
- Rec & Park Commission President Kat Anderson surmised that there may be personnel reasons for not 
making investigations public.  
- SFZS Board Chair Melinda Dunn noted that she has met with Teamsters Local 856 Representative Corey 
Hallman regarding this topic. 
 - Rec & Park Commission President Kat Anderson remarked that she had traveled extensively and has 
visited many zoos and trusts the AZA guidelines for accreditation. She noted that SF Zoo excelled in its 
standards for animal health, welfare and longevity.” 
 
The October 2024 Meeting Minutes can be found here: 
 
https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/24941/JtZooMin101724APPROVED 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
From San Francisco Office of the City Attorney Good Government Guide (November 2024) regarding the 
discussion of items not on the agenda: 
 
“During general public comment, discussed at subsection (G)(3) below, members of the public may raise 
topics not on the agenda. Members of the policy body may not engage in a discussion of such matters 
because the topics have not been agendized. But they may ask questions or make simple 
announcements for clarification, ask staff for information or to report back to the body on the matter at a 
subsequent meeting, or ask that the matter be calendared for a subsequent meeting. Cal. Govt. Code § 
54954.2(a)(2); Admin. Code § 67.7(d). These limited steps do not constitute “discussion” or “action” 
under the open meeting laws and thus may take place during a meeting even though not on the agenda.” 
(page 157) 

https://sfrecpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/24941/JtZooMin101724APPROVED




  Joint Zoo Committee Agenda  

  December 19, 2024 

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

JOINT ZOO COMMITTEE 

AMENDED NOTICE OF MEETING AND AGENDA 

December 19, 2024 9:00am. 

City Hall, Room 421 

San Francisco, CA  94102 

 

And for members of the public: 

 

Via Teleconference 

Dial-in: 1.877.873.8018 

Passcode (Access code):  4465688 

*** 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr., Kat Anderson and 

Breanna Zwart (Alternate: Commissioner Joseph Hallisy). San Francisco Zoological Society Board Members 

EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn and Mary Sutton (Alternates: Jeff Pace and Tanya Peterson). Committee Advisors Dr. 

Joseph Spinelli (DVM) and Ms. Jane Tobin. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Public comment will be taken before the committee takes action on any item. 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call. 

 

2. Adoption of Minutes of November 21, 2024 Committee Meeting. (Action Item) 

   

3. San Francisco Zoological Society (“SFZS”) Administrative Report. (Discussion) 

 Jeff Pace, CFO, SFZS 

 Update on SFZS’ administrative matters. 

 

4. Animal Transactions.    (Action to Recommend) 

 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS  

Discussion and possible action to recommend that the Recreation and Park Commission approve the 

following transactions: 
 

 
SAN FRANCISCO ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS 

ANIMAL TRANSACTION RATIFICATION – December 2024 

 

 

DONATION TO:   ANIMAL SPECIES    PRICE     TOTAL DUE 

None 

 

 

 

DONATION FROM: 

Dallas Zoo    2.0 Red-fronted macaws    NIL  N/A 

650 South R.L. Thornton Fwy  Ara rubrogenys 

Dallas, TX  75203 

469/554-7556 
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5. Animal Updates – November 2024.     (Discussion) 

 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS 

 Update on animal transactions and dispositions: 

 
DATE SEX ANIMALS TRANSACTION COMMENTS MLE

ACQUISITIONS

4 4.0 Babydoll Southdown sheep Donation from private party

6 0.0.1 Galapagos tortoises Donation from Riverbanks Zoo

12 0.1 Southern pudu Loan transfer from Woodland Park Zoo

20 0.1 Toco toucan Donation from Fort Worth Zoo

DISPOSITIONS Age at Death

7 1.0 African open-billed stork Death 23Y, 1M, 12D

Suspected testis tumor and bleeding of 

unknown origin in proventriculus / ventriculus. N/A

9 0.1 Fulvous whistling duck Death 13Y, 1M, 12D Old duck with severe arthritis in multpile joints. N/A

13 1.0 Red-rumped agouti Donation to the Orlando Science Center

18 1.0 Southern pacific pond turtle Death 10Y, 9M, 28D

Cause of death not apparent on gross necropsy. 

