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. Mad ison Freedom Uf !nformation Awar;
V would promote compl|aneé’%ﬁcf}’éa{lge‘i?h‘é‘;ﬁ'e‘eﬁ‘%rfg ' |

o ‘ cement measures.
f"‘Stafﬁng
' & has never been fully staffed " Since 2016, it has
ggled wuth a hlgh vacancy rate 19% or about 4.5

ldns of e’tni“es'ViOIa*tions take “more than two years on average” - aetually 29 montﬁ
ts takes 6 months Then Just 1/3 of complalnts receive formal mves‘ugatlons Beca
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~ James Mad ison Freecﬁom of Information Awart
Sentember and October of 2013, SEGFy' Ehik Pe’ﬁ?r’gm%”é‘*’a gci“@n%ﬁn%t%t%ﬁfé@“ SHEBIRN
- Ethics Commlssroner Joe Lvnns 5/7/09 Fog City Journal revelation that Ethics investigations
’ 'kcomplalnts ‘uncover WIIIfuI violations only if the respondent decides to confess.” That also ex|
v \DOA This failure to enforce the City's Whistleblower Protection Ordinance renders it meanin;
a trap for nalve complaman’ts Non-enforcement gives retaliators a green light to pursue whis
' consequences. Ultimately, taxpayers foot the bill when ineffective Ethics investigations force

aeaaeeoaaaoseeaasaeaae%@e@@ee@eeaeesgwoa@@@ee@a@e&@@o%eeae@&e@&eomerea4

Thatalso explains why retaliation claims are DOA. This failure to enforc
~ Protection Ordmance renders it meaningless. It also makes it deceptive
. -complamants. Non enforcement gives retaliators a green light to pursu
~,C0n5equencesf‘

. “'After the BLAS call for reporting whistleblower retaliation case outcomes, LeeAnn Pelham p!
- dr ft Annual Report. It lists some outcomes — but not how many cases were substantiated.
. a zero substantlatlon rate. Ethics hasn't explained this shady track record, apart from implyin
] More likely, Ethics investigations are superficial and deficient. Too, investigations
' over worked Ethlcs staff seek counsel or coaching from City Attorneys who are sent cop

] stleblower clalms are ‘often denied after consulting with City Attorneys. This practice aro
ys strive to ‘minimize the City's exposure to civil liability = no matter how damning the
e ;and employees accused of retaliation. They justify their work as protecting taxpayer

Invanably, protectmg Clty officials and the public purse takes priority over protecting whls’tlet
’ relymg‘on adwce from Clty Attorneys favors respondents over complainants - and abets repr

nt. rom the audlt is how Ethics must annually bow and scrape before the Mayor’s C
,‘ budget Ethles is thus beholden to, if not controlled by, the very folks it supposedly
: 'ng mdependen’t Ethics is captured. One solution is to fund Ethics the same wa!
nced - - by a set portion of the City budget. For example, Ethics’ operating budg
: a’tlc O 04% cut of the City's $13.7 billion budget, thereby reducing its fiscal deper

September 2020
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. ‘.A Subpoena for SFPUC 5kulldu
sby Dr Derek err : :

nJune 15th 20205 us Attorney Dawd Anderson delivered a Grand Jury subpoena to the Cr

(8 PUC) A copy wa‘ examined by the Westside Observer. The SFPUC'’s 2,500 employees 1

_and power systems ‘with aslA4 billion budget. The federal subpoena demanded the resum

| j‘{performlance evaluations for “any PUC employee who earned at least $100,000” since 207!
" 'Statements of Economlc Interests, proof of completing Ethics and Sunshine Ordinance tra

ort and requests for relmbursement Evidently, the feds are probing cronyism as well ¢

Specifically named were Ge
Assistant General Managerg
They had to provide all reco
including expense reports g
Their personnel files were s
documents showing they re
approved certain contractsf
Some of these contractors
corruption, alongside forme
A notable in the “City Family

. ©2020 Westside San Frénoisco'Media. No porti ticles ) ay | thout expressed consent.
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James Madison Freedom of nfarma‘ﬁon Awam
ociely of Dis i dloshekishartos

Acting Executive Dire
State and City conflic
Kelly stood by her. Sh
plus $5,000 by Ethics
earned at Green for A
SFPUC was canceled
the City’s ethics traini
her violation was “no
“oblivious” to her con
25% of the maximum

‘Neighborhoo

Neighborhood watch
Since July 2015, the |
Lawrence has warne
contracting practices
- — = purely on price but 3‘
. Us{Attomey, David Ahderso'n‘ ~ promisesto help "un

. L ‘ ' ‘ o ~ social programs.” Sin
; [gurdance from the SFPUC Lawrence seesa form of;‘ ,rrbute that rnvrtes favoritism and co
f pay fo these extracted social benefits as well as fat salanes, perks and unchecked bond d
-charges have soared beyond the rate of rnﬂatron

n Jkulv 2020 Marlna Tlmes arncle Susan Dyer Reynolds crr qued Juliet Ellis and the Corr
ic n“ere atSFPUC Desrgned 1o help underserved f ommun fres the Communrtv Beneﬂts
. ontraCtors to dlsburse a percentage of therr i come to no proﬂts servrng local communr

el ‘]ClZed the opacrty of SFPUC sra
ors to pref'r red non proft agenctes and

FPUQ Wh!stleblowers
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"f;fand outS|ders Ieadlng to m|strust in
g 'management Worse, cronyism begets
_more cronies who protect each other by
i “excusmg poor performance and ethical
" lapses ... Workers who strive to obtain the
éqmred quallﬂcatlons get demoralized.
: ,Those who are arbltrarlly granted plum
ong W|th substantial salary and
} on boosts are beholden to their
. benefactors and unhkely to challenge
- jfmanagerlal mlsconduct

W|thm ’the SFPUC (not named to avoid reprisals)
at cron |sm and favorltlsm have pushed hiring and
dems'fns mto prede’cermmed outcomes Theres

SFPUC General I\




Dr. EreK Kerr LLLUPIO 1YY WU b4 DAV ¥ Md R A TT A TT e A [ eaava A | o =

LLzd

Assistant General Manager for External Affairs, Juliet Ellis -

benefactors and unlikely to challenge managerral mrsoonduct

As the Westside Observer previously reported employee outrage over favorrt

to materialize now that federal prosecutors are targetrng SFPUC s management

Acknowledgment: Thanks to the former and current SFPUC employees who provr ed t

11 0f 236 10/14/2020, 11:09 AM
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~James Madison Freedom of Information Awar
badgered thefPio 2igrdI BirREe MR elal v werdssiddd By B Grhsinre
property owners, making them invalid. Sewers were usually replaced ra
. . And, sewerreplacements charges were inflated by $3,000 above stand:
- ;Wh'sﬁ‘eb'?W?r a]lkowed private plumbing.companies to fix sewer lines that were the res

- Joanne quper * the required bidding process. Accordingly, taxpayers were funding priva
' ' ~ plumbing company bonanzas.

26500880008 0250200B008CR8RHLO00080BLERDOLDADEDRLOODLS2000R0BDREBBRBOAGS

~ ..the lawsuit and jury verdict serve a significant benefit on the genera
| ~ government officials from engaging in unlawful retaliation against a v
~ of various statutes. — Court documents”

: Hoep‘e‘r"sk Warning about corrupt sewer claims caused a furor. Policies were revised. But in
~wrap up her lnves’ugatlon She turned in a report recommending further investigation of pc
~ »Essen’ually, she faulted overSIth within the Claims Unit - and the City Attorney’s Office. Oni
 achoice: unemployment or reassignment to the District Attorney’s Office. Once Hoeper tra
. ‘evaporated In January 2014, Herrera fired her.

| l Slx Years of Costly Legal Wranglmg

Hoeper ﬁled a whlstleblower retaliation claim on July Tst, 2014. Two months later,
~ :"}Hrer,rera |ssuedan indignant rebuttal. Mediation failed as Hoeper asked for $1,895,000
~ while Herrera countered with $355,000. Casting CAQ lawyers aside, Herrera hired the
‘ ,pok erhouse law ﬂrm of Keker &Van Nest at a dazzhng $850/hour. Sometlmes hmng big-

ot krﬁle' surt in January 2015, the City immediately sought dismissal arguing tha
: protected attomey~chent commumcatlons On June 1st 201 6 that claim was;

Observer and the SF Chromcle Further, the Court objected because the City s‘
’ laims b J g

P2789
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‘jcontrngency basrs they were entitled to a mult|pher to boost their fees. Courts grant mul
; '_‘,kf:pursue publrc interest cases when clients can’t pay up front. Hoeper requested a multiplier
. opposed any enhancement The judge awarded a 1.35 multiplier because; “..the lawsuit an
E i}benef it on the general pUb/lC to deter government officials from engaging in unlawful retalia
o ~'v10/atlon of various statutes

;*On August 3rd 2017 the Court awarded Hoeper's attorneys $ 2,408,468 in trial fees. To thl
: '$226 046 in post -trial fees, $56,512 in interest to the original jury award, $68,147 in interes
costs, ;for a total Judgment of $5, 471,138. The City's one-sided campaign to cut costs har
Herrer_ charged headlong down a bhnd alley.

k ptember 25th 2017 the Crty appealed the judgment. Then came an intriguing

n Nest In an exhaustlve 97 -page brief, the City argued that the trial court wrongly let :[

oepe ‘rntroduce evrdence that was attorney-chent privileged, that the jury erred in its

whlstleblower retalratron that Hoeper failed to mitigate her damages, and that |

T emot|onal dlstress was excessive. After poring through 4,000 pages of oourt
'ers attorneys responded with a compelling 85-page rebuttal. The City then ‘

9-page reply bnef on February 13th, 2020 the Court of Appeal unanimously |
1€ LCrtys pleadrngs statmg, “None of these arguments is meritorious.”

- Beyond the legal trouncing, the 29 months of appeal-
'wrangling would be costly. Looming was the 7% interest i
on Hoeper’s unpaid 85,471,138 award - amounting to

* $1,049 per day. Another 1.35 multiplier hovered over her
| current attorney’s fees. Surely, the City would negotiate a
- settlement. Instead, after spending a month ponderinga |
last-ditch appeal to the California Supreme Court, the City |
folded. On April 2nd, 2020, Deputy City Attorney Jonathan

Rolnick informed Hoeper's attorneys that he had been |
:; “asked to handle the resolution of the judgment.” Still, no s

- @ DCA Rolnick reviewed - but did not contest - Hoeper's Ma§
lson Photor reimbursement of appeal expenses. Records show no City
o ! - and services detailed in laborious Declarations from her al
to an Amended Judgment that the Supenor Court approve
~ breakdown;

ntain Dermnocrat

3
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" ,_‘James Mad ison \ Freedom of Information Awar

. Society of Piofessonal fournalists, WorCal Chapts
t Attorney Fees orrr%peaf |

—‘1

Total

Source: City Attorney's Office
" Dodging Pub’lic-Scrutiny
- ,Recordé' s‘how th‘at the CAO asked the Controller to pay $7.3 million to Canatta, O'Toole, Fit
- :Jawyers The money came from the City’s General Fund. In a 5/28/20 email, DCA Rolnick e:

- kway to get the Sout the door and given the other issues the Controller is dealing with did no:
also the quretest Ieast embarrassmg way.

. Savrng face may explarn the sudden ardor for the “quickest way” after dragging the case o
- po 'trral settlements weren't proposed. Settlements require a hearing and approval by the
k "acceptrng defeat wrthout a settlement, the payout eluded public inquiries and media cover
‘ iskrrted by shellmg out amrd the COVID-19 tumult.

~ ‘R cords show that Herrera spent openhandedly to defend himself. The Westside Observer
, AO attempted to reduce the fees charged by Keker & Van Nest. No such records were
~ City attorneys to pursue the appeal, legal fees fell to one-third of Keker & Van Nest rates. H
. ‘a okrneys from the outset, about $2.8 million could have been saved. Another $2.2 million-

. ! hout the appeal We asked the CAO why it didn't attempt a post-trial settlement; no resp

~ rty Attorneys retahatory sewer- gate debacle alongsrde the FBI's recent arrest of DPV

k Kerr /s a San Francrsco investigative reporter Contact: Watchdogs@westsrdeobser

July 18, 2020
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James Madison F‘ryfeeyc;ion'll of Information Awa ri

by Di Derek'Kerr
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ames Maa‘igon Freedem m’ Information Awart
after the police shootlng of Marre%d@@%‘ﬁfn@&%‘ﬁa’d(poﬁéd BaansibetOslimr BHE

Lives Matter ona bulletm board displaying officer assignments. Authored by conservative -
- Op -Ed cited data that challenged the “misrepresentation of police shootings.” An affronted
. postrng and sent it to the Examiner. In its report on the “Anti-Black Lives Matter article,” the
- about usrng City. property for ‘political activity.” MacDonald fired back in an Opinion piece, -

| - lose their First Amendments rights when they work for the government.” She proposed tha
questloned the legallty of posting an Op-Ed arguing that policing suffers from systemic rac

: determrned that the Op-Ed was “not political in nature” and did not violate City rules agains
. ‘campargns

'The lncrdent wrth Capt Rarnsford seems more serious than the 2016 Op-Ed controversy. T
[ ,fprecedented social reactions to violent police interventions are driving extraordinary po
,‘*COVlD 19 rntensrﬁes frustrations, conflicts and the growing tendency to silence opposing
/ the value and pllqht of police whistleblowers must be balanced with the record 3

. Captam Ramsfords re-assignment may be temporary. As of 7/1/20 the SEPD still identifie
- commandrng ofﬂcer No other Captain has been assigned to Taraval Station. There has be
. hlS reassrgnment by the SFPD or the Police Commission. Neither Supervisor Norman Yee l
. whose dlstrrcts are partly covered by the Taraval Police Station, was notified. As Supervrs<
o ',;sudden and sub rosa reassrgnments “undermine trust and relationships with the Communr

- ‘fA natrve son Nick Rainsford was born and raised in the Parkside neighborhood of the Sun~
- Gabnels Grammar School and Sacred Heart High School, he joined the USMC Reserves ar
- i Jomed the SFPD in 1994, working at the Bayview, Central, Tenderloin, Richmond, Ingleside «
. ‘rOmotlons along the way. After serving as Captain of the Staff Services Division that over
" fﬁng, he became Taraval Station’s Captain in December 2018. In that capacity, he focus
and home burglarres as well as traffic safety. He wrote an informative column for the R
'nnonthly edltorlals for Taraval Statrons outstanding website. Acoordrng to openp_yrol

| Pollce Dlstnct is the City's largest and most populous. It is bordered by Golder
t, Daly Crty to the south and 7th Avenue down to Interstate 280 to the eas

k aSan Francrsco, investigative reporter Contact: watchdogs@westsrdeobser

July 3, 2020
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Deadly Rip Currents at Ocean I

3 notable for powerful swells that attract surfers, nature lovers and Ic

1t. Less VlSlble are treacherous rip currents that can drag swimmers OL

and frlgld waters can qunckly cause drowning. Prominent signs warning of the dar

; are easily overlooked amidst the captivating scenery. On a recent visit, signs wer<
sf'relevantly statmg I Can't Breathe”. ,

1AL AMMAAN T1.AN ARA
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onF eec%crm of mfmmatien ﬁwarq
eRleonghairge ligh Sndan! :
. decrded to lock arms and wade waist-
deep into the surf. An unexpected wave
! i tknooked them apart Two 16 year olds,
T‘ - | Grisham Duran and Wayne Ausa, were
‘ = swept out ro sea and lost. Then-
GﬁN I : Supervrsor Eric Mar sponsored a
BREATHE 5/12/16 heanng before the Public
. | Safety and Neighborhood Services
Committee where every agency
involved in safety monitoring, as well as §
rescue and recovery efforts described ‘
, 7'servrces The SF Fire Department deemed Oc
the narron In 201 5 alone, the Park Service cond
whrch 19 requrred hosprtal attention.

S, casua]tres among unwary swimmers have (
'eaths were reported In January 2006, the boc
r‘Sloat Blvd. Then in May 2006, Marlin Coats,
re strugglmg in ‘the surf. The boys were hosplt
'fyear old son Marcos and a cousin were swep
cU at UCSF and young Marcos was lost at sez

er was lost m the surf near the Cliff House r
ech executrve from Oakland, succumbed to
uedf‘then was hosprtahzed in crrtroal condmon

Ic Berkeley oceanoqraoher exnlarns§
,nderwater ohannel that funnels thew
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: hore W yfrom the np zone..