Histopathology pending. N/A

27 1.0 Gray fox Death 12Y, 6M, 23D Splenic mass, no other gross lesions found. N/A  
 

6. SF Zoo’s Response to Update from AWC.      (Discussion) 

Debbie Marrin, Director of Training & Behavioral Husbandry, SFZS   

SFZS Director of Training and Behavioral Husbandry Debbie Marrin will provide a response to the 

presentation provided by Joint Zoo Committee Advisors Jane Tobin and Dr. Joseph Spinelli at the 

November 21, 2024 meeting. 

 
7. Announcements.         (Information only) 

 

8. Chair’s Announcements.   (Information only) 

 

9.          Old Business.   (Discussion) 

 

10. New Business/Future Agenda Items.    (Information only) 

 

11. Public Comments:  Members of the public may address the committee on matters that are within the 

committee’s jurisdiction and are not on today’s agenda. 

 

12. Adjournment. 

 

###   
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CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

JOINT ZOO COMMITTEE 

October 17, 2024 9:00am. 

City Hall, Room 421 

San Francisco, CA  94102 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr., Kat Anderson, Breanna Zwart 

and SF Zoological Society Board Members EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn and Mary Sutton. Committee Advisors: Dr. 

Joseph Spinelli (DVM) and Ms. Jane Tobin. 

  

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Public comment will be taken before the committee takes action on any item. 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call. 

Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr. and Kat Anderson.  SF Zoological Society (“SFZS”) 

Representatives: EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn, Mary Sutton and Jeff Pace.  

Joint Zoo Committee Advisors Dr. Joseph Spinelli and Michael Angelo Torres on behalf of Ms. Jane 

Tobin.  

 

2. Adoption of Minutes.                                                      ACTION: MSA 

  

3. San Francisco Zoological Society (“SFZS”), Administrative Report.  (Discussion) 

 Jeff Pace, CFO, SFZS 

SFZS CFO Jeff Pace reported on “Save a Koala Day”, which coincided with SF Free Residents’ Day for 

September and was celebrated with a ceremony at Koala Crossing that included the Consul General of 

Australia, who accepted a donation from SF Zoo on behalf of the “Port Macquarie Koala Hospital”, which 

is the largest facility in Australia for sick and injured koalas.  He discussed SF Zoo’s male gorilla’s 

participation in voluntary chest X-rays, which is important for monitoring heart health in great apes. He 

noted that SF Zoo had celebrated International Red Panda Day with a number of special events in the Youth 

Exploration Zone. Mr. Pace reported on the recent conservation lectures that took place at the Zoo: Dr. 

Dominic Maringa of the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy and Dr. Markus Hofmeyr of the Rhino Recovery 

Fund. He announced that Fall Bilingual Camp had started, and, in addition to Spanish camp, SFZS would 

be offering a Cantonese camp. He remarked that SF Zoo had once again attended the SFSU Career Day and 

had received a number of applications from prospective interns and employees. Lastly, he reported on two 

recent events: the Annual Veterans’ Event, during which a number of veterans groups come for a day at SF 

Zoo, and the St. Jude’s Walk, with over 850 participants and volunteers. 

 

Public Comment:   

Member of the public Justin Barker noted the recent death of a koala at the Zoo and then referenced a report 

made at the Animal Welfare Commission (AWC) meeting about the Zoo on October 10, 2024.  Barker 

stated he had spoken to news agencies about the report, which made international and national news.  

Member of the AWC Michael Angelo Torres stated he had brought copies of the report made at the October 

10, 2024 AWC meeting for the Joint Zoo Committee members to review. 

 

4. Animal Transactions.   ACTION: MSA 

 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS  

Ms. Russell discussed and recommended that the Recreation and Park Commission approve the following 

transactions: 
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SAN FRANCISCO ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS 

ANIMAL TRANSACTION RATIFICATION – October 2024 

 

 

DONATION TO:   ANIMAL SPECIES    PRICE     TOTAL DUE 

None 

 

 

DONATION FROM: 

Kimberly S. King, PhD   1.0 Red-fronted macaw    NIL  N/A 

5834 Upton Street   Ara rubrogenys 

McLean, VA 22101 

703/403-5395 

 

5. Animal Updates – September 2024.     (Discussion) 

 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS 

 Ms. Russell provided an update on the following animal transactions and dispositions: 