- ‘cea Beach experts advrse that even wading at
ankle depth is nsky Safer yet, stay out of the water.

 Dr. De kek Kerr is a San Francrsco investigative
‘ reporter Contact Watchdogs@wests:deobserver com

June 15, 2020
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Theﬁmsma of COVID-19 Immi
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- James Mad scm Freeéom of Information Awar
them wrtho, it haltlng repllcatloﬁRNl Gerai A n@%n‘t—rbﬁ'dfé Sy brb‘iec‘l’drrgg{ ATt

- . butthey emerge after infection or vaccmatron

‘Antlbodles Do Not Ensure Immunity

A recent _tgdy from Shanghai showed that among 175 patients who recovered from COVII
undetectable neutralizing antibody levels. Similarly, researchers at Rockefeller University fc
- ‘;convalescent ‘patients, 33% had no detectable neutralizing antibodies while 46% had low e
- ,recovered presumably the cellular component of the immune system fought off the virus.
- lcould also farl 1o generate protective antibodies in a sizeable sub-population.

- Even if neutralrzmg antibodies do develop, it's not yet known how long they last or the amo

~ CoV-2. Some viral infections like the common cold — often caused by different coronavirus
k _transrent antlbody levels that do not bestow lasting immunity. As for the antibodies to the
- MERS and SARS, they decllned after several months. Likewise for antibodies arising after i
, the. case of AIDS, theres an abundance of antibodies to HIV but they are non-neutralizing ¢
 westill have no vaccine against AIDS or any coronavirus.

ansseepanwse»easumaaes@aeaaeeaeaeaaeaeaaeaaeeem@auaeeomeaeeeeeeeaeeme

Contra these 'gloomy laboratory studies, clinical findings from South |
_ the specter of re-infection. Among 263 patients who fully recovered f
 tested posmve for SARS-CoV-2 weeks later, none harbored viable viri
L longer |nfect|ous

. Another reason Why vrral lnfectlons evade the immune system is that viruses mutate so th
Prellmmarv da’ta from China indicates that SARS-CoV-2 mutates frequently and some s’tral
' ers. The deadlrer mutations recovered from Chinese patients were also noted in pi
ate. The mllder strams resembled those in Washington State. Thus, mutatlons
1 alr’cy rates seen in drfferent regions. A non-peer reviewed article by Korber et ¢

mutatron dubbed “D614G" that is replacing the original Wuhan virus across th
Though challenged by other scientists, such mutations, like those of the flu v1ru
ffec‘uve vacome or to prevent re-infection.

S whether acqurred by natural infection or vaccination, may not be protective. ln
V,Health Orgamzatlon rejec’ted antibody tests to grant “immunity passports” — cer
circulat freely Wrthout fear of re-infection. WHO declared, “There is currently no evidence t
Vfrom COVID 19 and have antlbodles are protected from a second infection”. Also, many an’tl
‘ ‘Scren‘nsts warn ,that segregatlng society on the basis of dubious biologic data can threatei

P287
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am Myad ison Freedcm of tnormation Awar¢

, Society of Professional Journolists, NorCal Chapter
Sy CoV-2 bmds to ACE 2 receptors that are found throughout the body, notably the'airw

lining: of blood vessels the heart and kidneys. This explains the widespread organ involver
Some patrents succumb to an unruly inflammatory cascade called a “cytokine storm” whei

cells attack organs infected by the virus. A related immune over-reaction called “multi-syst
has affected some chlldren weeks after being exposed to SARS-CoV-2.

: ’versely, SARS CoV 2 weakens the immune system by binding to CD-147 receptors on l

= :show markedly depressed lvmbhocvte counts, but those who are severely ill show ! functlo
o ymphocytes So SARS CoV 2 acts like HIV by neutrahzrng a key component of the lmmune

a’: San Francrsco. investigative reporter Contact: watchdogs@westsideobse‘

June 2020 |

8550000080000 00N00CRS00000S0RN0000000000° 2000080002508 86




or. Derek Kerr https://westsideobserver.com/news/watchdog html#oct20

Mysthue of CQV!D-IQ Transml

o date we have been told that SARS-CoV-2 (severe acute resprrato

~ the new coronavirus that causes the disease called COVID-19, is s

' mfected persons cough or sneeze These virus-laden droplets can.

mouth Droplets also land on nearby surfaces If we touch contaminated s

noses eyes and- perhaps gemtals the virus can invade our bodies. That's t

s receptors on mucosa] cells but cannot penetrate intact skin, Accordingly, b f
16 feet way from others, washmg hands frequently, and avoiding touching our faCr

cognizing th t, lnfected people were transmrttmg the virus without or before feehnc
kAsurvey of ; ‘OOO people in Italy found that “the great majority of people infected with COV
e ‘mp" C matrc but represented a formidable source of contagion”. By definition, asymptomyz
‘ "sneezrng‘ so they probably spread the v1rus by other means. '3

ga‘ogoj,aagaaoeeyavs@ewe aﬂp;:e@»seaaaeewaaeeea@eaﬂseasyasygaes
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*deposrr in the upper alrway where they are typically trapped by mucus that is pusl
structures called culla Aerosols are largely blocked by face masks, especially N95

NA core and a splked protem coat). Further, viral concentrations in the ,

4

1 ruses are needed to cause infection. However, because SARS-CoV-2 is ;
oF ve spread tuberculosns influenza, measles and the 2003 SARS coroné
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_ ‘, surfaces Most household disinfectants neutralized SARS-CoV-19 - but acids like vine
?'fvrrus S0 dryers set at hlgh ‘about 130 degrees F, would eliminate SARS-CoV-2 from clothin

Al ,mrngly, they found that the virus remained viable for 14 days at 39 degrees F, so refrige
 sanitized. Reassunngly, the virus lasted less than 3 hours on printing or tissue paper at roc
. 'ntamrna’[ed banknotes harbored viable virus for 2 days and cleared on day 4. Cloth and
. ‘, ' ;days whlle glass surfaces cleared within 4 days. Plastic and stainless steel held viable virt
7 Hence the need to wash hands often; at least 10 times daily has proven ideal.

' 'e‘ llkellhood of arrbome infection depends on the dose of virus transmitted and the duraf
”unmasked face~to—face chat could pass the virus. Accordingly, if unmasked, avoid crowdec
- places As for conversa‘uons keep them short, masked and distanced.

- Dr Derek Kerr is a San Francrsco investigative reporter Contact: watchdogs@westsideobser

May 2020
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‘ ;‘,’mes Madison Freedem of Information Awar¢

e FTC advrses o ‘hang up on rogocaﬁ’s )1%3 h%)t(ppsrggs{? éﬁ’riyjr‘?&’nﬂ%‘ég’s%% gh’(s}\fv%?}an{?yﬁq ers%rr

; k"*fmore robocalls Whether commercial solicitations come by phone, email or text message,
~ wire money. Beware also of fake COVID-19 charitable solicitations. Check to see if the cha
. ‘caHs for dona’uons Report solicitation scams to the FTC at 1-877-382-4357.

- Snake Oll The World Health Organization (WHO) has alerted the global community at
. f;"’i’tha’c clarm to prevent detect, treat or cure COVID-19.” Notably, deceptive websites generall:
. landhne phone number. Consumers are advised to seek guidance from a medical professii
- scammers are ﬂoodlng the US market with fake or untested sanitizers and disinfectants, ¢
_coronavirus. The Envrronmental Protection Agency (EPA) lists approved sanitizers and thre
- et‘arlerswhosellunregrstered COVID-19 related products.

~_ Social Se‘curity Scams The Social Security Administration (SSA) is warning the
j/gthreatenmg suspension of Social Security benefits due to COVID-19 —related office closure
- krecrplen’ts to call a number operated by scammers. They demand personal information orr
. transf ‘ro preserve your benefits during the COVID-19 shut-down. The SSA emphasiz
- Sec n’ty payments or beneﬂts during the pandemic - or demand fees. Report these crooks

. T e RS _ports awave of calls and emails from fraudsters seeking personal information c
the$ 200 ”S’umulus Check " The official term is “Economic Impact Payment” and the IRS ;
I bank account The IRS does not call or email taxpayers to verify personal or banking i r
dentity theft cons Do not open “IRS Emails” or click on any links or attachments within thr
'sendrng ’caxpayers a bogus IRS check with directions to call a number to verify the
ort such scams at; https:/www.irs.gov/privacy-disclosure/report-phishing.

d cautron are protec‘uve agarnst cheats. Get definitive guidance and subscn
ol and Prevention at https://www. cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019- ncov/whats'
provrdes 1nforma‘non and updates on COVID-19 at; https://www.sfdph. org[_;
responses can be tracked at; https //sf.gov/topics/coronavirus-covid-19.

anyFrancrsco /nvestlgatlve reporter Contact: watchdogs@westsideobser.

April-May 2020
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| ra‘i‘m’es‘Madison Freedom of Information Awart
itive mixed into various st?@ét‘ﬁrfngsﬂg é?ﬁstﬂé}n%ol:e"’i{%k”sD%s’ﬁ é{_t%{pfo%ﬁtlgm
~ the street opioid of choice because it's cheaper and delivers a better rush, per Dr. Phillif
‘ Subs’(ance Use Research Because the purity of street fentanyl varies, users don't know
- ‘joverdoses Data Dr. Cofﬁn shared with the Westside Observer shows that fentanyl-relat
. fannually since 201 5 reachlng 162 in 2019, But that's a partial count due to the 6-montt
. and tOchology results DPH projections for 2019 foresee around 200 fentanyl-linked ov
. fatalmes far exceed herom plus prescnp’non opioid deaths.

- 'To counterthe overdose epldemlc the DPH employs a Harm-Reduction model. This inc
- - and clmlcs freely dlstrlbutmg naloxone (Narcan) a drug that reverses opioid overdoses
fs’mps so users can check their stash, and planning drug sobering centers. Needle acce
. 1o smoke rather than mject fentanyl and offer aluminum foil to facilitate this safer optic
- smgle room occupancy hotels where 30% of overdose deaths occur, advising drug user
- ;Treatment s’trategles include easing access to methadone and buprenorphme (Suboxoi
: fLO elmplemented Mental Health SF will expand these services.

- Methamphetamme

Methamphetamme is largely produced by Mexican cartels that import the chemical pre
‘ aine, it's a s‘umulant but Ionger—lastmg and cheaper. Meth-related overdose deaths |
owever ’the numbers exploded in 2019. As the Medical Examiner told the WS
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U 'g:et Contrac’[ors served 5,975 substance abuse clients last year. Yet |
hCommm&onmmnsmmw amhmﬁw mmwmmmwamshndmdwe
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nes 'fi?!ia‘d' son Freedom of Information Awart
, . Society of Professional Journalists, NorCal Chapter
S me sewer claxms were fraudulent but routinely approved by the Claims bureau, at tax

_ras detalled in the Westside Observer in September and November 2014, and February -
- ,Hoepers probmg threa’tened ‘managers close to Herrera, her investigation was shut.dov

her posmon in July 2012. She was transferred to the DA’s Office and later terminated. T

! Sewergate 1n201 8 the NorCal Society of Professional Journalists recognized Hoepe
: 'lnformatlon Award in the Whlstleblower category.

: Be@é&ﬁh@ﬁﬁ@ﬂ@@b#@@d)969%@@@%@@‘5@&5&0%@@@&@%aé}"@&@ﬁ@éﬁ@ﬂlgt@ﬁwi@%o@ﬁﬂ‘@@

Taxpayer costs will exceed $5 million since the City has been pay
Nest law firm $850/hour to defend Herrera. Keker & Van Nest alri
$2 267 75, back in September 2016, records show."

V The Court of Appeals sustamed Hoeper's awards of $1,338,578 for lost wages, $1, 291 :
- $2 4~mllhon for attorneys fees. The City argued that these awards were unwarranted ar
‘ ractenzedthe Cltys appeals as "without merit”. Taxpayer costs will exceed $5 mllho
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‘ James Mad ison Freedﬁm of !nfcsrmat ion Awar
nnams In San rrandiscor ine s Profassiconwoliers kepdn dvtieneghrzea
maruuana mdustry, shows how efforts to curb the illegal market while helpi
~on Drugs can backfire. - ,
- In 2016, 74% of San Francisco voters passed California Proposition 64, allowin
cannabls for adults over 21 without a prescription. Since January 2018, these recreatio
been ’tracked from seed to sale” to ensure consumer safety and prevent illegal diversic

,outb&e;eaaa«somaa@asnasnomaas«maeaes@a@@gameaaae@aaegaasa@am@s@gaaauaa

This quagmire burdens taxpayers . . . In 2018-19 it collected $360!
~ operating budget. Those fees came from existing businesses. But |
~ zero application fees due to the logjam. Yet, its operating budget w

With this mandate, the Board of Supervisors passe
cannabis businesses 600 feet away from schools Q
and along commercial corridors. Then Ordinance 2
process. It included an Equity Program that prlontu
the War on Drugs, and an amnesty program so son
the legal market by complying with regulations. Thy
to manage these processes. The Controller’s Ofﬂce
- _permitted cannabis operations.

The land-use Ordinance worked, as shown by the O
At this time, the only Westside storefront dispensal
and medicinal cannabis is Barbary Coast Sunset at
two on Ocean Avenue are closed for renovations. B

,e'Equ1ty Program appllcants hold top priority. By City law, no other apphc
its ge,t,SO%,of all permits issued. Only three equity entrants have been app1
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" ‘:Cannabls Storefront Retallers in San FrancrscoStorefronts are heavily Clustered in the
‘ Market Street corndor Note Dellvery only retail operators not S

equrty appllcants are crushed by expenses srnce they must maintain a site
can amount to hundreds of thousands of dollars whlle waiting for a permlt .;

-market entreprene rswho“ pted to go legrt they re stuck in the permit
arket that dwarf ~the legal upstart by a factor of 3 to 1. As the Report cr

- k yall 12 Clty‘departments supervrsrng the cannabls mdustry, the cost to taxpayers excee
. Hannabls sales taxes covered these losses That may not last After 3 years of steady
d 'llned k :16% then leveled out in 201 9. Statewrde cannabrs sales saw a srmllar decl I

© 'Z'C)ZOWests]defSan Francisco. MediaL No portion of the ’articles or artwork may b“e" thout pl’essed consent.
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B el

V ’ Retarl Storefront Locatrons of Proposed Equrty Business (currently in queue). out of
. applrcants 133 are applyrng for storefront retail. The proposed locatrons are heavrly<

, - Union Square, the Mrssron and SOl\/lA
. PUBLIC SAFETY PRESERVED In 2006 the City assrgned maruuana offi

, fk'{prrorrty Since then cannabis arrests have steadrly decllned although Afrrcan—Amerrcan
- drsproportronately affected. SFPD incident reports show a 17% drop in cannabis offens
. lt-use was legalrzed ‘However, this number does not rnclude low-level rnfractrons In
prrsed 0. 1% of recorded City crimes. As for marijuana- related complarnts reported
3% of 201 8 calls The Westside enjoys the lowest rncrdence of cannabrs related cr

Ved just 4% of the Crty s 2018 total. : i ;

ccord wrth other studres the Controllers Report found that property and Vrolent crin

‘ ldropped by 2%, whereas they rncreased crtywrde Larceny theft and burglary p!
_sanes - but also throughout the City and at srmllar rates. Since drspensanes clu
ontrollers Report concluded *_..crime that occurs near cannabrs locatrons is lrkely drn
‘ 'aldrstncts rather than the notion that cannabrs operators attract maore crime
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, ;khave Creased shghtly smcefz@qg-’ Wg%frp 'fﬂg‘n‘ﬂr“ﬁ’m'b?éa?éféﬁﬁh‘;ﬁ/e?aéfﬁ—qll SO
en ounters On the other hand, cannabis admissions to DPH Substance Abuse Treatmg
‘ ¢ :Just 355 or 4% of admissions were for marijuana. Perthe Controller, these numbe
LT duce cannabls just: further momtormg '

; annabls has rallied City departments to streamline the permitting proces
a $1 3 million grant was secured along with pro bono legal assistance from
: r Cannabls Oversmht Committee, inaugurated in December 2019, will advise t
- fac ltate socrally responSIble growth of the cannabis industry.” Hopefully, it will help to
'recommendah s detailed in the Controller's Report. \

February 2020 |

°9°C§909@505@9@599a@ﬂﬂb@ﬁﬁﬂ@a@ﬁ@ﬁDQQBOQQDOGQQG@@’
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Ja‘,m;"" s,ﬁnad ison Freedom of lnf&rmat ion Awart

‘ Soctaty of Professional fournalists, NorCal Chapter
That arrangement was secre’dv renewed in 2007, adding tighter FB[ controls and secrec

. ‘,;'Commrssron When its contract with the FBI expired in February 2017, the SFPD bailed
~ concemns and the turmorl of swrtchlng its Police Chiefs.

i sooﬂgeacneaos@eegeaaameaw@aas@pasu@aea@ae@@@secamae&se@eaaes@eaeae

Supervrsors unanimously passed the ... transparency and act
.In effect the law authorized SFPD brass and City officials to ov
- Jomt TerrorlsmTask Force investigations.”