 
DATE SEX ANIMALS TRANSACTION COMMENTS MLE

ACQUISITIONS

8 3.0 Pink-backed pelican Donation from Fresno Zoo

23 1.0 Red-fronted macaw Donation from private party

DISPOSITIONS Age at Death

4 0.1 Common peafowl Death 4Y, 8M, 3D Predation N/A

6 0.1 Roseate spoonbill Donation to Fresno Zoo

6 0.3 Yellow-naped amazons Donation to Fresno Zoo

6 0.1 Yellow-headed amazon Donation to Fresno Zoo

21 1.0 Meerkat Death 10Y, 5M, 6D Dilated cardiomyopathy 10.1Y

24 0.1 Domestic polecat Death 9Y, 1M, 12D Insulinoma (pancreatic tumor) N/A

26 1.0 Queensland koala Death 10Y, 1M, 30D

Chronic weight loss without definitive cause 

diagnosed. Histopathology pending.  10.1Y  
 

6.  Rescuing Confiscated Animals at SF Zoo.    (Discussion) 

Dominick Dorsa, EVP of Animal Care & Wellness, SFZS  

SFZS Executive Vice President of Animal Care and Wellness Dominick Dorsa provided a report on 

confiscated animals received by San Francisco Zoo. He noted that SF Zoo is one of only 26 Association of 

Zoos & Aquariums (AZA) accredited facilities out of 200+, which have been approved to participate in the 

newly formed Wildlife Confiscation Network. This network helps find a suitable temporary or permanent 

home for illegally smuggled wildlife seized from airports or border crossings.  Mr. Dorsa reviewed 

confiscation numbers from 2024 and noted that it only represented animals who had survived their smuggling 

ordeal. He reported that frequently these animals were part of ongoing criminal investigations, and SF Zoo 

has to work with law enforcement to ensure all legal protocols are followed. 

 

 Public comment:  Member of the public Justin Barker voiced his opinion about the quality of the facilities 

for rescued wildlife. 

 

7.  Announcements.       (Information only) 

Member of the public Richard Rothman noted that the study on the Mother’s Building is almost complete and 

RPD will review and share with the Zoological Society.  He hopes it can be discussed at a future meeting. 

 

8.  Chair’s Announcements.  (Information only) 

 

9.          Old Business.        (Discussion) 

 

10. New Business/Future Agenda Items.  (Information only) 
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 Recreation & Park Commission President, Kat Anderson, noted that the report discussed at the Animal 

Welfare Commission meeting was not a report prepared by the full Joint Zoo Committee and, at best, 

should be labeled a “draft” report. 

 

11. Public Comment:   

- Member of the public and SF Zoo Docent Sandy Shure discussed the rigorous protocols followed by the 

Zoo’s accreditation body (AZA) and noted that SF Zoo’s AZA accreditation relied on extensive interviews 

and tours of the Zoo while the report from the Animal Welfare Commission (AWC) was not. 

 - Joint Zoo Committee Member EB Beatty read a letter on behalf of SF Zoo Docent Christine Fong who 

noted that the Animal Welfare Report was not created by zoo professionals. 

- SF Zoo Docent Maureen Rylance noted the AWC report neglected to note that similar incidents at Oakland 

and San Diego Zoos had taken place in recent years and omitted mention of the conservation work being done 

at SF Zoo. 

- SFZS CEO Tanya Peterson noted the AWC report had been given to the SF Chronicle before either the Joint 

Zoo Committee or SF Zoo had been given a chance to review or respond.  She also noted that there were 

factual inaccuracies in the report. 

 - Member of the public Justin Barker noted that he had spoken with former SF Zoo employees. 

 - Member of the AWC Michael Angelo Torres wanted greater access to animal information for advisors. 

 - Teamsters Local 856 Representative Corey Hallman expressed dissatisfaction that results of an internal 

investigation were not made available to Teamsters members. 

- Rec & Park Commission President Kat Anderson surmised that there may be personnel reasons for not 

making investigations public.  

 - SFZS Board Chair Melinda Dunn noted that she has met with Teamsters Local 856 Representative Corey 

Hallman regarding this topic.   