. San Franc1sco Taxpayers Tapped Previously, the SFPD had usually as¢
_ ‘to the JTTF under the direction of the local FBI Office, and ultimately the US Attorney Gi
 pai oir salaries. These officers received Top-Secret security clearances and accesst
’ ‘were secret. They srgned non-disclosure agreements that barred mforma’non
derwent polygraph exams. As federal deputies, they could operate anywhere mt
r‘beyond Iocal crvrhan oversight and local privacy and civil rights laws. Nominz
', notably SFPD S Department General Order 8.10: Guideline for First Amenc

; _SUP;I"VISOI‘S WEIgh In DGO 8.10 was designed in 1990 to prevent police mtn
. rotes’te and political assemblres In the post-9/11 era, unwarranted JTTF practices be
o T 'ports and warnings were issued by the Human Rights Commission, San Fra
- vic groups represented by the Asian Law Caucus, Council on American Islamrg

- Accordmgly, in 2012 the Board of Supervisors unanimously passed the Safe San Francr
n SFPD pe trcrpatron m federal counter»terronsm activities. The Ordlnance enshnr

© 2020 Wes
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'm'es}Madtson Freedcm of In mmaﬂon Awart
- Society Df Prafessrona! J’aumahsﬁ NorCal Chapter

ACLU Lawyer John Crew

F act|v1t1es deﬂed the overS|ght imposed by the Safe SF Civil Rights |
ed, they were withheld from SFPD brass, the Police Commission ar
“folks Iack securlty clearances !ndeed the Police Chlef’s annual |

tholit expressed consent.

PP 10140020 1109 AM
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o f',fand Presrdent As local pohtrcrans rncludmg Mark Leno, Scott Welner Jeff Sheehy, Tom

;V'Rafael Mande]man and Angela Alioto warned in 2017: “if this (Safe SF Civil Rights) Ordi
- em‘orced Jocal ofﬁces will become entangled in the implementation of Trump’s policie:
~ and resrdents have unequrvocally rejected.” On the other hand, the Police Officer’s Asso
':‘Commlssron to restore its JTTF partnership, decrying that it was abandoned “in a politi

. Currently,fJTTF pohcres are antithetical to transparency and accountability. Upholding [
' Francisco Civil Rights Ordinance keeps the SFPD accountable to the community it serw
,lnvolvement in JTTF political surveillance entrains our police to view First Amendment
- Worse more law—abrdrng San Franciscans view police as potential threats because unr
_ contravene civil rights. There are other ways the SFPD and FBI can collaborate to addre

- ,the JTTF as Portland Oregon has done, strengthens public trust in the SFPD.

_ N : Source references for this article are provided as links in the electronic version at
‘ 'ck' :Wledgement Mlsswn Local and The lntercept first reported on the FBI White Pa;

Derek Kerr isa SF rnvestlgatrve reporter Contact: watchdogs@westsideobserver. com

December 2019
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Hedgmg i:he Shake-ijp at Laguna Hoﬁd

Dr. Derek Kerr i

ths after Laguna Honda Hospital (LHH) CEO Mivic Hirose and Quality Dlre
th_er top executive has fallen. On Sunday, October 7, Acting CEO Maggre
Valencia our Chref Nursmg Officer, has left Laguna Honda Hospital” By"

,ome nurses openly denounced “favoritism, nepotism and cronyrsr
ind transform her predecessors entourage. '
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Society of Professi

LHH Me ical Direct *'Dr M|ChaelMcShane

 pilfered meds. What happened with LHH's physic
. lmprovement & Patlent Safe’ty Committee? BOt

- ‘ months later, by chance an unrelated it T
- the patlent drugglngs with p|| :
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‘ldnt budge on the S‘I 00,000 fine. However the cost to taxpayers will far <

‘ recent abuses of 23 patients were deemed so grave that CDPH msp
di te Jeopardy ~ the top category of patient endangerment. State pena
the Clty agarn Imgates agamst them, it could signal that Laguna Hondr

,a sen/or phys:czans at Laguna Honda who exposed wrongdoing by the
s;deobserver com

November 2019

I men shot Brandon Lee in the face and back outside his home in Ifug
; e way to the Baguro Crty Hosprtal he repeatedly shouted that the Phlll

REATA N atata VAR I BVAYA NNV R W 3
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. ames Niad ison Freedom of lnferma‘tzeﬁ Awari
v vulu ”CICU Wit u 'CJ{PLIL‘:%BWﬁ%[é‘%WWU}GQNP“ﬂ gg fi 2
where he met now- Supervrsor Gordon Mar. However, it was his

L Jomrng the Frlrprno Students League that set him on his life’s path.

o soldiers"h'ad repeatedly appeared at IPM
. ;offrces askmg about Brandon’s whereabouts,
: 'of'flce hours, and family members. In an e-mail to his brother Aa|

worries for the safety of his family and colleagues due to the gov ’
| e'and harassment.” ‘

- ln 201 O he moved to the thpplnes to pursue his passion; helping farmers and rndrger
~_ He ecame a permanent resrdent marned Bernice and raised their daughter Jessie, no

C ldrers ralded homes of local farmers at gunpoint and forced them to open the coffing
earches were part of the Aqumo government’s anti-insurgency program that he labele

__mumst sympathrzer Per the Inquirer Northern Luzon, “In 201 5, Lee was among‘
: cu‘sed by the mlhrary of supporting the New Peoples Army -the armed wr
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ViSO :‘Gordon Mar pubhcly condemned the * unconsc;onable human rights abuses
‘ 'V”VDlstnct ﬂghtmg for his life." Mar also lobbied the US Embassy to afford Brandon
ican mzens Superv1sor Matt Haney flew to the Philippines on a fact- ﬂndlng miss

: Go Fund Me campalgn has been set up to raise money for Brandon’s medic
‘ San Francxsco

October 2019

90?0@QO.GOOQOGOSGD.BeDﬁlﬁamﬁnﬂbeﬁanﬁﬁﬁ9’8@0@&959@.@0&

Raldyed WestSIde Journallst Bryan Carmod

Bryon Carmody

\ ryan Caf’f@dy,,’t‘he freelancé jOurnalistbwhose Sunset newsroom was raided by
‘1f3tﬂh at a Society of PrOfessionaI Journalists (SPJ) forum at Northwest

44 of 236 10/14/2020, 11:09 AM
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National SPJ President,
J. Alex Targuinio

= Woken up froma deep sleep” by the sledge-hammering of his gate, a shirtless Carmof

. a8 'gun~’tot1ng ofﬁcers plundered his belongings. Upon asklng to make a call, a cop offen

,‘ ,’ an ‘and unlock it for us.” No way. Similarly, Carmody said nothlng t0 2 FBI agents h

. conspiracy” and obstructlon of justice”. The cops then raided Carmodys ofﬁce at7 4

~ Wwhere they conﬁscated computers cameras plus 30 years of notes and dlgltal photos |

; equxpment no way to work. A friend setup a GoFundMe campaign to replace $6 00 ‘w
tS'FPD retumed the devices but security experts, advlsed him not to use them

B Thomas Burke
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; -srsre'ﬁy'wﬁﬁ*ofemunaﬂmrmwam'&va&wid" iﬁyprrer
_on strrngers = freelance photoyournallsts who cover breaking news

CrtyVHall' "condemnatlon and lack of appreciation for what journalists do ¢
rrants forJournalrst sources are generally illegal, journalists can be subpoeng
ic "to seek legal counsel Even though the Shield Law protects sources frol

in a legal case However the SFPD now knows the phone numbers of pOllC
\ ‘,As for the FBI mvolvement Burke was mystlﬂed Carmody previously i mc

argetmg was fueled by outrage from the Board of Supervrsors the May
Once the Crty Attorney informed Police Chief William Scott that hr<
di fcntrmsm Scott apolog|zed

a ch warrants were ‘pursued by the Internal Affairs Division — part of S
”'Lou Barberlnr reported in the July Westside Observer, there are “cowbc
heir botched rards resembled the retaliatory “get-the-cop” investigatic
ar ody recelved sympathy “Most of the rank and file came up to me anc
urthe ,the Pollce Ofﬁcers Association blasted Chief Scott as “deceitful” f
artment investigators” when the fault arose within his administrative ci

September 2019

289585006 2562220088002 00000000DD0DC0000028852858

Laguna Honda’s Silent Abuse Sca

Dr. erek Kerr G ‘
‘ nia Department of Publlc Health (CDPH) declared a state of “Immedia

Westside San Francisco Media. No orti he artrcles or artwork may be

"P312
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m Madzgﬁn Freedom of Information Awart
m Society of Professional Journalists, NorCal Chapter

Acting CEO Margaret Rykowski

treatment Another sprawled on the floor in a soiled diaper. Some were filmed as ¢
‘ ol orasked 1o borrow money. One was being kicked by a staffer; another m¢.
s ‘and videos had emerged incidentally during a staff-to-staff sexual harassn
‘ Notrce of Data Breach disclosing privacy violations = without mentioning tr

. 'Tpa’uents were drugged with non- prescnbed morphrne methadone and tranqut

' ‘g-SlIence arises from a mistrust of leaders and fear of retaliation. S|I
:lack of empathy Health care without empathy Ieads to abuse and n

P313
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5 Mad ison Freedom of In ormat on Awari

ery i why Qualrty Dﬁétét(ﬁrfRég‘lg %’@%"%ﬁ’%h@é’étﬁé@ %%73"21’86%7%_1’93\7\’15’5’
akenly reported that she had resigned. In fact, she was placed on paid administrati
i_not'govern ollnroal nursrng and those nurses didn't report to her. Yet, LHH Chief Nur
; o’does oversee nurses wasnt held accountable. Neither were the supervising nurse

':Job rnvolved reportrng alleged patient abuses — once brought to her attention
] requrrements LHH reported more cases: 28 over the past 2 years. LHH was d

ara doxrcally, Gomez was replaced by Troy Williams, SF General Hospital's (SFGH) Qua
t te mspector 'threatened SFGH wrth ﬂnes and payment cuts for an lmproper polrcy ¢

;owadays Nurse Managers cover 60 beds, spendmg much of their time at d
ant people dlsengage from patrents patients become unimportant. To ma
named nerghborhoods ‘then * ‘community meetings” were introduced. r\
'thpatrents and therr Caregrvers lf no one noticed that 6 staffers at

, esrded on North 1 and North 2, the “Integrated Wellness” nelg|
red. er LHH S Facebook page, North 1 has; “a dedicated staff of quali
e d‘ents W|th Challengrng behaviors. The program provides a varie
‘ counsehng with the goa] of rmproved social functioning.” North 2 aims
feetmg therr psychosocral and emotional needs.” What happened? Why w
’uch’ pe alized wards? How did they pass the hrnng process? Why were |

nnnnnn 10/14M070 1100 AM
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- j’the problems assocrated wrth cultural domrnance A majority of LHH nurses are from tt
tend to be Collectrvrst rather than individualistic. Though dedicated and caring, LHH nur
out or eannot afford the risk.

- Estabhshmg a Culture of Safety requires a root-cause analysis of why these abuses fes
own Comphance Ofﬁce and Hotline fail to spot the scandal? Does LHH still treat whistl

; ‘abuses reported and burred’) What derailed supervision on the affected wards? Were lir
- ,mdrfferent or bhnded by group allegrance’> How did hiring and assignment practices int
. help]ess patrents’7 Hopefully these questrons will be addressed in LHH's “Turn-Around I

, TyfFor now, LHH has promrsed State inspectors that all staff will be re-trained in reportmg
- ,check therr pa’trents weekly instead of monthly, and re-engage with their staff. Hiring wi

: Jquestrons about abuse and neglect. Tighter controls will be applied to narcotics and se
- aHega’rlons will be audrted for timely reporting. As to why this scandal occurred, perhap
f‘proposed hearrng Wr]l provide insights - if employees can safely testify.

Acknow]edgemen’t Thanks to the current and former LHH employees who provided trpr

Derek Kerr was a senior physrcrans at Laguna Honda Hospital where he was fired for
e Department of Pubhc Health Contact: DerekOnVanNess@aol.com

SEPTEMBER 2019
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‘ 'akmg the Sllence.

Laguna Honda’s Patlent Abuse Sc

Former CEO Mivic Hirose

tunned and bewrldered That was the reaction when 1,650 Laguna Honda emplo

At A~ AAA 11 AN AR A
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) has been appornted Margaret Rykowskr RN, Drreotor of the DPH Office
sfa re’tlred US Navy Reserve Rear Admiral with the Nurse Corps who previo
A FGH and oversaw Laguna Honda's Health at Home ‘program. Within 60 days
onda 'urn Around Plan’ to the Health Commission and the Mayor’s Office.

,m\aaosuessnbsn»aaaoa-@-omegeaoeemma-ombea9aanaaoeaa@noammseene»eaue

Director Colfax made an accurate diagnosis when he identified a “c
Laguna Honda By aIIowmg abuses to fester this institutional srlen.

compassmn , |

b 'Formér Quality Management Director Regina Gomez

‘ “own about the scandal is what the DPH has reported. It's telling tha’t
s’ A more granular analysrs WI” emerge from an lnvestlgatlon pursue
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~ Photo courtesy: stopcrimesf.com

: |str|ct 4 Supervrsor Gordon Mar heard an earful about property crimes from hi
break—ms resrdents are alarmed about resrdentral burglaries and package thef

n kqurpment due to JOb site and office break ins, and a stolen truck. Yet, police
Dpo ing. Most of the commenters were older Chinese residents who recoun
ft of food delrvered to a 90 year old woman. Some feared going out at
g abOU‘E 'and eleeping on private property. Seeing strangers now “cause

es were attnbu’ced to the 2018 re- activation of Citywide Burglary and Robb
hce statrons Prevrously, pohce statrons handled residential crimes wrthm

rles and robberies increased from 322 in 2015 to 465 in 201 8

P317
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Jam Madtson[_ reedom _lnfmmaﬂon Awarz
‘ I essxonai !oumahsts Nor(Cal Chapter

Superwsor Gordon Mar Photo Sunset Beacon

dents agree that package thefts are mountmg and can escal

Vn;t say whether Chlnese resrdents were targeted Despite the citywide in
'Iow-level crlmes at the statlon level SFPD S focus has been public educ

,‘ onsrdered petty theft - a mlsdemeanor Although residential b}
1 8 she reported an 18% drop so far this year. In 2018, the DA f

Cl

, |
'orfounder of top Cnme SF desorlbed how hlS network of anti-crime volur]
our homes He sard crlmes targetmg Asrans had increased and favoredr
Ids law-makers,

© 2020 Westside San Fray



Jr. Derek Kerr https://westsideobserver.com/mews/watchdog. html#oct20

. mes Mad ison Freedom of | nfotmaﬁon Awar

- i Society of Professional Jourpalists, NorCal Chaptes
~ The handouts also showed that burdlaries and robberies had fallen in May, compared 1

of anti-crime. nerghborhood leaders; Amos Lim, a gay and immigration rights activist, St
Wendy Wong from Coahtron for Good Neighborhoods, John Zwolinski, a Neighborhood
- Nancy Tung from Stop Crime SF and a DA candidate. Also present was mayoral candid

a make SF safe and clean agenda.

\' k ‘The multrtude was separated into 4 groups. Afterwards, group leaders reported results
Ask SFPD to prov1de more patrols and track package thefts.