- Rec & Park Commission President Kat Anderson remarked that she had traveled extensively and has visited 

many zoos and trusts the AZA guidelines for accreditation. She noted that SF Zoo excelled in its standards for 

animal health, welfare and longevity.  

 

12. Adjournment at 9:50 a.m.      
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CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

JOINT ZOO COMMITTEE 

November 21, 2024 9:00am. 

City Hall, Room 421 

San Francisco, CA  94102 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr., Kat Anderson, Breanna Zwart 

and SF Zoological Society Board Members EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn and Mary Sutton. Committee Advisors: Dr. 

Joseph Spinelli (DVM) and Ms. Jane Tobin. 

  

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Public comment will be taken before the committee takes action on any item. 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call. 

Recreation & Park Commissioners Larry Mazzola, Jr., Kat Anderson and Sonya Clark-Herrera.  SF 

Zoological Society (“SFZS”) Representatives: EB Beatty, Melinda Dunn, Mary Sutton and Tanya 

Peterson.  Joint Zoo Committee Advisors Dr. Joseph Spinelli (via phone) and Ms. Jane Tobin.  

 

2. Adoption of Minutes.                                                      ACTION: MSA 

  

3. San Francisco Zoological Society (“SFZS”), Administrative Report.  (Discussion) 

 Tanya Peterson, CEO, SFZS 

SFZS CEO Tanya Peterson provided an overview of the partnership between the San Francisco Zoological 

Society (SFZS), City of San Francisco, and SF Recreation & Parks Department.  She reviewed partnership 

projects such as the Roberts African Savanna as well as SFZS’ capital projects such as Hearst Grizzly 

Gulch, The Friend Family Playground, the newer Snow Leopard exhibit, and the reimagined South 

American Tropical Aviary. She discussed SFZS’ efforts to expand WPA-era animal exhibits, such as the 

Black Bear Grottos and Wolf Canyon, as well as the Day Room for Great Apes and the Overhead Passages 

for chimpanzees and orangutans. She also discussed SF Zoo’s relationship with international conservation 

partners, such as the partnership with the Australian government to exhibit koalas at SF Zoo.  Ms. Peterson 

then reviewed “off exhibit” areas of animal enclosures, which are used for enrichment and animal 

management. She noted the hardships encountered during the pandemic and discussed SF Zoo’s subsequent 

efforts to focus on 14 Critically Endangered species and on more local conservation breeding and release 

programs.  Peterson shared SFZS strategic planning and mapping, which included a continued investment 

in conservation “zones,” which had resulted in various awards for SF Zoo & Gardens.  

 

4. Animal Transactions.   ACTION: MSA 

 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS  

Ms. Russell discussed and recommended that the Recreation and Park Commission approve the following 

transactions: 

 
SAN FRANCISCO ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS 

ANIMAL TRANSACTION RATIFICATION – November 2024 

 

 

DONATION TO:   ANIMAL SPECIES    PRICE     TOTAL DUE 

None 
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DONATION FROM: 

Zoo Atlanta    0.0.1 Prehensile-tailed skink   NIL  N/A 

800 Cherokee Ave SE   Corucia zebrata 

Atlanta, GA  30315 

404/624-5600 

 

Zoo Atlanta    0.0.1 Pancake tortoise    NIL  N/A 

800 Cherokee Ave SE   Malacochersus tornieri 

Atlanta, GA  30315 

404/624-5600 

 

5. Animal Updates – October 2024.     (Discussion) 

 Ingrid Russell, Director of Collections, SFZS 

 Ms. Russell provided an update on the following animal transactions and dispositions: 