- SFPD should facrlrtate crime reporting, address language barriers and improve respor
. Increase polrce—communlty contacts to make cops more approachable and help resid
- Seek Crty subsrdres for securrty cameras and alarms.

‘ Know your nerghbors through events like Nerghp_grf_es_t a City program that strengther

Work w1th SF SAFE to organize more Neighborhood Watch groups.

Commumtv Ambassador Proqram a Crtyjob -training program providing safety escort

JULY 2019

200029522002 0030050002P80B00UB0CHNCODOBEDELEDECD00BL00PRUDOD0EH

The Struggle for Sunlight on Dark I
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pdlltlcal jockeymg for Mayor jockeylng for power, one group trymc
~ Keane emphasued that he saw no need for an Ethics Commlssmn 1
o mdependently Keane announced ‘I resign” and walked out. -

]
e

G 1
fw’as the 201 3 14 Civil Grand Jury report tltled E hr‘cs m th

"’,yfeatures but passed with 62% of the votes. Thereafter Conﬂlc
: ltered W|thout a pubhc vote For example in 2009 the Board anc

© 2020 Westside San Franci
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;,,ames Madisen Freedam of Inermaﬂgn Awart

~ Society of Professional fournalists, NorCal Chapter
Since the ACAO applled to nonprofits big and small, the nonprofit representatives empt

- :“;‘nonproﬁ’cs that struggle to make ends meet and serve needy clients. For these Mom-an
- k;too comphcated ’they argued, drowning them under layers of accountability. They coulc
- vrolatrons then sued out of existence by corporate adversaries.

,Nonproﬁts resen’ted berng s’ngmatrzed as self-serving. If they don't lobby in the land usi
~__opening or renovatrng therr facilities — even displacement. By necessity, nonprofit deve|
~ trytoinfluence land use decisions. Further, nonprofit board members often serve on Ci

. wouid prohlbrt them from fundraising for their nonprofits, or supporting candidates wh
contracts and beneﬁts Such limits would deter nonprofit leaders from sharing their exf
- or, they mrght qurt therr nonprofit boards to avoid conflicts of interest.

- "Nonproﬁts wanted Crty officials to steer donations to them. They viewed behest payme
. fextortron or quid pro quos So, Ethics agreed to switch from banning to simply drsclosrr
10N roﬁts objected havrng to report donations could discourage potential donors. Ethi

k' om 'odate ’therr concerns Yet after every amendment, they sounded the same refr<
= threatened . ;
; ;T,ye Splrt W|thrn Ethrcs On one srde were Commissioners Renne, Keane and Kopp who'
_ col via a ballot measure. They were generally allied with Friends of Ethics (FOE),
Ethr s‘Commrssroner and Civil Grand Jurors FOE col!aborated wrth Maerght a
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_money from beieaguered taxpayers the ideaisto hold brg corporatlons and their CEOs
~ services nd infrastructure that allow them to thrive. Recent data from the Institute on’
. shows ’rha’t some of the largest and most profitable corporations pay no taxes. In 2018,

- by 3’1 % 7ccordmg to US Treasury records. Most corporations use tax shelters and subs
' enormous revenues from ’(axatron So workers and small businesses have to make up 1
 service cuts_, ,

: = , ;easowooauaaeaeﬂeeeneee&emaeaaee@aaeeeoeeeeaaermmee@eaeeeemeaeeeee

J ...multi- bllllon dollar corporations like Uber and Lyft get to play by 1
have to pay thelr fa|r share towards the public services that City wc

'k ‘f,Target d 'by ’thrs demonstratlon were “unicorns” — privately-held start-up companies vai
ul of San Francrsco based unicorns are scheduled to go public through IPOs or ln
kundreds of new mﬂhonarres This rnﬂux of wealth could further widen income me

sfdrsplayed colorful placards of unicorn figures with messages like; * Fairf
: 'ealthy Communmes” ”Affordable Housrng for All” "Dignity and Respect for
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sﬂm érerﬁé’frngnroro al fo aﬁgww

' lanes. Such lanes, separated from regular

|es and qualrty of life. Back in July 2018, ,
er Mrohael Rhodes had assured Chow that he would comprle
3 and reconvene ’the small worklng group to share the results

‘ ‘ut 1000 people showed that 49% supported transrt only Ia" ’

, ‘Controllers Ofﬁce released a study of SFMTA's community OUtrea"j
ublic report that notlﬂcatlon can be madequate and that SFMTA ca

© 2020 Westsnde San Francrsco Media, No portron of the artrcles or artw0rk may be ithout expressed consent.
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James Madzssﬁ Freedﬂm of Information Awan
_ Society of Professional fournalists, NorCal Chapter
Derek Kerr

ine days before the untimely death of Public Defender Jeff Adachi on 2/22/19,
received an email from his office. It detailed allegations of prisoner abuse by <
- and offered aninterview with Adachi. WSO reporters were busy preparing artic
would be tlme we ’[hought 1o confer with Adachi, a former WSO contributor and St. Fra

‘a»sniooaaaeeeoaé&@ana@a@m@eaaaa@@@ae&@a@@»eas@ab@@s&@haaua@e@@asmm

1 6 female inmates alleging that some were strip searched in viev
~ Once aked the women were ordered to lift their breasts then squz
and cough for vagmal and anal exams. They felt humiliated and de&

' ""dachl s message mcluded a 1/1 6/19 formal complaint to Sheriff Vicki Hennessy abou
' ncisco Jalls and ongoing and repeated misconduct by SFSD deputies.” Adac
w re; fearfulrof retallatlon for coming forward with their complaints” but were willing tq
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'n‘es Mad son Freeéom of Information Aware

ed that his current compt’érnt'w&trfd)ﬂ’ "”rréﬂyffe”rpeaeeétﬂ Hadmram éd“p%’ar«/r@é

~ calle for an rndependent rnvestrgatron and oversight of the Sheriff's Department. After

- Henn ‘ Sy referred the rnvestrgatron to the Department of Police Accountability — witho
investigative frasco ,

, 'Mrstreatrng pnsoners is an occupational hazard for guards. That was made clear in the
. Experlment Psychologrst Philip Zimbardo recruited students to act as guards and pris¢
 after6days ecause the subjects who played guards became sadistic toward the inme
k fthat srtuatronal forces overtook the subjects’ sense of morality and agency. A similar tr.
Mother Jones reporter Shane Bauer who spent four months undercover as a prison gu
, f;treat everyone as human takes too much energy..| focus on proving | won't back down.

f self—control my growrng thirst for punishment and vengeance.”

One reason that jall condrtrons matter is that almost anyone can be arrested. Take Sun
athleen McCowrn a proponent of natural grass and limited lighting in playing fields. I
r for peacefully protestrng the rushed bulldozing of Golden Gate Park to rnst

]ower bed Reportedly, the guard wouldn't allow it and no menstrual pads v

‘s. Department was anxious for McCowin to sign herself out as she was con*
' rn after a reassunng but expensive phone conversatron with her teen daughter {

“perrence of berng lnoaroerated is physrcally and psychologically traumatic wrtf
milies, communrtres But it's also traumatic and corrosive for guards who are e
uld normally drsavow Too often, * ‘rogue” actors are blamed instead of the pathologii
‘\ ultures role expectatrons and unchecked power.