 
DATE SEX ANIMALS TRANSACTION COMMENTS MLE

ACQUISITIONS

17 0.1 Bali mynah Donation from San Diego Zoo

21 0.2 Eastern bongo Donation from Dallas Zoo

23 2.0 Radiated tortoises Donation from Cincinnati Zoo/Gladys Porter Zoo

28 0.0.10 Panamanian golden frog Loan transfer from Detroit Zoo

DISPOSITIONS Age at Death

6 1.0 Magellanic penguin Death 12Y, 4M, 10D

Cause of death not apparent, although this bird 

had chronic aspergillosis. Histopathology 

pending. 11Y

9 1.0 Wolverine Death 17Y, 6M, 17D

Peritonitis due to perforation of the small 

intestine. N/A

11 1.0 Red brown lemur Death 35Y, 5M, 23D

Geriatric lemur suddenly collapsed. Age related 

kidney changes and thoracic mass seen on 

necropsy. Histopathology pending. N/A

27 1.0 American white pelican Death ~33Y, 8M, 9D Suspected predation. N/A

27 0.1 Red panda Death 19Y, 4M, 15D

Geriatric animal with hindleg weakness and very 

reduced mobility.  10Y

27 1.0 Pygmy hippopotamus Donation to Houston Zoo

28 0.1 Laughing kookaburra Donation to Wildlife Safari

30 1.0 Laughing kookaburra Donation to Little Rock Zoo  
 

6.  Animal Enrichment and Training at SF Zoo.                                      (Discussion) 

Debbie Marrin, Director of Training & Behavioral Husbandry, SFZS  

SFZS Director of Training and Behavioral Husbandry Debbie Marrin provided a presentation on animal 

enrichment and training at SF Zoo. She reviewed what animal enrichment is and how SF Zoo follows USDA 

and AZA guidelines on enrichment. Inspections by USDA and AZA confirmed we are meeting the standards. 

Enrichment is provided, rated for effectiveness, and modifications are made to the enrichment provided based 

on the evaluations.  New enrichment items are continually being submitted for approval and evaluation. 

Enrichment should encompass all age ranges and abilities and provide meaningful choice for animals. She 

reviewed SF Zoo’s training program, which teaches animals life skills for a controlled environment by using 

positive reinforcement. Examples include training animals to voluntarily participate in their own health care, 

such as presenting for voluntary vaccination injections. Training helps to provide the best care for animals 

with the least amount of stress. She noted that each animal is an individual, and SFZS’ animal care, wellness 

and vet staff teams all work together to ensure the most appropriate training and enrichment for each 

individual. 

7.  Update from Committee Advisors     (Discussion) 

 Jane Tobin and Dr. Joseph Spinelli 
 Joint Zoo Committee Advisor Jane Tobin provided a presentation on a report made to the City’s Animal 

Welfare Commission, a commission appointed by the SF Board of Supervisors and of which she is a 

member.  She explained the report was created by her and fellow Joint Zoo Committee Advisor, Dr. Joseph 

Spinelli, in conjunction with animal activist Justin Barker.  She explained the role of Joint Zoo Advisors as 
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well as her and Dr. Spinelli’s decision to visit the Zoo, which was made in response to allegations made in 

the local media and by anti-zoo activists such as “In Defense of Animals”. She noted that she spoke to 

current and former employees.  While she admitted the scope of their report was extremely limited, she 

would like to rebuild trust between the animal activists and SF Zoo by making recommendations for 

further action, including getting more information about strategic planning and animal acquisition 

planning. Dr. Spinelli echoed that he would like more information about habitat improvements at SF Zoo 

and noted that the original operating fee to SFZS from the City of San Francisco had not been indexed to 

inflation or updated since 1993, the date of the MOU between SFZS and the City’s Recreation Parks 

Department. 

 

-Joint Zoo Committee Member Melinda Dunn noted the report was provided to media before it was provided 

to SF Zoo and the resulting negative headlines already had reduced attendance at SF Zoo. 

 

8.  Announcements.       (Information only) 

 

9.  Chair’s Announcements.  (Information only) 

 Given today’s time constraints, Chair Mazzola noted there would be limited public comment today but 

public comment would be continued to the next Joint Zoo committee meeting. 

 

10.        Old Business.        (Discussion) 

 

11. New Business/Future Agenda Items.  (Information only) 

 Because of time constraints, the Commissioners noted they needed to table SFZS’ response and other 

public comments about Ms. Tobin’s report to the December Joint Zoo Committee meeting.  

 

12. Public Comment:   

 - Member of the public Justin Barker noted that he had spoken with former staff and thought SF Zoo needed 

to “get real” regarding infrastructure and needed to collaborate with anti-zoo activists. 

- Former Joint Zoo Committee Advisor Sally Stephens noted that when she had joined the Joint Zoo 

Committee, it was to facilitate communications between animal activists and SF Zoo. 

 

13. Adjournment at 10:01 a.m.      














































































































































