! 'rch 7 heanng before the Govemment Audits and Oversight Commlttee Supervr<

_© 2020 Westside San Franci
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lnegf%‘drel}’Wtﬁ@Shéﬂf?’%’h’efrff’ﬂ'éﬁHéEsy"d@fg ’ae@waeéer

nlc Iack of staff and funds. However Hennessy acknowledged that in 2018 the

r ,y,agreed to requrre thelr cooperation. Since the DPA cannot pursue crin
‘owed to promptly refer such cases to the DA. And the DA’s Chief of Staff, C

APRIL 2019 |

aaca»anawnommoo@eaaaawoeawgaseeeasaeonmoema@aaee@

Lapses m Rape Reporting and Han
. - Reforms

. cross the coun’rry pohce departments convey that they solve ra
| s’e them accordlng to an investigation of 60 police agencres

) hat 60% of rape cases were cleared in 2016. When journalists ob
' of rapes ‘ere solved by arrests while 47% were solved hy “exceptiont
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87 more than wr%@rrwf”reé&fé%r iR kF!B{C’Péfﬁ%{as% ““‘@ﬁé 'ésvwe

sexual assaults short of rape but we can't tell. The table below shows these discrepan:

SFPD.Rape Case Reports

344 ~ 1129(38%)
T R 334 (98%)
'f4377;)‘ f‘ ‘f | 367 63 (17%)
& ~

159/yr (45%)

/ ‘drd mtend to. respond to our request, but missed their own deadlme<
“e Wests:de Observers own records request on 12/27/18 was rgnore<

'lso ﬂawed as it doesn't count the many cases deemed “unfounded
cases can mask the prevalence of sexual violence and impede so
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e e h'éerwégaégraééam@sa%réaéfféﬁ{aﬁﬁs £~'r0ﬁf wf érhamg’é

afe’ty ’threat Slmllar deficiencies were identified in a 2017 repc

ow smgle dlglts Prosecutmg sexual crimes is difficult. Nationwide 20%

uperv1sor Ronen crafted Ordlnance 215-18 creating the Office of Se
entlon (SHARP) It was enacted in September 2018. Working under:

n access to and publish. sexual assault data that is now una

i r‘phys:c:an at Laguna Honda Hospital where he repeatedly exd
: Ith Contact: DerekOnVanNess@ao com

March 2019

/IBBOEQSE'DQGGQBEOQQDGO@QQBQaQGOQOGOBGBBQ@O‘@O
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= Ldioel i uic -‘d‘ifa)e?egceﬁﬁmﬁej%wefuwmah
- thelocal Communlty _Jones earned a salary of $92,927

~;($1 25,631 Wlth benefits) in 2017.

”:FIVE months later, he was accused of stolen valor by the
. r rated Mrlrtary Phonies” website. Reportedly,
. *Jones had been represen’ung himself as a former Navy SEAL
- wrth combat duties and injuries in various war theaters.
kVHowever mrhtary records disclosed by Mllrtary Phonres show

, enlence of the government these records show. On 1/22/19, Jones apparen’d)
, ,}ega‘trons Mrhtary Phomes responded by asking for hrs BUD/S class number. l

.-aaonsaaulasp@sagaseeaeeamaoeeeeso@aoaaea@saeeaae@@@@amaeawaee&aa

 Given HSA's 2, 000 employees occasional scandals are expected b
HSA has been a hotbed of protests about “ cronyusm nepotism and

” Valor Acti rmposes penaltres for fraudulently claiming to have received
ey, property or other tanglble benefits. HSA's Human Resources Depart

Dir ctor Luenna Klm had to surmount a bigger ohallenge in her own ofﬁ
borRelatrons Analyst was arrested for rape in Dublin in November 2
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| The Way We Were

4 ":ythe New Deal’s Works Progress Administration (WPA) hired sor
el of San Franmsco forthe Plannmg Commission. The idea came

nior SICIan at Laguna Honda Hospital where he repeatedly exp
yﬁe}alth Com‘act DerekOn VanNess@aoI com ,

thcut}éxp’rée‘séed consent.
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1es Mad S{m Freedﬁm of lnfmmaﬁmn Awar
5 r:;c:w{jy of Professional Journalists, Negt




Jr. Derek Kerr https://westsideobserver.com/news/watchdog html#oct20

| pvx’pelmes In March 201 k@bﬁwgﬁwlsors directed Cn

m.ﬂnameed pr,lvate spnse)xas hedge funds, wea
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ial and economlc -
n of the farmer

'hc s ln 1919 the sta’te leglslature established’ Bank of North Dakota (BND)
A sy'jsyobiati}onb, BND ,:Qper‘)ed July 28,1919 with $2 million of ca’pita]. :

‘ ;l]ers , }:, OpenBook Websr[e the City paid private banks a whopplng $581
: 1‘8 Of that amount, taxpayers owed up to $121 mllhon accor(
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\erv1ce prlormes are affordable housing
\,,ructure unbanked residents, then
4 lels proposed in September took
hmkmg big” accordirg to Amanda Kahn Fried. Public i mp
lls Fargo. However, the Treasurer’s Office finds it daunting to “¢
n mend a Publlc Bank, and hasn't provided a roadmap to esta,

e somal costs of deposmng public dollars in private banks are
easurer’s Ofﬂoe to "thlnk big,” move beyond its comfort zone, an
ould be ”looal control, financial empowerment, and transpz

, ’_e Task Force will present 3 new models: Divestment, Re- Ir
Mfon January 31, Room 305, Clty Hall.

INITANANIN 11.00 ANS
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,' ty agenCIes facnlltate loans. For example, the Mayor's Offic
6 million in home loans for lower-income residents. Such servic

Exodus fro‘m Laquna Honda HES%M%J W%Q]z% Observer reporte

BeN BB O0ROR000LH00000200000000e032000020en» 05800800 -

ents who;ﬂed the premlses Now, LHH managers are publicly acknc
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Janet Glllen Somal Servnces Durector

i nts provoklng others to bail from LHH

.‘0!‘.."5GB!QD.IDIID.D.DJIﬂsmﬂﬂ‘&l.lﬂbl@.ﬂIliab.ﬂlﬂ.!ﬁl

n 'u ] ef ‘,,Iy, LHH is copmg WIth a rise in unruly patlents with “beh
like andermg, screammg, aggressnon and rejectmg care.”

LP338
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e'_Mad soﬂ Freedﬁm of lnformation Awart
Society of Professional fournalists, NorCal Chapter

eaaaooaasolaaoaasuaaoaeeeeee@eaeea@aoe@aeaaeeeaeeeoeeaaaaeaaeeaes

- There are costs. This year LHH faces a $2.5 million budget shortfa
. mcreased need for coaches in an effort to facilitate patient flow wi
- 'Coaches are staffers assrgned to watch unruly or unsafe patients. /

. costs for securrty services, including staffing, patrols, security tecl
4 enwronmental controls. For example, every AWOL event triggers a

 wide search by the Sheriff's Department and busy LHH staff. Mean

~_more guarded and restrictive.”

fLHH 'patien’t‘s flee? Here, we are baffled by contradictions. Between 2010 and 2!
 for AMA and AWOL dlscharges included 33% who “Did not want to be here” an
’V'N‘ow aocordmg 1o Glllens November presentation, 70% of unplanned discharge:
8% didn't want to be at LHH. However, in a September presentation, Chief

a merely 18% of unplanned discharges were tied to substance abuse betwe;
: 8% is correct, trea‘ung substance abusers won't do much to curb runaway
',decampments seem dlrected at drug users. The conflicting numbers pre
lkely to gmde effectlve interventions. We asked Ms. Gillen and Dr. Qian to cl
-t‘, : - ;

cords show that 25% of LHH admissions are designated as homeless. Surp
lese some‘umes challengmg patrents Although LHH documents are almost
‘most AMA drscharges were homeless. But their presence within the larger
rllen me" tloned in passmg that 44% of unplanned dlscharges fled from the

ngs as well as more support groups mo’uvatlonal counseling, an
: onth trral of Medrcatlon Assisted Treatment, offering buprenorphiné

out only l % of unplanned drsoharges were opioid users. So, treating t
' ,nother 17% of runaways craved non-opioids like cocaine

k of harassmg smokers who defied no smoking rules and causing some to
,:smokmg area
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o Decemper 2018 _
Breed's» Aversmn» to- Sunshlm

ervisor, Breed repeatedly defied the Sunshine Ordinance
ers filed complaints with the Sunshine Ordinance Tasl
the Ordinance, Breed lgnored SOTF summons to atten
August2017\Nhenpubhcadvoca&VgadﬂyRMChaelPe
sses she had blocked from her Twitter account. No re
_Unlike Bree‘d, ,ﬁéther Supef;visors responded to the same r

’ '© 2020 Westsrde San Francnsco Medla No portlon of the artlcles or artwork may be without expressed consent.
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‘s of partrcrpants in. lts ofﬁcral meetings, Breed voiced the sole no vote. On sec
‘ember she deployed her unlque aversion to calendar disclosures as a htmus—t«

response The SOTF unanrmously crted Breed for fa|lure to provide tr
‘ "presenta’uve to lts hearing. The matter was referred to the SOTF's Ci

olls, but had to drsclose who she blocked. Further, Breed had vic
! rds and no’t sendmg any representative to 2 hearings.

P341



